
We will study the third night vision today (2:1-5) and a prophecy
about how these night visions should affect us (6-13). Before we get
started, let’s quickly remind ourselves of the book’s structure. The
book began with an invitation for the people to repent (Zechariah
1:1-6); unlike their fathers, these people repented. This event is a
prerequisite for God’s glorious, future kingdom to break into this
world, and now that the people have repented, we get eight
different perspectives on the nature of this glorious future
kingdom. In the first night vision, we saw that God’s jealously
motivates gracious words to his people and words of anger to their
enemies (1:7-17). Next, we saw that God’s future, glorious kingdom
breaks into this world though unexpectant means: four craftsmen. 

Now, in this vision, we see what the craftsmen of the second night
vision have come to do. They have come to rebuild Jerusalem so that
it might become a glorious temple-city. This is God’s plan in
creation, and this is being achieved in Zechariah 2.  

Let’s now investigate this ideas together. 

A TAPE MEASURE AND KINGDOM BLESSINGS: 

ZECHARIAH 2:1-13
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A Tape Measure: Zechariah 2:1-5
In the third night vision, Zechariah sees a man with a tape measure
(2:1). Tape measures are used for building projects, and this is the
content of this night vision. To be more specific, the angel is
measuring Jerusalem to discover its dimensions (2:2). Now, again,
let’s be clear about the nature of these visions: the point is not the
details of the tape measure and the dimensions of the city. That
should be evident since the dimensions are never reported! The
angel with the tape measure is a symbol that provides us with
another dimension about the nature of God’s glorious, future
kingdom. This dimension is that God’s future kingdom will be
marked by prosperity, protection, and glory. 

Now let’s notice several things about verse 4-5. First, like the
previous visions, notice the urgency and excitement here. In verse
4, the angel who is measuring the city is told to “run, say!” He does
not say, “Run and say!” Have you ever noticed that when an urgent
or exciting situation arises, we begin to speak very concisely? For
example, when there is a fire, we do not say, “First, stop; then,
drop, finally, roll!” No, we eliminate words and just say, “Stop,
Drop, and Roll!” Imagine if my daughter were playing on the
sidewalk and she started walking toward the street, I wouldn’t say,
“Lyla, please stop what you are doing.” No, I would yell, “Stop!” The
language of verse 4 indicates urgency and excitement. Now let’s be
clear: God’s word should incite excitement and urgency in us
because at its core, God’s word is a gracious word to his broken
people. The message of the gospel that God is good to sinners who
do not deserve it should move us to proclaim that message
urgently. The angel responds this way, as should we.
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Second, God’s word is a word of future prosperity. The gracious
word that the angel proclaimed is found in verse 4: “Jerusalem shall
be inhabited as villages without walls because of the multitude of
people and livestock in it” (2:4). To realize the magnitude of this
message, we again need to remind ourselves of the historical
context. The population of Jerusalem is currently tiny.
Approximately 70 years later, Nehemiah had to strategize about how
to get more people to move to the city (Nehemiah 11:1-2). People
preferred living in the country than the city, and a sparsely
populated Jerusalem is a major problem. Safety was found in
numbers. If you wanted to be safe, you had a big family or lived in a
big city. Big cities were less likely to be attacked than small ones. In
Zechariah’s day, Jerusalem is tiny. Yet, Zechariah sees in this third
vision a picture of Jerusalem bursting at the seams. The city is filled
with people and livestock.  

This vision pictures a day that eclipses even Israel’s best past days.
This vision is not a hope or dream for the people to realize some
past glory. Even in the days of David and Solomon, the city had
walls. This future vision of God’s glorious kingdom is greater than
people have ever experienced: even their best past days do not
compare to this future, promised day.

I think that is a very important point for us to realize. We live in an
age where we get to experience many comforts. Certainly, we can
all look back at our life and pinpoint some “best days.” Wedding
days, birthdays, promotion days, the purchase of a new car or house
days are all good days. We need to know that these days are a dim
picture of the glorious days that await us – the best days of God’s
people are still future. 
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The vision of a man with a tape measure indicates future, kingdom
prosperity. 

