
We are beginning a new sermon series this week on the book of
Zechariah. Some of you might wonder why we are studying the book
of Zechariah. As I have been preparing for this sermon series, I’ve
had two hopes. 

1) I hope that this sermon series equips us to read the biblical
prophets well. Approximately thirty to forty percent of our Bibles are
prophets, and most of us do not read them, and for good reason. We
do not know how to read them. Therefore, I hope that this sermon
series equips us to read the prophets well.

2) I hope that this sermon series is not just a means to an end but is
itself an end. I hope that our study of Zechariah will cultivate within
us deeper love and devotion to Jesus. As we study this book, we’ll
learn a new vocabulary. We will learn the meaning of words like the
exile, the Second Temple, the Persian Empire, Zerubabbel, Cyrus,
and others. We will see how God interacted with his people during
the sixth and fifth centuries BC and as we see this interaction, we
will see God in new and glorious ways. I am convinced that as we see
these truths, we’ll love God more deeply.
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With that overview in mind, let’s get to our text for today: Zechariah
1:1-6. The main idea of today’s sermon is that God’s glorious and
future kingdom breaks into this world through repentance. We’ll
learn in Zechariah 1:7-6:17 about eight-night visions that describe
God’s future kingdom in glorious ways, but before we can rightly
behold the glory of these visions, Zechariah’s audience must first
repent from their sin.

I hope that this text will produce in us the same response:
repentance. Let’s now explore this text together.

God Speaks to the Broken (1:1)
The Lord gives the words of Zechariah 1:1-6 to Zechariah on the
eighth month of the second year of Darius (1). Darius is the king of
Persia who reigned from 522-486. When we think about the timeline
of Israel and its important events, we see that Zechariah is
ministering at the same time as Haggai (1:1 [second year, sixth
month, first day], 1:15 [second year, sixth month, twenty-fourth day],
2:1 [second-year seventh month, twenty-first day], 2:10, 20 [second
year, ninth month, twenty-fourth day]). Roughly 19 years earlier,
after the Persian Empire defeated the Babylonians, Cyrus made a
decree that the exiles of Judah could return home (Ezra 1). Thus,
Zechariah is ministering to a people who spent 70 years exiled from
their home but who have now spent roughly 19 years back home.  

Despite being home, Zechariah’s audience is struggling. The people
are struggling politically (See Barry Webb The Message of Zechariah,
24-26). They are not an independent nation with a king from the
times of David, but a territory of the Persian empire terrorized by
the territory to the north, Samaria, who once governed Judah. 
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Samaria is not happy with their reduction of power so they are
making life very difficult for Judah. They are making every effort to
frustrate their plans and even bribing authorities to work against
them. This opposition has continued for decades (Ezra 4:4). Judah is
also struggling economically. They have limited resources so they
cannot even rebuild their walls (Nehemiah 3-4). The agriculture
industry is in turmoil as Haggai explains and they are left very needy
(Haggai 1:1-11). In addition to political and economic struggles, the
people are experiencing religious problems. The Samaritans
pressured the authorities so that the people were not permitted to
rebuild the temple. Sadly, the people were not brave or strong. They
laid the foundation of the temple and then stopped. This response
was less than ideal (Haggai 1-2).

These struggles caused Zechariah’s audience to be perplexed,
confused, and discouraged. How does their current reality fit with
God’s promises? For example, God promised Abraham that God
would establish his kingdom through Abraham’s family (Genesis 12:1-
3, 15:7-21). This family would be the means whereby kingdom
blessings would spread to all the families of the earth (Genesis 12:3).
During Zechariah’s time, Judah is impoverished and broken. How
could they possibly be the means whereby the nations are blessed?

What about the promises God spoke through Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel? These prophets told the people that God’s glorious salvation
would include a return to the days of David and Solomon (see
prophecies like Isaiah 11; Jeremiah 3:17-25, 33:14-22; Ezekiel 36:22-36). 
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This glorious salvation would include a return to their homeland, but
more than that. It would include political, economic, and religious
prosperity (see passages like Jeremiah 33 and Ezekiel 36). God’s
people are home but are not flourishing. 

