
Although the past of God’s people in Zechariah was shaped by the
grief and pain of past sin, their future will be shaped by the
inexpressible joy of God’s grace (Zechariah 7-8). Zechariah 7 was a
history lesson about the people’s past. Zechariah 8 is not a history
lesson, but a lesson about the people’s future.

We have several important points to cover about this topic, so let’s
get started.  

Our Future Joy: Zechariah 8:1-23
First, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace God’s is motivated by God’s
jealousy (1-2). Verse (2) says, “I am jealous for Zion with great
jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath.” God’s jealousy
is his intense desire for the faithfulness of his people. This response
is entirely appropriate for God since God interacts with his people
through covenant. A covenant creates a new relationship between
God and man based on loyal love. It is sworn with an oath and
guarded by vows (for this definition, see Peter Gentry Kingdom
through Covenant). God’s covenant with his people is described as a
marriage covenant as Hosea and Ezekiel 16 demonstrate. 
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Now, the history of God’s people is filled with countless
experiences of the people worshipping other gods and doing
practices to appease them. This activity is described as “spiritual
adultery” (we call it idolatry). Thus, God’s jealousy is appropriate.
He has committed himself to doing good to his people because he
loves them, and they have been disloyal to him. Imagine if God was
not jealous. What would that tell us about God? It would exclaim
that God didn’t love his people. Imagine a husband who was not
jealous of his wife’s unfaithfulness. If a husband did not care that
his wife was pursuing other men, then everyone would know that
that husband did not love his wife. God’s jealousy is appropriate
because he loves his people.  

Not only is God’s jealousy appropriate, but it is also good since
God’s jealousy moves him to do good to his people. God’s jealousy
motivated the eight-night visions in Zechariah 1 and it motivates
this glorious picture of salvation in Zechariah 8. God’s jealousy is
good for God’s people because this is what moves us from a past
shaped by sin to a future shaped by grace. 

Second, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace is instantaneous
(Zechariah 7-8). When we read the prophets, they move quickly
from talking about judgment to proclaiming salvation. Their turn is
quick, and at times unexpected. This is the wipe lash of reading the
prophets. You are reading along about dark, gloomy judgment, and
then all of a sudden, there are marvelous words of salvation! Why
do the prophets do this? This transition communicates the glorious
fact that God’s wrath is replaced by grace in a moment. 
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The movement from being a child of wrath to being a child of the
king happens in a moment. It is not a process. Now to be clear, the
Christian life of maturing so that the effects of our past sin no
longer grip our hearts is often a process, and that is ok. But let’s not
be confused about the glorious fact that once we trust in Jesus, the
effect of sin no longer shapes our future. We are children of God,
and this transition happens in a moment. The moment we turn from
our sin to the living God and trust that in so doing he takes our sin,
and he makes it go away is an unrepeatable, instantaneous act: not a
process.

Third, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace is certain for his people. At
least two details make that point. Notice the language of verse 2: I
am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her
with great wrath. The hinge that moves us from a past of sin to a
future of grace is God’s jealously, and as is typical of Hebrew,
Zechariah is repeating the same idea from Zechariah 1. What moved
God’s anger to compassion in Zechariah 1? It was his jealousy! The
repetition of this point indicates certainty. God didn’t misspeak
when he said he is replacing his anger with compassion in
Zechariah 1; he repeats that idea in Zechariah 8. God didn’t
misspeak or communicate a possibility. God will transform the past
of his people into a glorious future. This is certain.

Moreover, notice how many verses in this section begin with the
phrase “thus says the Lord”or “the word of the Lord” (8:1, 2, 3, 4, 6,
7). The first seven verses begin this way except for verse 5 which is a
continuation of verse 4. The Lord directs our attention at the
beginning of every statement about our glorious future to the fact 
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that this declaration – the declaration that our future will be shaped
by God’s grace not our sins – is certain. This word is not the word
of a man or an angel; this is the word of the Lord. 