Third, God’s word is a word of protection (5). The city had no walls,
and in the ancient world, this is a dangerous reality (see Nehemiah
1:3). A city without walls can easily be invaded by enemies; a city
without walls and a sparse population is even more at risk.
Jerusalem is both: unwalled and sparsely populated. Clearly, God’s
people are in danger; but God has a word for his people who are in
danger. He says, “I will be a wall of fire around you” (5). At this
point, let’s stop for a moment. It is tempting to rush onto the next
point, but let’s ask this question: what does this reality – God
protects his people who are in danger – tell us about his character?
It tells us that he is quick to use his strength to serve us; it tells us
that he doesn’t forsake us in our weakness. Rather, he cares for us.
Too often we think that God looks at us in our weakness with
disgust. Remember, Judah is in this situation because of their sin!
Church family, God loves to care for his people who are in trouble
even when we deserve it; let this truth sooth your soul and move us
all to repentance and joy. 

Fourth, God’s word is a word of glory (5). The sight of broken-down
walls is not just a danger; it is shameful (Nehemiah 1:3). In the book
of Nehemiah, the enemies of God’s people taunt the people as they
rebuild their walls. They laugh about how if a mere fox jumps on the
wall, it will come crashing down (Nehemiah 4:3). The walls currently
existed as a heap of rocks, and this made God’s people a living,
laughing joke to the nations. Even though everyone was laughing at
God’s people, God was not. Rather than laughing, God was speaking
comforting words: he himself will be the glory of his people. 
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Again, we too often think that God treats us the way people do.
People judge us based on our special talents; God does not. 

People are often distant from us in our weakness; God is not. When
people laugh at us because of our brokenness, God speaks words of
love and comfort. Let’s be a people who think biblically and rightly
of God.

Now, what just happened in Zechariah is revolutionary! God
replaces the shame of his people with glory: God’s own presence.
The activity of God to his people is completely amazing. Here are a
people who are experiencing shame because of their shameful acts.
This sin caused God to abandon the temple. Ezekiel makes this
point in Ezekiel 10. There, Ezekiel sees a vision of God on wheels.
The point is this: the sin of God’s people means God is moving out
(See Ezekiel 10:18-19). But now, God promises to return to his
people in such a way that God’s glory is in their midst. Zechariah
sees a vision of prosperity, protection, and glory in the third night
vision. The temple is being rebuilt. 

Kingdom Blessings: Zechariah 2:6-12
In Zechariah 1:7-2:5, Zechariah saw three-night visions, and he
heard their interpretation. That changes in verse 6. In verses 6-12,
Zechariah is not seeing a new vision or learning its interpretation.
Rather, he learns the direct effect of these visions. In other words,
these verses describe how the first three-night visions should
transform us. This transformation is described in a variety of ways.
Let’s investigate those now. 
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First, the promise that God’s future, the glorious kingdom is coming
that should lead God’s people to come home (6-9). In verses 6-7,
God commands the people who still live among the nations to come
back to Jerusalem because there is still judgment reserved for the
nations who exiled Judah (8-9). The nations are in trouble. 

When they plundered God’s people, they took it too far and have
essentially engaged in gorging out their own eyes (8). I once saw a
person with a bracelet that said, “God has my back!” Intrigued I
asked them if he was a Christian, and he said, “No.” I was alarmed
by his audacity. It is a bold claim to think God has your back, but
that is what Zechariah 2:1-8 says. God will protect his people so that
when people abuse us it is like our abusers are poking out their own
eyes. Thus, there is judgment coming on the enemies of God’s
people, so God calls his people to come back home in verses 6-9.

Second, God’s glorious future kingdom will coincide with a glorious
reversal. The Lord plays on the word “plunder” in verses 8, 9.
Basically, God promises that those who plundered God’s people will
now be “plundered.” The lots will shift and God’s people who were
improvised by the nations will soon be enriched (2:9).