So here is the discouraging and perplexing situation. How does
Judah’s current situation fit with God’s promises? There are many
ways to answer this question, and here are some of the prevailing
thoughts during this time. First, some answered this question by
saying that Israel was exiled because God couldn’t protect them. The
Babylonians taunted the exiles constantly (Psalm 137) and told them
that their god – Marduk – was stronger, bigger, and better than the
Lord (see Deuteronomy 32:26-27; Ezekiel 36:22-38). Simply put, the
Lord was no match for Marduk and the Babylonians.

Second, some answered this question – why were we exiled? – by
saying that God just didn’t care about the people. This answer doesn’t
attack God’s power but his character. In Jeremiah 30:17, for example,
we learn that the Babylonians call Judah an outcast, “It is Zion, for
whom no one cares! (Jeremiah 30:17).

Third, the prophets told Judah that they were exiled because of their
sin. Moses predicts the future exile in 1400 BC and explains why this
will happen in Deuteronomy 28-30, 28:25-26. This is the point of
Samuel and Kings: God’s people are exiled because of their sin, and
Jeremiah makes this point in Lamentations 1.

The answer is clear. God’s people are struggling because of their
sins. This, however, brings up another important question. Does the
exile nullify God’s promises? 
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In other words, has the exiled caused God to change his plan? God
promised to establish his kingdom on earth through Abraham so that
his plan for creation might be achieved. Yet, 1600 years after this
promise to Abraham, Abraham’s family is insignificant politically,
military, and economically. 

They have no blessings and seemingly nothing to bless all the
families of the earth with. Thus, the question arises: has our sin
caused God to change his promises?  Lamentations 5:21-22 articulates
this question:

21 Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may be restored! Renew
our days as of old— 22 unless you have utterly rejected us, and you
remain exceedingly angry with us.

Zechariah is ministering to broken, confused, and discouraged
people. They have been exiled because of their sin and they know it,
but they wonder if they are damaged goods. If God has moved on
from Abraham’s family. In this context, God has a word by the hand
of Zechariah.

God Calls the Broken to Himself (Zechariah 1:2-6)
God’s word for these broken, perplexed, and confused people is
glorious. First, the Lord provides the answer to the first question
again. Judah was exiled because God was very angry with Judah’s
fathers (1:2). God’s response to Judah and their sin is extensive:
notice the word very. The Lord was not just angry with their fathers;
he wasn’t ambivalent; he certainly wasn’t happy. His response was
extreme: he was very angry with them.
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Now, to be clear, God’s response to Judah wasn’t unjust. Their sin
had provoked this intense anger. When we read about God’s people,
we see story after story illustrate that God was extremely patient
with them. God tells us that he is slow to anger. The Lord even
identifies this attribute as part of his name (Exodus 24:6). When God’s
people think about God, they often described him as slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love (Numbers 14:18; Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm
86:15, 103:8, 145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2; Nahum 1:3). 

Thus, when God describes himself as very angry toward Judah’s
fathers, we must understand that this response is the climax of
decades and centuries of patience. Indeed, God is angry, very angry
at them because of their sin. Their cities were destroyed, family
members were killed, and their culture was smashed because of their
sin.

Yet, notice the word of our glorious Lord. He invites the people to
repent, to return to him (1:3). Certainly, God had spoken a word of
judgment to them: they were kicked out of their home because God
said to the Babylonians, “Go up and conquer Judah!” God’s word,
however, is never merely a word of judgment for his people. Rather,
he calls the people to himself!

God is compassionate to the broken, and this reality indicates that
the only safe place for God’s people is in the arms of the God who
disciplines them. This idea might seem counterintuitive to some, but
it is very natural. I remember a story a friend from Louisville told us.
She told us of how her husband came home one day to their son
being naughty. He disciplined him, and his son looked at him in the
eyes and said, “Dad, I love you.”
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I have experienced the same thing with my children. When they are
naughty, they receive discipline, but the discipline always ends with
an embrace. They know that despite the discomfort of the discipline,
the safest place for them to be is with Daddy. God was very angry at
Judah’s fathers for their sins, but this doesn’t change God’s
invitation. He invites them to come back to him.