Fourth, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace is marked by relationship
and community with God (8:3). When our God saves us, he doesn’t
keep us at a distance; rather, he forgives us of our sins and dwells
with us! One of the amazing realities about our God – the God of the
universe – is that he enjoys being with us (a point made nicely by
Ortlund in Gentle and Lowly). Doesn’t that speak to his grace
because God’s movement toward me isn’t because of something in
me? It is not like God is saying, “Anthony is cool so I’ll save him!”
God’s people in Zechariah’s day have nothing to offer God. They are
insignificant politically, economically, socially, and religiously. Yet,
God pursues them, not merely for the sake of forgiveness, but for
the sake of a relationship. Isn’t that how it works with our children.
We are pulled into inexpressible joy with them, and not because
they are always pleasant to be with, but because of our relationship
with them. Our relationship with them as their parents moves us
toward them. The same is true with God. He has decided to once
again choose us – Zechariah 1:17 – and this moves him to
communion with us. He doesn’t merely save us and stay at a
distance.

Fifth, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace is marvelous (4-6).
Zechariah describes this future in terms of peace. Notice the image
of old men and old women (4). The elderly walk around with a cane
and children laugh in the park.
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These are images of safety and peace. The point here isn’t that we’ll
need a cane in the new earth since we’ll be susceptible to the same
pains as we were on this earth. That is not true. Rather, the point is
that the new earth will be marked by peace. The weakest of society
– children and the elderly – will be safe to go on walks and play on
the swings because a future marked by God’s grace is a future of
peace and prosperity. 

Now, when I read verse 6, I was shocked. I love how the Bible says
things that are unthinkable in our minds. Verse 6 says, “If it is
marvelous in the sight of the remnant of this person in those days,
should it also be marvelous in my sight.” The answer is yes. Yes, this
word is marvelous for the people, and the implication is that it is
also marvelous for the Lord. I love this because it communicates
that the joy we have when we read this passage is not exclusive to
us. God himself shares in this joy. The joy you experience when you
know your sins are gone is a joy at the moment experienced not
only by you but also by God. Imagine a Dad who builds a playhouse
for his daughter, and she is overcome with joy. That Dad at seeing
the joy of his daughter does not stand back apathetic or angry or
resentful but overjoyed in the joy his daughter. That is what we see
here. We see a picture of God and sinful man both overcome with
joy because the grief of past sin for God’s people will not march into
eternal presents but will be transformed to a state of utter joy!

Sixth, God is committed to transitioning us from a past marked by
the grief of sin to a future marked by the joy of God’s grace (7).
Notice the language here. In verses 7-8, this future is not a
contingency, possibility, or even a probability. God will save them
and bring them home (7-8). 
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Moreover, there is an important point not conveyed well in our
English Bible (ESV). When Zechariah says that God will save his
people in verse 7; the idea is that God is the one who saves his
people. The distinction is slight but important. When we say that
“God is the one who saves”, we are describing who God is, not
simply what he does. However, when we say God will save us, we are
not saying anything about who he is, but only what he does. The
idea here is that God is our savior, he doesn’t merely save us. Think
of it this way. What’s the difference between someone who golfs and
a golfer? The difference is consistency and nature. A golfer is
someone who golfs often – this is who they are. That is the point
here! Our God will save his people because he is our savior. This is
his nature and so he is committed to it.

Seventh, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace is God’s plan from the
beginning (9-13). Notice the language of curses and blessings in
verse 13. This language comes from Genesis 12 where God calls
Abraham to be a blessing to the nations. The Abrahamic covenant is
God’s commitment to establishing his kingdom on earth. That plan
is none other than the goal of creation. When we studied Genesis 1-
2 together, we discovered that God’s plan from the beginning was to
establish his kingdom on earth, and God’s covenant with Abraham is
how God accomplishes that plan in a fallen world. The blessings of
being in a relationship with God will go through Abraham and his
family! This is God’s plan from the beginning.

Yet, notice that Zechariah described God’s people – the descendants
of Abraham – not as a blessing, but as a curse. In verse 10,
Zechariah describes these people as impoverished. 
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There is no wage for man or beast, and they are in constant danger
(10). Their past sin put them in a cursed state, not a blessed state.
Zechariah makes this point clear in verse 13 when he says that they
were a curse among the nations. God’s people were designed by God
to spread the blessings of God to all people, but now they are
spreading curses. When the nations come to Judah during
Zechariah’s day, they are not enriched with the true knowledge of
God. Rather, they draw wrong conclusions about who God is. Let’s
remind ourselves of what the Babylonians thought about God
because of the people’s sins. They thought that the Lord was either
weak or didn’t care about them. Blessings do not spread to the
nations when God’s people live in sin; curses do. 

