
The night visions of Zechariah describe different aspects of God’s
glorious future kingdom, and the visions progress from a restored
city, to restored leadership, to a restored community. Any attempt
to restore the city, leadership, and community must deal with the
pivotal problem of sin. The sixth and seventh night visions address
the topic, and as typical of Hebrew, this main topic is addressed
from two perspectives. First, in verses 1-4, Zechariah sees a flying
scroll representing the fact that unrepentant sinners have no place
in God’s kingdom. Second, in verses 5-11, we see a vision of a woman
in a basket representing the truth that sin at its core is a false god
and will be judged. 

Once we consider these two perspectives, I became convinced that
the main idea is that sin and unrepentant sinners – that is sinners
who are not concerned about their sin and believe that God will just
forgive me, that’s what he does – have no place in God’s future,
glorious kingdom because unrepentant sin is the work of a demonic
spirit, not the Spirit of the Lord. 

This sermon should affect us in a number of ways, and we will
explore them at the end of the sermon.
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Let’s now explore this theme together.

A Warning of Judgment: Zechariah 5:1-4
Zechariah sees the sixth night vision in Zechariah 5:1-4. In this
vision, Zechariah sees a large flying scroll: 30 feet long and 15 feet
wide (2). This vision is a vision of judgment. It is a warning to the
people that unrepentant sinners have no place in God’s kingdom.
Let’s notice several important details here. First, the flying scroll
is God’s covenant with his people (2-3). Because God relates to his
people through covenant - a relationship based on love and loyalty
sworn with an oath and accompanied by vows (see or this
definition, see Peter Gentry, Kingdom through Covenant) - the
possibility of glorious blessings or terrifying curses exist. This
should be evident to us: the best, most intimate relationships are
the relationships most at danger of becoming the worst. This is
because of the nature of intimacy. Its closeness brings with it a
level of vulnerability in a fallen world. The flying scroll is God’s
covenant with his people.

Second, this flying scroll is a curse for those who steal and swear
falsely (3-4). God’s covenant relationship with Israel had certain
obligations: the most famous of them are the ten commandments.
Clearly, stealing and swearing falsely is prohibited practices
according to the eighth and ninth commandments (see Exodus
20:15-16; Deuteronomy 5:19-20). They are prohibited because these
acts are a failure to treat one another in human ways. This breaks
our intimacy with God because these acts are contrary to who God
is. God isn’t a thief. God isn’t a liar. Whereas we resort to practices
like stealing and lying, God never does. The flying scroll is a curse
to those who fail to repent from their ungodly practices. 
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Third, the flying scroll describes the curse in terms of destruction
(3-4). In verse 3, the thief and the liar are described as being cleared
out and banished. Then, Zechariah is told that this scroll will enter
the homes of these unrepentant sinners and consumes them: timber
and the stones (4). The flying scroll is a word of judgment to those
who have broken the Lord’s covenant. Unrepentant sinners have no
place in God’s kingdom. 

Now, this word is weighty to the soul. Let’s again remind ourselves
of who Zechariah is preaching to. These are people who have just
experienced the crushing consequences of covenant faithlessness.
Because of their sin - failure to treat one another as truly human -
they were exiled from God’s presence and forced to live far from
home for seventy years. Yet, the sins that led to this exile are once
again manifesting themselves in the covenant community. A repeat
of the same sin will lead to a repeat of destruction. 

Fourth, let’s be clear about who is being cursed in this passage. I’ve
been careful to describe them as unrepentant sinners. Sinners are
not being condemned here, but unrepentant sinners. That much is
clear from the introduction to the book in Zechariah 1:1-6. The
whole community was guilty before God and needed to repent. In
other words, God’s glorious future kingdom is for repentant
sinners, not for unrepentant sinners. 

Still, the people in mind here are the “one who steals” and “the one
who swears falsely.” These are people whose nature is “to steal” and
“swear falsely.” It doesn’t just describe someone who stole once or
swore falsely once. 
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The meaning of this text is not that every person who sins once
despite their faith in God and love for Jesus is automatically damned
and under the curse. Rather, this text is saying that anyone who
makes a habit of sinning and thinks that they’ll be fine is in real
trouble. Unrepentant sinners have no place in God’s glorious future
kingdom. 

In the sixth-night vision, Zechariah sees a flying scroll: a word of
judgment for God’s people.

Judgment and False Worship: Zechariah 5:5-11
In the seventh night vision (5-11), Zechariah sees a woman in a
basket (6). The idea here is that unrepentant sinners have no place
in God’s kingdom because sin is at its core a false god: an idol. 

Zechariah zooms in on the sin of stealing in these verses. This detail
seems evident since Zechariah sees a five gallon ephah basket (6-7).
These five gallon baskets were used to measure quantities in the
marketplace and in the temple. They were essential to worship and
to commerce, and they would measure things like barley (Ruth 2:17)
and flour (1 Samuel 1:24). In verse 6, the angel identifies this scene
as representing the iniquity of the people of the land (see also verse
3), and then again in verse 8, he identifies the woman as
“wickedness” (8). Given the misuse of ephah baskets, the sin in mind
is likely the sin of merchants stealing from consumers.

