
What is the gospel? Where do we learn about the gospel? How
should the gospel affect us and transform us? These are the topic of
today’s passage, and I hope that we see this truth more clearly today
for our increased joy in Jesus. Now, we’ll do two things today. First,
we will study the eighth-night vision, and second, we will analyze
the eight-night visions as a whole. As we do these things we see the
gospel in new ways. 

The main idea of today’s sermon is that the punishment of sin and
accomplishment of justice puts God’s Spirit at rest (Zechariah 6:8).
Now, let’s marvel over the glory of our God. The gospel – the
accomplishment of justice for sinners, the display of grace and
salvation to all who repent (Romans 1:17; 3:21-31) – gives us rest.
Zechariah 6:1-8 indicates that it also gives God rest! What glorious
picture of our God who would find rest in protecting and showing
grace to sinners. 

Let’s investigate this idea together. 

The Gospel and the Eighth Night Vision: Zechariah 6:1-8
The eighth-night vision is described in verses 1-3. Zechariah sees
four groups of chariots coming out from two bronze mountains (1). 
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Some of the horses are red (2), some are black (2), some are white
(3), and some are spotted (3). These go to the south and north
country (6:6), and after them, strong horses go out to patrol the
north (6:7). This is the eighth-night vision, and let’s point out
several important details here.

First, this first vision and the last night vision are a frame for us to
interpret the visions as a whole. This is evident because these
visions – the first and the last – share several important
similarities. For example, in both visions, Zechariah saw four
groups of horses who spread out over the entire earth (1:10; 6:7),
and both visions focus on the topic of rest. In the first vision, the
report is that the earth is at rest (1:11), and in the eighth-night
vision, the horses set God’s Spirit at rest (6:8). 

These details all highlight the sovereignty and omniscience of God.
This detail is significant since Judah is insignificant in the eyes of
the world. Their neighbors to the north bribe the Persian officials
to mistreat them. Politically, they have no power (Nehemiah 1-4).
Their northern neighbors also harass them socially. They
constantly make fun of them in their poverty (Nehemiah 1-4).
Economically, they are improvised (Haggai 1), and religiously, they
are less than blameless (Haggai 1-2). Despite these details, their
God is in control of all world events. How do we know? We know
because God sends the horses and chariots throughout the entire
earth. They observe and report back to the Lord. The point is that
there isn’t an inch of this globe that is beyond God’s control nor is
there a detail outside of God’s knowledge. God’s people must
remember this detail always, especially Zechariah’s audience. 
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Knowing the sovereignty and omniscience of God is also important
because it breeds confidence amid uncertainty. The first and
eighth-night visions’ emphasis on God’s sovereignty and
omniscience indicates that the glory of the eight-night visions isn’t
a wish or possibility. It is a certainty for all who come to the Lord in
faith because the Lord is the lord of all the earth. 

Second, the similarities between the first and eight-night not only
highlight the important theme of God’s sovereignty and
omniscience. They also highlight the progressive nature of these
visions. As I’ve highlighted often, Hebrew speakers love to repeat
themselves from different perspectives (for a more detailed
discussion of this fact, see Peter Gentry How to Interpret the
Biblical Prophets, 41-58). When we analyze the differences between
the first and eighth visions, we learn that there is a progression to
them. For example, in the first-night vision, Zechariah sees horses
that patrol the earth. In the eighth night vision, Zechariah sees
horses that pull chariots (6:1-3). The difference is significant since
chariots are weapons and they represent war (see Webb, 103-104).
The progression from patrolling horses to waring chariots indicates
that the rest of the abusive enemies experienced in Zechariah 1:155
will be reversed soon. Their ease will soon be reversed.  

Third, the progressive nature of the visions is also evident when we
investigate the concept of rest (8). In Zechariah 1:10, Zechariah is
told that the nations who abused God’s people are at rest (1:10). This
was a terrifying word because it was a word of sin going
unpunished. Those who sinned terribly against God’s people were at
peace and rest. Yet, in the eighth-night vision, these nations are no
longer at rest, but they’ve been judged. 
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Thus, the horses go to the north country. The north country
symbolically represents all of the enemies of God since most of
their enemies came from the north. This fact is especially true in
Zechariah’s day. The enemies couldn’t come from the east because
that was a dangerous desert. No army could pass through the desert
and survive ready for battle. Egypt to the south wasn’t very
threatening at this time, and the Mediterranean sea was to the west
(Webb, 104-105). The enemies of God’s people typically came from
the north, and God’s Spirit is now at rest in the north (8).

Now the concept of rest is significant. This image represents the
state of a king who has defeated their enemies in battle. 2 Samuel
7:1-2, for example, describes David as at rest from all his
surrounding enemies. Thus, the eight-night vision is a declaration
that justice has finally come for the enemies of God’s people. God’s
Spirit is at rest because justice has come. The visions progress us
from an old dying world filled with sin, abuse, and pride to a new
world filled with comfort, joy, and peace. 