God’s people, although a curse because of their sin, will soon be a
blessing (13). The word of verses 9-13 is a word about God’s
commitment to his plan. His plan to spread blessings to all people
through Abraham’s family will not be derailed by their sin. Let me
say that idea again. You who have trusted in Jesus, God’s plan to
accomplish his purposes through you will not be derailed by your
sin. God is committed to this plan. How do we know? God’s people
will be a blessing despite them previously being a curse.

The implications of the idea that God’s people cannot derail God’s
plan - are amazing. God called Abraham’s family to be a blessing,
and they were not. He didn’t yell at them and say, “You should have
obeyed, and because you didn’t, you lost your chance!” The past for
God’s people does not dictate their future. When we reflect on our
past – a past marked by our sin and the sin of others – we should be
comforted. None of it surprised God and none of it changes his plan
toward you.
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Eighth, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace moves us to bravery and
strength (9-17). Zechariah’s audience is halfway through rebuilding
the temple, and anyone who has done construction projects knows
that everyone needs encouragement to get back to work after lunch.
The people have made a good start, but they need to finish strong.
This is the context for the encouragement, “Let your hands be
strong” (9), and it is significant to consider the motivation for this
encouragement. The motivation is God’s grace. Notice how
Zechariah directs the people’s attention to their past. In the past, no
one got paid for their work and there was no peace. The work that
was done twenty years ago to lay the foundation of the temple was
volunteer labor and dangerous labor. That is not the case now!
Therefore, the people should not be afraid and they should work
hard (13). God’s grace motivates us to be brave – to do what’s right
even when it’s scary – and to work hard.

Now, verses 14-17 indicate that bravery and strength have an aim.
God’s people must be brave, to be honest and work for justice. True
repentance moves God’s people to be brave and strong: we treat one
another with love because God has treated us with love.

Ninth, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace is incredible (18-19). Here,
we come to the answer to the initial question. We must remember
that the initial question of Zechariah 7 was if the people needed to
continue to fast. Work had progressed well on the temple, and they
wondered if their current season was still a season of grief marked
by past sin. The answer is found in verses 18-19 and it is incredible. 
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The Lord says that the past seasons of pain will be transformed into
seasons of joy and gladness. Our God’s jealousy moves him to
transform our sorrow into joy. Therefore, we should love truth and
peace. In other words, God’s grace motivates obedience!

Tenth, the transition from a past marked by the grief of sin to a
future marked by the joy of God’s grace is for the nations (20-23).
Verse 20-23 describes how God’s kindness to his people moves
pagans, people of other religions, people hostile to the Lord, people
who concluded that he was weak and uncaring away from enmity to
utter joy. Verse 21-23 repeats three times how the nations are
moved to worship the Lord. Why are they moved away from hostility
to worship? They are moved because they have heard that the Lord
is with them (23). That is, they’ve heard of God’s kindness to them!
Have my pagan friends, friends who are hostile to the Lord, friends
who think the Lord is weak and uncaring heard of God’s kindness to
me. Honestly, some have. Some haven’t. How about you?

Application
What about the nations? Over three billion people have never even
heard the gospel. Right now these people are drawing the same
conclusions about the Lord as the Babylonians did. Who is going to
tell them about God’s grace? Who is going to go and proclaim for
the first time that our God isn’t weak or uncaring? He isn’t a distant
God, a cold God, a God whose heart expresses itself in wrath alone.
Who is going to tell them the truth about our God? The truths that
we’ve learned about today. May the Lord raise us up, church family,
to proclaim the excellence of the one who called us out of darkness
into his marvelous light to our neighbors, friends, family members,
and the nations.
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Perhaps there is a non-Christian here today. Would you come to
Jesus today? You might ask how to do that? Romans 10:9 tells us that
if we confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord – ask him to be our
master – and believe that he did what he needed to do to save us –
he died and rose again from the dead – then you will be saved. If
you have just gotten saved, would you please reach out to us? The
Christian life is a life lived in a community, and we would love to
disciple you.

Prayer
God, let us understand your grace deeply for when we do, the
nations will hear, our neighbors will hear, our family will hear, this
community will hear. And as we proclaim, please do what only you
can do. Save; give life; restore; refresh; make happy. We pray these
things in Jesus’ name, amen.
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