
For the last nine months we’ve studied the book of Matthew, and today
I’d like for us to review four important truths that we’ve learned. These
truths are 1) the long-awaited Messiah is here, 2) the Messiah has a
kingdom mission, 3) kingdom citizens have a kingdom mission, and 4)
most people are not ready for the kingdom. 

I hope that this sermon will help us consolidate what we’ve learned.
Repeating themes, especially over an extended period, tends to do that,
and I hope that’s what happens today. In other words, I hope 6 months
from now when you have a conversation about the book of Matthew,
you’d discuss these four themes. I also hope that 6 months from now
that these truths would continue to affect your life: that your devotion
to Jesus would be deeper because of them.

Let’s now review these truths together. 

The Long-Awaited for Messiah is Here
Throughout Matthew 1-4, Matthew explained from various angles that
the long-awaited for King is here. The genealogy that begins the book
declared this fact since Jesus is an offspring of David and Abraham
(Matthew 1). Then, in Matthew 2-3, Matthew showed how Jesus fulfilled
prophecies about the coming king from books like Isaiah, Micah, and
Jeremiah. 
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Next, Matthew gets very creative. He presented Jesus as reliving the
history of God’s people. Adam and Israel were both declared to be
God’s sons (Genesis 5; Exodus 4), tempted (Genesis 3; Exodus 15-18),
and failed (Genesis 3; Exodus 15-18). Their failures brought death and
destruction to all people, but Jesus is different. Like Adam and Israel,
he is declared to be God’s son at his baptism (Matthew 3:17) and is
tempted (Matthew 4), but unlike Adam and Israel, Jesus does not fail
when tempted. He succeeds. Satan tests Jesus’ sonship with various
temptations, but Jesus will not listen to the serpent. He listens to his
Father and proves that he is truly the Son of God: the Messiah is here. 

The Messiah has a Kingdom Mission
The Messiah is here for a mission. He is here to reverse the curse and
bring kingdom blessings and we saw this in Jesus’ healing ministry. We
saw Jesus touch lepers, people who were social outcasts and liabilities
to society. It was dangerous to touch them or be touched by them but
this is exactly what Jesus did. He touched them and made the curse of
skin disease, loneliness, and being a social outcast go away (Matthew
8:1-4). Men possessed by demons experienced the domination of
demonic forces lose all power at the word of Jesus (Matthew 8:28-34). A
daddy whose heart was crushed by the curse of death saw the curse
come undone by a touch of the savior (Matthew 9:18-26). His daughter
was raised to life. The healing miracles all proclaim the same message,
“The cursed old creation comes undone in Jesus!”

Jesus’ teaching demonstrates his mission of reversing the curse and
bringing kingdom blessings. The Lord’s prayer is a good example of
this since Jesus tells us to approach God directly as our Father
(Matthew 6:9).What exactly are the kingdom blessings? Kingdom
blessings are having a right relationship with God and everything that
flows from that one reality. 
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Jesus teaches us that we can access God directly as a child accesses a
Father. The problem with humanity – sin which separates us from God
is crushed by Jesus. Because of his presence, we are invited to address
God as our Father (Matthew 6:5-15). 

Jesus’ teaching and preaching ministry as well as his healing prove that
the curses fade away in Jesus’ presence. Ultimately, this mission
depends on the cross and the empty tomb as Jesus makes clear in the
Garden of Gethsemane. There, Jesus prayed that the cup would pass
from him if possible, and there, the Father assured him that the cup
can't pass away (Matthew 26:36-46). As dawn began to break on the day
after the Sabbath, the dawn of a new age began. Two women went to
Jesus’ tomb and heard the glorious announcement that “Jesus is not
dead, he has risen (28:6).” Death no longer reigns in Jesus’ presence,
church family. Jesus came for a mission: to crush the curse and to
bring kingdom blessings. 

Kingdom Citizens have a Kingdom Mission 
The Messiah lived missionally and all kingdom citizens must live
similarly. This truth was repeated many times in Matthew. Matthew
illustrated Jesus’ Galilean teaching, preaching, and healing ministry in
Matthew 5-9. Then, Matthew records Jesus' famous announcement in
Matthew 9:25-28 that the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
Thus, it is no mistake that Matthew 10:1-11:1 depicts Jesus discipling
more workers to participate with him in kingdom work. Jesus calls the
disciples (10:1-4), instructs his disciples (10:5-15), warns his disciples
(10:16-39), reminds them of the reward of kingdom work (10:40-42), and
then after sending them out, he likewise goes out and works (11:1).
Jesus’ ministry is a duplicating ministry. Of course, there are some
aspects of Jesus’ ministry that we cannot duplicate: only he is uniquely
qualified to die for our sins. 
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Yet, the mission of bringing kingdom blessings to those under the
curse is a mission Jesus invites us to participate in. When one examines
the book of Acts, we see that the early church is doing the same things
Jesus did. The point is this: kingdom citizens look like the king. The
king disciples us to be like him (Matthew 10:1-11:1). 

This same idea was found in Jesus’ last sermon: the Olivet Discourse.
Here, we saw a major transition occur. Throughout Holy Week,
Matthew repeated two themes: the king is here, but the people were
not ready. Then, Matthew challenged us: Jesus’ first coming was
unexpected and the people were not ready. His second coming will
likewise be unexpected, and we better be ready. Because of this, Jesus
detailed for us a biblical readiness paradigm in Matthew 24-26. This
paradigm was illustrated by the unnamed woman who anointed Jesus
for burial in Matthew 26:6-13. This woman, unlike everyone else around
her, was ready. Three details proved that she was ready. 1) She knew
what time it was - the king was in her presence. 2) She knew what
resources she had – a very expensive bottle of perfume. 3) She spent
her resources for the glory of Jesus – she poured out the entire bottle
on Jesus. 