We shouldn’t miss the creational language here either. After the
original creation, God concludes his creative work with rest. Now,
after describing his future kingdom, he again concludes with rest.
The point is simple. The aim of creation – which is God dwelling
with his people – is described in these eight-night visions. The
visions progress from the dead old creation to the new glorious
creation. 

Fourth, notice the eagerness of the horses to preach the work of the
Lord. In verses 6-7, the horses go to the north country and war
against the enemies, and then the strong horses want to patrol. 
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What an amazing word! They are impatient to patrol – that is to
discover current events to report back to the Lord – because they
know the word: justice has come, sin has been dealt with, and there
is good news to report! Thus, they are impatient to patrol. May we,
church family, be like these horses. May the work of the Lord create
within us an eagerness to proclaim. 

Fifth, let me again emphasize that Zechariah’s visions must be
interpreted symbolically, not literally. It is tempting to interpret
prophetic visions literally, and that is often unhelpful. A common
example of this would be to interpret the 144,000 of Revelation 7
literally. Doing that would be a failure to understand the nature of
the vision, and the context of Revelation 7 since right after listing
the 144,00, John describes a great multitude whom no one could
count from every tribe, language, and people (Revelation 7:9-10).
There are not two great multitudes here, but one described from
two different perspectives.  Now let’s again notice this vision in
Zechariah. It starts by describing four groups of horses in Zechariah
6:1, but notice verses 6. When Zechariah asks the angel about these
horses, the angel only discusses three groups of horses. He makes
no mention of the red horses (6:2) because the four groups of horses
do not represent four “literal groups of horses.” Moreover, he
describes the horses as those who go throughout the earth (6:5), but
then he describes the horses as only going to the south and the
north (6:6). These details demonstrate that a literal interpretation of
this vision is unhelpful.  

Rather, this vision is symbolic. The four horses represent God’s
sovereign control and knowledge of all things. That point is made in
verse 5 when the angel identifies the horses as going out to the four  
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winds of heaven. Four groups of chariots going out to the four
winds of heaven means that God controls everything and knows
everything. There isn’t an inch of the globe outside of his control or
awareness, and this is what Zechariah’s audience needs to know.
They do not need to learn about “four” literal horses, but about
God’s power and knowledge amid their pain. They need to know
that amid their pain, God can heal them and accomplish his plan
with creation. He has the power to do this. Still, they need to know
that God knows their pain. These eight-night visions highlight these
facts. It is a word to the broken that God is near, concerned, and
able to help. To force a literal interpretation here misses the point
and the comfort of the glory of God.

The Gospel and the Eight Night Visions (Zechariah 1:7-6:8)
Now that we’ve come to the end of the eight-night visions, let’s
spend a moment looking at them as a whole. There is an important
progression to them as we’ve discussed today. Understanding this
progression depends on us recognizing the similarities and
differences between the visions. Certainly, as we’ve studied these
visions, you’ve thought, “This detail sounds a lot like what we talked
about last week or a few weeks ago.” So let’s describe these visions
as a whole (this discussion depends on Webb’s structural
assessment of these visions in The Message of Zechariah, 106). 

The first four visions describe God returning to his people and the
final four visions describe the removal of sin. Thus, we could
describe the night visions this way: God comes to dwell with his
people to take away their sins. This is the gospel, right, church
family? Isn’t this what the good news is all about. How Jesus came to
this earth to dwell with us so that he might take our sin far away!
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Now, there is an even more elaborate pattern to these night visions.
The first vision announces God’s future judgment of the nations; the
eighth-night vision accomplishes this judgment. In the second and
third visions, God returns to his people and a house is built while
the fifth and sixth vision sin is removed and a house is built for it in
Babylon. Now, at the heart of these visions is the restoration of
Zerubbabel and Joshua – the third and fourth visions – who point
forward to a coming Branch that will remove our iniquity in a single
day. Church family, the heart of these visions of God’s glorious
future kingdom is the coming Messiah. He comes to us because of
His grace, not our accomplishments, and he brings his kingdom to
us by making our sin go away. 

Application  
We should be transformed in many ways at the end of this text.
First, how do you read the Bible? Let me encourage you to read it in
light of Jesus. Let me encourage you to take the principles I discuss
in the sermons and apply them to your personal reading of God’s
word. Trust me, this will lead to greater joy in Jesus.

Second, let’s be eager to proclaim God’s word just like the horses!
Palm Sunday is coming up, and I want to encourage us to take
practice steps to share the gospel with our lost friends, family
members, and neighbors. Let’s be eager like these horses. 

Third, we should have rest in Jesus. We live in an old, broken, and
dying world; yet, we live in it as a new creation, and we await a
kingdom that cannot be shaken because Jesus died for us. Let’s rest
in the power and grace of our Messiah who has removed our
iniquity in a single day.
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Fourth, perhaps there is a non-Christian here today. I would ask
that you would come to trust that Jesus died for you and to repent
from your sins today. If that is you, would you reach out to us that
we might disciple you on this amazing journey? 

Prayer 
God, transform us by your word. We pray these things in Jesus’
name, amen. 
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