Sadly, Ezekiel 45:10 and Amos 8:5-6 explains how the merchants of
God’s people would cheat the consumer with fake weights and false
balances. Amos 8:5-6 explains how some people manipulated their
five gallon buckets to cheat their consumers out of grain.
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Maybe the bucket was really only 4.5 gallons or maybe the scale was
unbalanced. Dishonest sellers could use these buckets to steal from
their consumers, and that seems to be the idea. God’s people after
the exile are resorting to dishonest practices. 

Now, Zechariah’s time was not a time of prosperity, but a time of
scarcity. Survival was the main goal, and this explains partly why
the people neglected building the temple for nearly twenty years. It
also explains why merchants would be tempted to steal with “short
ephah baskets” and bear false witness about it. They were hungry
and afraid of dying. Thus, for the sake of surviving, they disobeyed
God’s word. This mindset reeks of evolution: the thought that
survival is the goal and that only the strongest survive. Survival is
not the goal in the kingdom of God; godliness is. We must take
seriously that these people’s circumstances - little food - gave them
no excuse to sin. The same is true of us. Our circumstances are not
an excuse for sin.

In verses 9-11, we learn that unrepentant sin leads to expulsion or
exile because sin at its core reveals an idol of our heart. Notice, how
the woman in the basket is exiled from God’s presence (9-11). Two
women with the wings of a stork take the basket to Shinar: Babylon.
This is where the tower of Babel was built (Genesis 11:2), and the
location of the temple of Nebuchadnezzar’s god. In fact, after
looting the temple of the Lord, Nebuchadnezzar took the items from
the temple of the Lord and put them in the temple of his god in
Shinar (Daniel 1:2). 

The thought of being exiled to Shinar is terrifying since that is the
location of their exile ninety years earlier. 
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God’s people will literally relieve the pain of exile again if they
continue to treat one another as objects and not as humans, and the
reason why is significant. Treating people as objects - letting our
circumstances be excuses for treating each other poorly - is the
kingdom of this world, not the kingdom of God. People who do this
without any concern for the Lord or one another and continue
without repentance appear to belong in Babylon, not in Jerusalem.
That is their home; this is not. You see, God had brought his people
out of a physical exile, but they are still suffering from a spiritual
exile. If these people do not repent, they will go home to Babylon. 

Now I mentioned at the beginning of this section that unrepentant
sinners have no place in God’s kingdom because sin is at its core a
false god. Let’s investigate that now. These two women are taking
this woman and this basket to Babylon to build for her a “house.”
The term “house” is used throughout Zechariah to refer to the
temple (1:16, 3:7, 4:9, 7:3, 8:9, 11:13, 14:20-21). Notice also how they set
this basket on a pedestal in this house. Idols were stationed on
pedestals in their temple-houses (see Webb’s commentary here,
101). Finally, a temple for the Babylonian deity was in Shinar (Daniel
1:2). The point is this: sin at its core reveals a false god. 
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Application
Zechariah 4 and Zechariah 5 are closely connected, and when we
analyze these visions in light of Zechariah 4 we discover that this
community cannot look like the old one because this one is built by
the Spirit (4:6-7). Let’s be clear: unrepentant sin is the work of
demonic spirits, not the Spirit of the Lord. Therefore, this activity
has no place in God’s kingdom. 

This passage is a warning, church family. It is a clear statement
about the core of sin, and it is a call for God’s people to flee from
sin. Be aware of moments where you think that your circumstances
- whatever they may be - excuse you from treating people in truly
human ways. Be aware of circumstances that you think excuse you
from treating members of this church in anyway less than brothers
or sisters. How do we treat brothers and sisters? We protect them,
love them, and care for them. Zechariah’s audience compromised
these obligations in order to protect themselves, and thus, they are
in real danger. Self-protection, at the expense of God’s word, that
continues without being repented of is the work of a demonic spirit

Let’s repent from failing to care for one another and commit anew
to treating all people as humans and all believers as brothers and
sister. Of course, we are wooed to this repentance by our Savior
who lovingly calls us to come once again to him. We come to the one
who is gentle and lowly with us despite our sin (Matthew 11:28-30).
Let’s come to Jesus anew..

PAGE  7  |  ZECHAR IAH SER I ES



Perhaps there is a non-Christian here today. I would ask that you
would come to trust that Jesus died for you and to repent from your
sins today. If that is you, would you reach out to us that we might
disciple you on this amazing journey. 

Prayer
God, help us live lives of repentance and faith. When we fail, move
us by your grace to live as Kingdom citizens because you have made
us kingdom citizens already. We pray these things in Jesus’ name,
amen. 
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