
In Zechariah 1:1-6, God gave a word to Zechariah, and Zechariah
delivered it to a broken, perplexed, and discouraged people. The
people he ministered to were grappling with fitting their current
circumstances with God’s past promises. Although God had
promised them that their kingdom would be his very kingdom
(Genesis 12, 15, 17) and that Judah would be the means whereby all
the families of the earth would be blessed, they currently struggled.
Economically, socially, and politically they were insignificant.
Additionally, they lacked the bravery and courage to rebuild their
temple. When the Samaritan to the north bribed the officials to
work against them, they did nothing. The work on the temple
stopped. These people were broken and confused; yet, God has a
word for them by the hand of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the
son of Iddo (1:1).

His first word was a call for the people to repent: to turn from their
sins and to turn to God (1:3-6), and remarkably, the people did. This
repentance sets the stage for the rest of the book: in particular, the
eight-night visions in Zechariah 17-6:15 and the two oracles
Zechariah 9-14 which describe God’s glorious, future kingdom.

ANGER, GRACE, JEALOUSY, 

AND PATROLLING HORSES: ZECHARIAH 1:7-17

1.30.2022 | 11TH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

PAGE  1  |  Z ECHAR IAH SER I ES

Pastor Anthony Ferguson



Our text for today covers the first-night vision: Zechariah 1:7-17. In
this vision, Zechariah sees patrolling horses, and the point of this
vision is to describe the transformation of God’s anger into grace!
We learn that our God causes anger to fade away and to be
replaced by grace and comfort.

Let’s investigate this idea together.

Patrolling Horses (1:7-11)
The first-night vision is described in verses 7-11. Before we discuss
the details of this vision, let’s pay close attention to the timing of
this vision. It occurs on the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh
month of the second year of Darius (1:7). There is a three-month
gap between the people’s repentance (Zechariah 1:1-6) and the
glorious future description we’ll read about in these eight-night
visions (Zechariah 11:7-6:15). Now, God gives a word to Haggai on
the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month in the second year of
Darius (Haggai 2:10, 20), and that word is a promise of blessings
because God’s people began to act: although their temple was
destroyed, they got to work in the ninth month. The timing of
Zechariah’s vision demonstrates that repentance must involve our
actions. Zechariah’s audience repented of their sin and their
ancestor’s sins, and they got to work. They began to rebuild the
temple. Repentance involves action. Notice also that these visions
occur right before the new year. A new day is dawning at the
beginning of a new year. 

The first-night vision is recorded in verses 7-10. Here, Zechariah
sees a scene: a man on a red horse in a ravine of myrtle trees (1:8). 
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 Three groups of horses were coming to him: red, brown, and white
(1:8). After seeing this scene, a conversation begins. 

Zechariah asks the angel with him the meaning of this scene (1:9),
and the angel tells him he will show him its meaning (1:9). At this
point, Zechariah begins to participate in the vision (1:10). The man –
who is an angel (1:11) – on the red horse in the ravine talks directly
to Zechariah and explains the vision. The Lord sent the groups of
horses – the red ones, brown ones, and white ones – to patrol the
earth. Patrolling horses were not an uncommon sight for Zechariah
and his audience. The Persians patrolled territory on horses (Webb,
The Message of Zechariah, 69). Long before there were drones and
police cars, patrolling was accomplished on horseback, and that is
what these horses are: patrol horses (1:10). 

They announce to the man on the red horse that the land is dwelling
securely (1:11), and this response changes everything. God’s future,
glorious kingdom will break into this world when God’s people
repent and when their enemies rest securely.  

The Fulcrum of Grace (1:12-13)
Now, verses 12-13 continue the dialogue that began in verse 9, but
I’ve made this a separate section because of the conversation
partner – the angel on the red horse begins to talk with the Lord –
and its substance. The content is the hinge of the universe! 

The patrollers have done their job – they’ve discovered that the
earth is at ease, and this reality causes intense emotion. The man on
the red horse asks the Lord an important question about the
expiration date of God’s anger (12). 
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He asks, “How long will you have no compassion on Jerusalem and
the cities of Judah whom you have been angry these seventy years
(1:12)?” 

Now, this man is not just asking, he is pleading! This question is
filled with emotion. Can you say these words without emotion:
“How long, O Lord?” calmly: not. 

This question and God’s reply is the hinge where futures are
rewritten. The Lord replies in verse 13 gracious and comforting
words (13)!

Let’s pause for a moment here and enjoy our God. Notice what God
replaces his anger with. He doesn’t replace anger with a milder
form of anger like passive aggression. He doesn’t answer the angel
in verse 13 with the word of “while they repented, but it is just a
matter of time before they mess up again, you know!” Nor is his
anger replaced by neutral feelings. He doesn’t say, “Ok, seventy
years have passed, let’s try it again!” No. The Lord’s anger is
replaced by gracious and comforting words. When God’s people
repent from their sins, when we come to God, God’s entire
disposition towards us shifts radically and dramatically. Grace
causes wrath to evaporate. 

Do we think of God in this way? It is tempting, when we sin, to think
that God’s disposition toward us is still one of anger and wrath. Or,
perhaps, we perceive God to be cold and distant from us? We are
tempted to think these same thoughts when we suffer. When we are
in pain, Satan whispers to us that God is far from us or that we are
suffering because God is getting us back for some past mistake. 
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These thoughts do not fit the message of Zechariah! Once God’s
people come to him, God will by no means cast them out (John 6:37;
Zechariah 1:13). God’s grace covers all his people’s sins so that we
have complete confidence that we are safe with Jesus despite
ourselves. Of course, God may discipline us when we sin, but Jesus’
aim in our discipline is not “to get” us but to care for us. 

