
In our sermon series so far, we’ve studied the introduction of
Zechariah (Zechariah 1:1-6) and the eight night visions (Zechariah
1:7-6:8). Today, we will study the conclusion to the first half of the
book (Zechariah 6:9-15). This conclusion explains that these night
visions depend on a faithful coming Messiah a point we saw earlier
in Zechariah 3:1-10 – the fourth night vision. This repetition
strategically placed half way through the visions and at the
conclusion emphasizes the fact that God’s future kingdom hinges on
the coming of the Messiah. Yet, as is typical of Hebrew literature,
this idea is not merely repeated in Zechariah 6:9-15 but developed
so that we see the glorious truth that the future coming kingdom
depends on the Messiah who invites us to participate in this
restorative kingdom activity. 

Let’s now investigate this idea together. 

Restorative Kingdom Activity: Zechariah 6:9-15
Zechariah 6:9-15 depicts a glorious scene of restorative kingdom
activity, and this week, I’m going to divide the sermon into a series
of questions. Each question will provide us with a new dimension to
restorative kingdom activity. 
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What are examples of restorative kingdom activity (9-10)? When we
examine verses 9-10, we see several examples of restorative
kingdom activity. For example, the exiles provide Zechariah with
the material to build a crown. They donate as a freewill offering
the gold and silver (see Ezra 2:68-69). There is a craftsman who
builds this crown (10). Zechariah is the prophet who orchestrates
the entire event. Overall, when we examine these characters, we
see that some give (exiles), some use their skills (craftsman), and
some use their time (Zechariah). Each person is engaged in
restorative kingdom activity although the activity looks different
for each person. 

Likewise, we all must be engaged in restorative kingdom activity.
This is a call to sacrifice to be sure. These exiles donated gold and
silver. Meanwhile, the pantries of many people were empty (see
Haggai 1-2). Giving these goods to restore kingdom worship was a
sacrifice. Moreover, Zechariah was a prophet at a time when
people were spiritually bankrupt (see Ezra 3-5). Political pressure
caused them to put off constructing the temple. It wasn’t easy to be
a prophet to these people. Participating in restorative kingdom
activity involves sacrifice, but it is worth it. Think of the gospels
that describe following Jesus as selling everything to get a treasure
that cannot be lost or selling everything to get a greater treasure.
There are many kinds of activity that qualify as restorative
kingdom activity, church family. What is your activity?

What Motivates Restorative Kingdom Activity? God’s grace is the
motivation for kingdom work (Zechariah 1-6). This fact is evident
once we understand the structure of chapters 1-6. 
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Zechariah records for us in Zechariah 1:7-6:8 mostly visions. The
visions represented God’s promise to act for the good of his people.
God promised to save his people, judge their enemies, dwell with
them again, restore their leadership, take away their sin, and bless
them immensely. These are God’s promises in the eight night
visions. 

The structure changes in Zechariah 6:9-15 from Zechariah seeing
visions to Zechariah hearing a word of the Lord (Webb, The Message
of Zechariah, 106-107). The sequence of these chapters indicates
that God’s promise to save his people (the eight night visions)
precedes God’s commission to his people to get to work (this word
of the Lord). In other words, salvation from sin always precedes
restorative kingdom activity. Moreover, salvation from sins is the
fuel that motivates this activity. 

This reality confuses many of us. For example, we often think there
are other motivators for Great Commission living. For example,
some of us have experienced pastors, church leaders, or fellow
Christians try to use guilt, shame, or manipulation to motivate us to
live for Jesus. Church family, did God use guilt and shame to
motivate his people to live on mission in Zechariah? No. He spoke
honestly about their sin and called for repentance, but even their
repentance was fueled by God’s compassion to bring his people
home! God’s design is for the glory of his salvation to motivate us to
kingdom work. It works like this: knowing that we will live forever
with Jesus and that we are safe with him now and forever moves us
to kingdom work. This is the motivation in Zechariah and
throughout the Bible, and this is what motivates us. 
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Nothing else will do. Guilt, shame, and manipulation will never
move us to the joy of kingdom work. Thus, Zechariah has heard
eight visions of grace and now he acts (Webb makes this point in his
commentary pp., 106-111). 