This paradigm was illustrated after Jesus’ birth by another unexpectant
person: Joseph of Arimathea. Like the unnamed women, Joseph 1) knew
what time it was – Jesus was dead. 2) He knew what resources he had –
a position to talk to Pilate, an empty tomb, and the resources to bury
Jesus. 3) He used his resources for the glory of Jesus – he asked for
Jesus’ body and buried him in the tomb.

Matthew 4 powerfully described how Jesus rewrites the history of his
people. Where Adam, Israel, and we failed, Jesus did not. And because
he died for us, his righteousness is given to us as a gift. 
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There is the religious elite who hear Jesus’ teaching and see his
miracles, and they hate him because he is a threat to their position
and power.
There is Judas who loves money more than Jesus so when he gets an
opportunity to use his position to make money, he takes it.
The crowds love to follow Jesus because Jesus meets their needs.
Jesus feeds them and provides a show. Yet, when Jesus starts
talking about them prioritizing him above everything including
their tummies, their comfort, and their families, they leave him. 
The disciples are committed to Jesus. They have left everything to
be with Jesus, but they often say the wrong thing and do the wrong
thing. 
There is, according to Matthew, an unnamed woman, who
understands who Jesus is and the significance of the moment. She
does what seems crazy to everyone. She spends the most expensive
perfume on Jesus. She knows the mission and she knows her
resource and she spends it for the glory of God. Joseph of
Arimathea does the same thing.

This rewritten history given to us as a gift not only affects our past but
our future. In other words, our rewritten past moves us to live a new
future. The unnamed woman and Joseph of Arimathea live this new
future, but sadly, most of his disciples do not. Whose future will we
live: one shaped by the past Jesus gives us as a gift or one shaped by
the past we earned as our just wage?

Most People are not ready for the Kingdom 
The King is here with the kingdom and all its blessings, and sadly, most
people are not ready. As we studied the book of Matthew, we saw a
spectrum of responses to Jesus and his ministry. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

P A G E  5  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S



The only group that is ready for Jesus’ coming is the last, and
according to Jesus, that is the only category of people who make it.
This was the point of Jesus’ parable of the talents: only the servants
who duplicate their talents make it (Matthew 25:14-30). This was the
idea of the 10 virgins: only the virgins who were ready for Jesus coming
made it (Matt 25:1-13). Church family, what role are you currently
playing. Let’s all honestly reflect on our life and commit today anew to
play the role of the last category.

Also, as we participate with Jesus in kingdom work, people will
respond to us in the same ways. Jesus warned his people of this in
Matthew 10:16-39. People will hate us, abuse us, and talk poorly of us.
We might lose relationships, good relationships, because we boldly and
lovingly talked about Jesus. Be warned, not everyone will be happy with
us for talking about Jesus. Despite this, living on mission is worth it.

As soon as Jesus warns his disciples of the difficulties of living on
mission, he reminds them of the rewards of living on mission (10:40-
42). The reward is breathtaking and glorious. It is what we were made
for: utter fulfillment for eternity enjoying the God of the universe.
Let’s be ready for a spectrum of replies as we live on mission. 

Application 
So here is how I want us to be transformed by our study of Matthew. 

First, I want us to rejoice, truly rejoice, in who Jesus is and what he has
done. The nightmare of the curse of sin and death is undone in Jesus.
How could we not rejoice with great delight and satisfaction in this
truth! Jesus has come and undone what we never could. 
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Second, all of Matthew is aimed at the Great Commission. It is aimed at
the call for all of Jesus’ followers to extend his mission to the ends of
the earth. Let’s be a people who live 2022 marked by this mission. Let’s
be like the unnamed woman and Joseph of Arimathea: 1) let’s know
what time it is – the King can come back any moment, 2) let’s
understand what resources we have – time, skills, relationships,
money, and 3) let’s commit to using these resources for the sake of the
mission.

Third, let’s be equipped to make disciples. How does Jesus make
disciples? 1) He calls people to himself. Let’s be a people who preach
the gospel to the lost. 2) Jesus instructs and warns his people about the
mission. Let’s be a people who bring people to Jesus and immediately
commission them about how to live on mission. 3) Jesus reminds them
of their reward. Let’s be a people who speak often with new believers
about the glory of life with Jesus. 4) Let’s send them out and get back to
work. Duplicating ourselves is integral to the mission. Thus, let’s
prepare disciples to go out and make disciples.

Fourth, I’ve thought about this last point quite a bit. When we invite
people to live on mission, what are we inviting them to? We are inviting
them to Jesus and to live new creation lives. A new creation life is a life
lived in community with the church. If this is the case, and it is, we
must be a kind of new creation people. In other words, we must look
drastically different than this world. If we bicker like this world, fight
each other like this world, try to grab power from one another like this
world, then we must ask the question, “What are we inviting people to?
If we look like this world, we are not inviting them to Jesus at all.
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Church family, before we commit to living on mission and are equipped
to do it, we must be new creation people. We must be a people who
have been awestruck by Jesus, a people happy and delighted in Jesus! We
must be a people who know that all is well because Jesus died for our
souls. Are we new creation people? If not, we are inviting people to
another path that leads straight to hell. New Creation is about being a
new kind of people. Faith in Jesus does this; it makes us new. Let’s
invite people to Jesus, the one who has made us new!

Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today? Would you come to the
one who can make you new? If you would come to him today trusting
that he died for you and confessing him as your Lord, then he will give
you his righteousness as a gift. Would you come to Jesus, today?

Prayer
God, I pray that we would be completely transformed by Matthew and
that our new year would be a year of radical mission for your glory.
Save many people and disciple many people through us this year
because of our study through Matthew. We pray these things in Jesus’
name, amen. 
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