Now, the command to return to the Lord is a command to repent (3).
Notice verse 6: so they repented. The term “repentance” is a
Christian term. We do not often use it in other contexts. Therefore,
we often have a fuzzy idea of what these kinds of terms mean, and
that’s why a passage like Zechariah 1:1-6 is so helpful.

This word for “repent” literally means “to return.” Now, notice that
the word “return” is a directional word. It indicates a movement
away from something and a movement toward something else. In
short, repentance means to turn from sin and to the Lord.

Zechariah 1:1-6 indicates that repentance involves our hearts. Notice
again verse 3. God tells the people to return to him and he will return
to them (3). What motivates repentance at its core is the kind word of
our God who says, “It is safe to come to me with your sin.” Right
theology when coupled with faith woos us to return to the Lord.

Notice also verse 4-5. Zechariah asks the people rhetorical questions
that demand a certain level of knowledge. For example, Zechariah
asks the people to take seriously the mortality of human life. He says,
“Where are your fathers and the prophets?” The rhetorical answer is
that they are dead.
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Now notice the second question: “But my words and my statutes
which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not overtake
your fathers?” (6). The Lord refers to how the former prophets like
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel told the people that if they continued to
sin, they would be exiled (see for example Isaiah 6). Zechariah
demands that the people come to grips with the fact that the
prophets were right, and their fathers were wrong! They must agree
with God in his judgment and stop making excuses. Repentance
involves our minds.

Repentance involves our hearts, minds, and it also involves a
commitment. Notice verse 6. Now let’s observe verse 6 since here in
God’s inspired word, God illustrates for us the nature of repentance.
It says,

So they repented and said, ‘As the LORD of hosts purposed to deal
with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.’”

Repentance involves agreeing with God in our judgment and being
wooed by God’s kindness. These realities move a person to submit
themselves to God’s word. This submission is what we see illustrated
in verse 6. The people do not justify themselves or make excuses for
their sins. They do not blame their ancestors for their sin and
rationalize how if they were in this position they would have done
better as the Pharisees did (Matthew 23:29-36). No. They humbly
accept God’s judgment. Repentance at its core is a commitment to
submit to God. It trusts that God is right to do what he has done even
when it results in us suffering or experiencing difficulties.
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Application 
In Zechariah 1:1-6, Zechariah answers two of the most pressing
questions that these people are facing: 1) Why were we exiled? Judah
was exiled because of their sin. 2) Does the exile nullify God’s
promises? No, our sin does not derail God’s plan for us, but the
pathway to God accomplishing his plan is always repentance. As we
will see in the weeks to come, repentance opens the flood gates of
salvation.

So, how should this passage affect us, church family? It could affect
us and should affect us in many ways. First, some of us trust that
Jesus died for us, but we wonder if our sin has caused God to reject
us. We need to meditate on the truth that our sin does not derail
God’s plan. God’s plan with Judah would be accomplished despite
them, and the same is true with us. We should be comforted in this
truth, and this should motivate us to radical obedience.

Second, it is tempting for some of us to listen to the world when we
are suffering. Babylon had an answer for why Judah was suffering as
they were, but their answer was wrong. God wasn’t weak or uncaring.
Judah was exiled because of their sin. When we suffer, we must look
to the Bible to provide us with the answers for our suffering. We
cannot look to the world for answers.

PAGE  9  |  ZECHAR IAH SER I ES



Third, God’s glorious future kingdom breaks into this world
through repentance. Certainly, God’s kingdom depends on other
things. Primarily, it depends on God’s grace. Even in Zechariah, we
should notice that God had already brought the people home 19
years earlier. That was God’s grace. Yet, still, it also depends on
repentance. Maybe there are some of us here today who need to
honestly evaluate our lives and repent from hidden or unhidden
sins. God’s kingdom will not break into this world through
unrepentant people.

Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today? Paul tells us in
Romans 10:9 that if we confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead, then
we will be saved. What that means is this: if you will commit to Jesus
being your Lord, and you believe that he did what is necessary for
you to be saved (he died on the cross and rose again from the dead),
then you will be saved. That is saving faith. Would you come to Jesus
today?

Prayer
God, do a work in our lives today drawing the lost to you, moving
many to repentance, and helping us all think rightly of you. We pray
these things in Jesus’ name, amen.
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