What’s the Aim of Restorative Kingdom Activity? Kingdom work
focuses on magnifying the Messiah (11-13). In verse 11, we learn that
Zechariah is called to crown Joshua with this crown (11), but this
crowning is a symbol of something better to come. Several details
demonstrate this reality. First, after crowning Joshua the high
priest, Zechariah is commanded not to talk about Joshua, but about
a coming King called the Branch (12)! Imagine the scene. The people
are ready to get to work on the temple again. Joshua is crowned and
sitting on a throne. Excitement is high, but then, Zechariah directs
everyone’s attention, not to the present, but to the future. He talks
of a person named the Branch who will build the temple, have royal
honor, and rule on a throne (12). 

Second, Zechariah already said that Zerubbabel would build the
temple in Zechariah 4, but now he bypasses Zerubbabel and
identifies a Branch as the temple builder (12). Zechariah zooms out
to direct everyone’s attention to a better temple and a better temple
builder. Zerubbabel is eclipsed by this coming Branch.

Third, no one in Jerusalem possess the honor that this Branch will
possess. In verse 13, Zechariah says that he will bear royal honor, sit
on a throne, and rule. Joshua does not fit this profile: he is a priest,
not a king. Zerubbabel doesn’t fit this profile: he is a governor, not
the king. 
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The current physical king ruling over God’s people is the Darius,
the king of Persia, and he is not the temple builder Zechariah has in
mind. The focus is on a coming Messiah. 

Fourth, this coming king will be godly (13). Zechariah says there will
be peace between the offices of priesthood and king which means
that this king will be godly. Proper worship will be established. 

Fifth, after crowning Joshua, he immediately takes the crown off
Joshua’s head (13-14). This crown is not a symbol of Joshua’s
authority. If it was, it would remain on his head. Rather, the
symbolic crown is put into the temple as a sign of a coming Messiah
who will accomplish God’s purposes of bring God’s kingdom. 

This scene is not about Joshua, but about the Messiah and that is
important because all restorative kingdom activity magnifies Jesus!
If our work is truly going to qualify as restorative kingdom activity,
it will be magnify the Messiah. Does your life, does my life, magnify
the Messiah? What an important question for us to ask often. This
past week, did our lives magnify the Messiah or did our lives
magnify something else? 

Who Participates in Restorative Kingdom Activity? Everyone is called
to participate in this restorative kingdom activity (10, 11, 15).
Returnees from the exile are involved (10-11). They denote the silver
and the gold to make the crown. Zechariah is involved. He is the one
who receives the silver and gold and takes it to the craftsmen (9-11).
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 Josiah the son of Zephaniah appears to be the craftsmen who makes
the crown (12). Joshua is serving as the high priest who symbolically
points to the coming Messiah. And in verse 15, the nations are called
to participate with the coming Messiah in building the temple. God
calls all of his people to do kingdom work, not just some. 

How does assurance and warning fit together in restorative
kingdom activity? The eight night visions of Zechariah end with the
warning that the glory of the eight night visions is reserved for the
obedient. You see the eight night visions assure us of God’s grace to
us and they warn us to live as kingdom citizens. How do these
realities fit together (see Webb, 110-111)? They fit together only
when we take serious the nature of God’s salvation. You see, God’s
salvation by design must transform us because of what the gospel
does. It woes us and captivates us. In other words, when we come to
trust Jesus, our heart, desires, and affections our transformed. That
is how powerful God is. When we experience the God of the
universe not as a distant cold force but as a loving father who takes
care of us, we love him and want to be like him. We are transformed
to obey him.

Now, let’s be clear. God is not saying that we must be perfect in
order to experience God’s kingdom. Jesus was perfect for us. Let’s
not lose sight of the fact that the eight night visions where not given
to perfect people, but to repentant people (see Zechariah 1:1-6). The
whole book began with Zechariah calling the people to repent. The
point is this: kingdom citizens are not perfect, but we desire to obey
God and our hearts are inclined toward repentance when we fail.
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Application 
Let’s commit anew to joining with the Messiah in restorative
kingdom activity. You see it is the coming Messiah who builds the
temple of the Lord (see 6:12, 13), and now in verse 15, the nations are
invited to build the temple. The Messiah has built and is building,
not a physical temple, but a spiritual temple. He is invited people
into the kingdom to enjoy a city marked by God’s presence. How
will you participate in building this temple this week, church
family? 

Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today by confessing him as
your Lord and by believing that he did what he needed to do to save
you (Romans 10:9)? He died and rose again from the dead that you
might have life. Would you come to Jesus today? If so, please reach
out to us that we might care for you and disciple you.

Prayer
Oh God, transform us by your word for your glory and our joy and
move us to restorative kingdom activity. We pray these things in
Jesus name, amen.
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