
Today is Easter and we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Although Jesus
was beaten, buried, and crucified, he is no longer dead. He lives and
this truth has serious and glorious consequences since if Jesus is
alive and reigning with the Father, then he truly is the king. A
prophet named Isaiah prophesied about Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection seven hundred years before Jesus’ earthly ministry,
and that is the passage that we turn our attention to this Easter
Sunday: Isaiah 52:13-53:12.

Throughout the second half of the book of Isaiah, Isaiah describes a
coming servant in four servant songs (Isaiah 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-11,
52:13-53:12) who will rescue God’s people from the curse of sin and
death. The fourth servant song describes the wisdom and the glory
of this servant. This servant is none other than a coming king, and
this king’s wisdom and glory are remarkable since he expresses his
glory in rescuing sinners by dying for them.

At the beginning of today’s sermon, let’s think about the glory of
our God. Right now, Putin and Zelensky are enemies. Putin has
invaded Ukraine as we all know and is doing terrible things there. 
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Peace talks keep breaking down but imagine for a moment if
Zelensky walked into those peace talks, and walked out with Putin
not only civil toward him, but joyfully submitting to him. For Putin
to be transformed from arch enemy to joyful follower would
indicate to the world the power of Zelensky, right? We’d all marvel
over his ability to transform Putin so drastically.

That is a dim comparison to the work of the servant. He takes
sinners who despised him and who waged war against him, and he
makes us his joyful followers. The glory of our God is expressed in
saving us and that is what we’ll discover today.

I’ve divided the fourth servant song into four sections, so let’s
investigate this text together and marvel over the power of our king:
he makes his enemies his joyful followers.

The Servant’s Wisdom Appalls Us: Isaiah 52:13-15
Isaiah 52:13-15 is the first section of the fourth servant song. In
these verses, we are introduced to a disturbing reality: sinners fail
to recognize the glory of the servant. The fact that the servant is
glorious is clear in verse 13 since he is described as acting wisely
and as one who is high, exalted, and lifted up (13). Isaiah describes
only the Lord and the servant as high and exalted (see Isaiah 6:1,
57:15). Isaiah 6 is an awesome scene of the glory of our King. Isaiah
sees the Lord enthroned on an eternal throne, and upon seeing the
Lord, he announces that the Lord is “high” and “lifted up.” By
declaring the servant as high and lifted up, Isaiah announces his
glory.  
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Tragically, we fail to recognize the glory of the servant. Isaiah 52:14-
15 describes how people are appalled by the servant (14). “Appalled”
does not express a positive emotion, but a negative one. Rather,
than being amazed by the sight of the servant, people – all people –
are naturally appalled by him despite his loving care toward us (14-
15). In verse 14, we learn that the servant is our anointed priest who
sprinkles the nations. The combination of these details – anointed
and sprinkling – indicate that God’s servant is a priest. Priests are
anointed to consecrate people to the Lord by sprinkling the blood of
sacrifices on them (14-15). The servant in verses 14-15 rescues us
from our sin yet we are appalled at him.

This reaction to Jesus is widespread. Most people are disgusted with
the thought that they need to be rescued by Jesus – a man who lived
2000 years ago. Although common, this response is tragic. Jesus
comes and acts wisely and gloriously. He rescues us, and our
natural reaction is to be disgusted.

The Servant’s Life for Us (Isaiah 53:1-6)
The natural response of mankind to the coming king causes Isaiah
to ask an important question in Isaiah 53:1: “Who has believed our
report and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed” (53:1)?
In other words, the servant’s task seems doomed since we do not
look at Jesus’ rescue plan with joy but in disgust. So who has
believed this report (1)?

In verse 2, we learn that no one believes the report naturally
because people naturally see the servant as unimpressive. Isaiah
describes the servant like a tender plant and a root in dry ground
(2). 
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A tender plant is not an image of strength, but an image of fragility
and vulnerability. Tender plants are susceptible to kids crushing
them with their bike tires. Similarly, a root in dry ground is not an
ideal situation. Roots need water to grow, and the scene of a root in
dry ground is a scene of distress. Clearly, this servant is described
as unimpressive, and this is from birth since these images refer to
infants growing. Notice also how Isaiah describes him as having no
form or beauty that we should desire him (2). The point is clear. We
have a profile of rulers that includes big muscles, good looks, and
lots of money, and God’s servant does not fit this profile (Gentry
discusses this detail in “The Atonement in Isaiah’s fourth servant
Song” https://equip.sbts.edu/publications/journals/journal-of-
theology/sbjt-112-summer-2007/the-atonement-in-isaiahs-fourth-
servant-song-isaiah-5213-5312/). Therefore, when we hear that there
is a king who can save us from our sin, we pull away from him and
announce that we do not want that king.  