Grace, Grace God’s Grace (1:14-17)
In verses 14-17, we learn about the substance of these gracious and
comforting words, but before we discuss the nature of these words,
notice something significant. Gracious words move people to action.
This angel hears the gracious words and he proclaims them. This is
the natural act that flows from grace: proclamation. Has God’s grace
resulted in proclamation for us? If not, perhaps today it should.
Grace always moves people to proclaim. 

Now with excitement and passion, let’s learn what these words are.

First, the gracious and comforting word is an announcement that
God is exceeding jealous of his people (1:14). Notice again the
emphasis here. The idea here is not merely that God is jealous of his
people, but that he is exceedingly jealous for his people with an
exclamation mark! Now, when we think of jealousy, we often think
that it is negative. This is because we often see sinful examples of
jealousy, but jealousy can be righteous. God’s jealousy is his intense
passion for the fidelity of his people in the presence of a rival
(Kristen Ferguson’s definition). What does the reality that God
experiences intense jealousy for his people tells us about God? It
tells us that he is relational, highly relational. 
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This doctrine – God’s jealousy – dispels every evil, demonic thought
in our minds that God desires to be distant from you, O Christian!
Every thought that God doesn’t care, or God has bigger and better
things to do, or God just sits back and watches the world work is
crushed under this truth: God is exceedingly jealous for his people. 

Not only does this doctrine prove that God is relational, but it
proclaims that he is good. When God’s people in the OT worshipped
other gods and bound themselves to them, they were binding
themselves to gods who could do them no good. God’s people
worshipped foreign gods like the Baals in hopes that their crops
would be watered, but the baals could never do this. God’s intense
jealousy moved him to act for his people – with judgment and with
salvation – so that they would return to the living God, the only one
who could satisfy them. 

Second, the gracious and comforting word is an announcement of
God’s anger (15). Zechariah 1:15 tells us that the nations at ease
furthered their disaster. You see, God had used these nations –
Babylon, in particular – to defeat Judah and to exile them because of
their sin. Yet, these nations provoked God to anger because of their
arrogance and harsh treatment of God’s people. These nations
assumed that they defeated God’s people because of their strength.
In other words, they didn’t understand the meaning of Judah being
defeated in battle (see examples of this in Isaiah 10:5-14 and Daniel
4:30). Not only did they arrogantly attribute Judah’s defeat to their
strength, but they took advantage of their position. They treated
those of Judah inhumanly when they defeated them. The Edomites,
for example, were cruel to those of Judah and even rejoiced over
their downfall (Obadiah 16). 
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The Babylonians too went too far. Habakkuk describes them as
lusting for destruction and collecting nations as if they were his
own (Habakkuk 2:4-5). The arrogance and cruelty of these nations
caused their disaster to be heightened.

This is a gracious and comforting word. It is a word that abusers
will be held accountable for their abuse. It is a word that justice will
not go on forever twisted and perverted. The Lord will judge those
who use their power to hurt the weak. God’s anger has moved away
from his people unto their abusers. Accountability is coming, and
this is good, gracious, and comforting. 

Third, God’s grace includes a rebuilt glorious city (16-17). God’s
jealousy for his people and his anger for those who abused them
leads to the vision of verses 16-17: a rebuilt city. Now, let’s
remember, these people currently are insignificant. Economically,
they have nothing. They have little food to eat (Haggai 1). Politically,
they have little freedom and are even being unjustly treated by the
Samaritans and Persians (Ezra 3-4), but religiously, they have
repented and acted bravely. The foundation of the temple has been
laid (Haggai 2). These people look at their circumstances and see
brokenness: broken hearts, broken walls, and a broken temple, but
God gave Zechariah a vision of a rebuilt city in the eleventh month
of the reign of Darius. 

The city includes a rebuilt temple (16). This is highly significant
because in the OT this was the place, the only place, where God had
promised to have communion with his people. The point is this: in
God’s future glorious kingdom God’s people will once again have
access to God.
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The city will prosper (16). A tape measure stretches out over the
entire city (16), and the angel announces that the city will overflow
with prosperity. 

Finally, the city will be rebuilt not by might or strength but by the
Lord. The Lord has chosen to again comfort his people (17). God’s
glorious future kingdom breaks into this world because the Lord
chooses to express his kindness to sinners.

Application
There are lots of ways that we should be affected by this passage. I’ll
focus on one. Let’s be a people who meditate often on the jealousy
of God. This doctrine should transform our view of sin: sin is never
light. Rather, the Bible describes it as spiritual “whoredom” and it
evokes God’s jealousy (Exodus 34:10-16). Despite the reality of sin,
God invites us to “return” to him. Zechariah 1 indicates that God
delights in speaking gracious and comforting words to his sinful
people who return to him (Zechariah 1:13). Let’s be a people who
often meditate on God’s jealousy for us.

Perhaps there is a non-Christian here, today. Would you come to
Jesus? Paul tells us how in Romans 10:9: he says that saving faith is
defined by confessing Jesus as your Lord and by believing that God
raised him from the dead. What that means is this: if Jesus is your
master and if you believe that he did what is necessary for your
forgiveness, then you will be saved. Would you come to Jesus,
today? 

PAGE  8  |  ZECHAR IAH SER I ES



Prayer
God, help us to be a people who meditate on you. Help us to
understand that you are a jealous God, and let this truth radically
change our perspective of sin, suffering, and even our obedience.
Do this in Jesus’ name, amen. 
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