Third, the work of God moves God’s people to sing and rejoice
(2:10). We sing when we are delighted; that much is clear (John Piper
makes this point). For example, if I haven’t had a good night’s sleep
in several days because of sick children or an annoying dog, and
then I slept well for a night or two, do you know what happens? I
wake up singing! We sing when we are happy! Moreover, constantly
in Scripture, God appears to his people, and then they sing. This is
because God’s presence with his people makes us happy. 
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That is why God’s people must sing and rejoice (10). Notice that this
is a commandment: sing and rejoice (10). God doesn’t say we “will”
sing or we “sang.” Verse 10 does not describe us singing; it
commands us to sing! 

Singing and rejoicing is the natural response to God intervening in
history for our good. We see that here and countless other places in
Scripture. This is one reason why I hope we are praying often about
our next music minister. Let’s be clear: singing isn’t an optional
part of our Christian life nor is it a peripheral part of the Christian
life. Rather, it is one of the natural acts that flow from knowing
God! We sing and rejoice because he gives us intense joy! Although
we were once outcasts alienated from God, we are now children of
God: first-class kingdom citizens. 

Fourth, Jerusalem will burst at the seams according to verse 4
because God’s people will be made up of people from every tribe,
language, and nation (11). Let’s notice the language here: God says of
them that they will be his people (11). This phrase is a common
phrase in Scripture that describes God’s covenant relationship with
his people – they shall be his. This phrase recalls Exodus 19:1-6
where God tells Moses that Israel will be his treasured possession.
All who come to God joining themselves to him are made first-class
kingdom citizens (11). 

Fifth, God repeats again how he will be in their midst (11). The
repetition of this idea in verse 5 and now in verse 11 causes us to pay
special attention. Biblical authors repeat things on purpose and this
phrase, “I will be in their midst,” reminds us that our God is
relational. 
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Sixth, God’s future, glorious kingdom demands silence (2:13). The
command for silence is interesting, especially given the command of
verse 10: sing and rejoice. The idea though is clear. 

God is intervening in history and this intervention will produce
within God’s people utter joy and a focused anticipation. God
commands us to be silent because the glorious future kingdom is
already breaking into this world (See Barry Webb’s commentary
here). The King is on the move.

Seventh, this vision is a vision of the goal of creation being fulfilled.
Notice, again the repetition in verse 5 and 11 of God’s presence.
Moreover, we see in verse 11 the reality that the knowledge of the
Lord has spread to his people (Isaiah 11:9). Zechariah envisions a
city-wide temple, and a multiethnic people worshipping this king in
an era of prosperity, protection, and glory. This is a vision of the
new age. 

Application
This passage can transform us in many ways. First, integral to God’s
salvation are craftsmen (1:20). This is, on the one hand, unexpected.
Craftsmen are in the world’s eyes no match for big powerful horns.
On the other hand, they are exactly what is required. You see,
craftsmen built the tabernacle, the first temple, and will build this
second temple. God’s kingdom breaks into this world through
craftsmen. How will you engage this week as a craftsman building
the temple of God? Who will you share the gospel with? What will
you do? How will you grow? How will God’s plan to establish his
kingdom on earth extend throughout this earth this week through
your ordinary work?
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Second, are there some people here today who need to come to
Jesus? Jesus calls his people to come home in verses 6-9, and the
calls goes out again today. If you do not know Jesus, would you
come to him today? Would you believe that God raised him from the
dead and confess him as your Lord today (Romans 10:9)?

Third, for all of us who trust in Jesus, the command is to sing and
rejoice! This week, reflect on God’s grace to us, and sing and rejoice
because of it. This week should be filled with more singing and
more rejoicing than last week.

Fourth, we should have lots of confidence in Jesus. Judah deserved
their suffering because of their sin; yet, God spoke gracious words
to them. When others laughed at them in their brokenness, God
draws near to them with tender care. Let’s be a people who are
confident in God’s grace.

Fifth, this week should be marked by moments of silence. Our Lord
is on the move establishing his kingdom. Although this week should
be marked by singing, it should also be marked by silence. The king
is on the move. 

Prayer 
Oh God, help us to respond 
well to your word for your glory. 
We pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen. 
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