We naturally do not believe in the servant because we despise him
(3). You see it is possible to see something as undesirable, but not
despicable. Strawberry ice cream, for example, is typically
undesirable to me, but not despicable. Our natural response to
God’s servant is not like my response to strawberry ice cream.
Rather, it is like my response to ketchup or mustard. I not only see
those items as undesirable, but as despicable. I cringe at the smell
of those items. That is how every person naturally responds to
God’s servant according to verse 3. These verses describe the
servant as despised, rejected, a man of sorrows, acquainted with
grief. We turn our faces from him in disgust because he does fit our
societal standards for a king (3). 
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He is despised and rejected and thus appears powerless. We do not
like kings like this. Therefore, many do not believe in him. 

The remarkable happens in verses 4-6. A cosmic shift like tectonic
plates shifting happens in verses 4-6 and we learn why the servant
is rejected, and notice the emotion here. He begins verse 4 by
saying, “Surely!” Isaiah is describing our natural response to God’s
servant in verses 2-3, but he can hardly contain himself. He says,
“Surly!” When someone is confused, we naturally desire to correct
them. When someone's confusion leads to death, we naturally want
to correct them urgently. That is what Isaiah is doing here. He says,
“Surely!” 

Isaiah clarifies that we are disgusted by the very thing we need (4-
6). We are appalled that the servant is rejected but that is what we
need: his rejection. It’s like a sick child who is disgusted by the
medicine necessary to heal them. How many times have we had sick
children and they refuse to take medicine? They are repulsed by
the very thing they need. This is our natural response to Jesus,
God’s servant. We read about him being rejected, beaten, crucified,
and dead, and we think how pathetic. Let’s not let the familiarity of
Easter confuse us. Jews and Romans alike ridiculed Christians for
worshipping a crucified God. The thought of a God dying was an
indication of weakness that was pathetic to Jews and Gentiles alike
(1 Corinthians 1:20-25); yet, make no mistake, this is exactly what
Jews and Gentiles needed. We needed our God to die for us as Isaiah
makes clear in verses 4-6. Notice the similarity between verses 3
and 4. The servant was acquainted with grief (3) because we grieved
(4). He was a man of sorrows (3) because he carried our sorrows (4). 
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He was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities
(5). Yes, he was broken and beaten, but it was for our peace (5). His
wounds are billboards not of his weakness but signs of his power
(5), but the natural man looks at Jesus’ wounds in disgust.

Naturally, we do not want a crucified king. We want a powerful king.
This is what those at the cross announced to Jesus. They said,
“Come down, and then we will believe.” They didn’t want Jesus to do
what they needed him to do because they were blind. I had a friend
in Louisville whom I shared the gospel with constantly and he
always said seeing is believing. He refused to believe because he
couldn’t see God. He wanted a worldly king who would show him his
muscles, good looks, and power, but that is not the king he needed.
It’s tragic that we all naturally despise heaven and long for hell.

Up to this point, many of you have been asking a great question:
why do we need a rejected king? We like the sight of big muscles so
why do we need a broken king? The answer is found in verse 6. We
need a broken king because we are broken. We have wandered from
the Lord and turned to our way (6). This turning from God is sin by
definition, and sin brings horrific consequences. This should be
clear. If you turn from the God of this universe who has life, you are
turning away from life. You cannot turn from God and live; turning
from God is death! Our king came to bring us back to God. He did
this by taking our sin and punishment so that we can have life. If we
are going to live, our king must die but because he had no sin his
death is only temporary. If he doesn’t die this temporary death, we
die forever. We need a broken king because we are broken.
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The Servant’s Death for Us (Isaiah 53:7-10)
No one naturally believes our report since we all look at Jesus’ life
and are appalled (1-3). The same is true of Jesus’ death: the focus of
verses 7-10. We all misunderstand Jesus’ death, and Isaiah clarifies
again that it was for us. Notice how Isaiah describes his death. The
manner of his death is described as a sheep led to the slaughter or
as a lamb silent before its shearers (7). 

Jesus was a willing sacrifice. He did not attempt to circumvent his
death. Notice what verse 7 doesn’t say, “As a UFC fight, so the
servant was before his opponent” as if Jesus fought to his death. Nor
does it say, “As a fish deceived by a fishing lure” as if Jesus was
tricked into dying for sinners. Rather, it says, “Like a sheep for the
slaughter.” Our king died willingly.  

Jesus died willingly for our transgressions. In verse 8, Isaiah states
that he is cut off from the “land of the living.” In the Old Testament,
the “land of the living” refers to God’s land and his kingdom
(Ezekiel 32:23) and figurately refers to life (Jeremiah 11:19 and
Ezekiel 26:20) and the realm of the living (Job 28:13). To be cut off
from the land of the living is to experience death (Jeremiah 11:19)
and is a result of the cruse. Sin leads to us being cut off from “the
land of the living.” After oppression and judgment, he was taken
away (8). That is, he was taken away; he died. Yet, naturally, no one
considers why he was taken away. We just automatically conclude
that he died because he was weak. He died because we are weak. We
have the plague of sin and he has taken our plague (8). Jesus didn’t
die because of his weakness but because of ours.  
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Verse 9 repeats this topic. Jesus’ death appears to announce to the
world that he was wicked – his grave is with the wicked (9). Yet, he
did no violence and he spoke no deceit. The servant doesn’t die for
his sin but for our sins.

Jesus’ death was none other than a willing sacrifice for us (10). The
term “delight/will” (repeated twice) and the term “guilt offering”
describe the servant’s life as a sacrifice that God accepts. Early, we
learned that the servant sprinkles his people clean as a priest (52:14-
15), and here we learn that his life is none other than the sacrifice
that makes us clean.

The Servant’s Resurrection for Us (Isaiah 53:10-12)
No one naturally believes the report. Rather, we look at Jesus’ life
and death and are appalled. Everything changes though in verses
10-12 as Isaiah shows us that after Jesus’ earthly life and death, he is
resurrected to new life. Isaiah alludes to his resurrection in at least
three ways. First, in verse 10, the servant prolongs his life and sees
his offspring (10). The idea here is that Jesus receives the covenantal
blessings, but this is after he received the covenantal curse of being
cut off from the “land of the living” (8). Second, Isaiah describes the
servant as seeing light and being satisfied. The phrase “seeing light”
is an expression that refers to life, and more specifically, eternal
life (Job 33:28, 30). The servant has been rejected (3) and buried (9),
but now he sees life and is satisfied (11). Third, the servant receives
an inheritance (12). The dead do not inherit things but only the
living (12). Jesus receives an inheritance because after dying he does
not stay dead. Rather, he crushes the curse of sin and death by
rising again from the dead.
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How glorious! Our king rises again from the dead, but there is more,
and this brings us back to our initial question. Who has believed our
report (53:1)? The answer is the “many.” Just as the many were
disgusted by our king (52:14), so the many will be made righteous
(53:11, 12), experience their sin going away, and inherit eternal life in
a new creation. Who has believed this report? Many from many
nations will believe but not natural (52:15).

Application 
The fourth servant song of Isaiah describes the life, death, and
resurrection of the king for us. Isaiah 54-55, then, lists several
points of application. Here are two:

1.Because of the servant, we should sing for joy because the servant
saves us (Isaiah 54:1).
2.Because of the servant, we should not be ashamed or live in fear
any longer because has called us in compassion (Isaiah 55:4-8).

Although we are naturally appalled by the servant because he
doesn’t fit our kingly profile, the Spirit opens our eyes so that we
joyfully follow the servant, our king (Isaiah 54:1). Moreover, once
our eyes are open and we see the shame of our sin, the servant
makes it all go away so that we no longer live in fear or shame but
with complete joy and confidence in our king who lived, died, and
was resurrected for the glory of God and our joy.
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Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today? We needed him to
come and bear our sins, and he has. Would you come to him today
by confessing him as your Lord and by believing that he indeed died
for your sins and rose again from the dead (Romans 10:9)? Would
you come to him today?

Prayer
Lord, we have reflected on Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and
we now beg that you would please give new life to many today. Move
your people to utter joy and confidence in Jesus this Easter. We pray
these things in Jesus’ name, amen.
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