
Today is the beginning of the advent season. Advent means “coming”
and the four Sundays leading up to Christmas mark the advent season.
We will begin our advent season tonight at our Advent service, and this
season is a time of remembering that Jesus has come. It is also a season
to anticipate that Jesus will come again. Do these themes sound
familiar? These themes have dominated Holy Week in Matthew:
Matthew 21-28. We have seen in these chapters that the king is here, but
the people are not ready. Then, Jesus transitioned from describing his
audience’s spiritual condition to exhorting us to be different than them:
we must be ready for his second coming. Sadly, the story of Holy Week
indicates that it is easy not to be ready. Almost everyone in the story is
ill-prepared for the magnitude of the week: from the religious elite to
the disciples. 

Today, we read about two trials: the Jewish and the Roman trial of
Jesus. We learn again today that the people were not ready. Judas and
Peter both deny Jesus and are broken because of it. Still, the religious
elite progress in their wicked plan, and Pilate concedes to crucifying
Jesus for political reasons. The crowds who welcomed him into
Jerusalem days earlier are now shouting for him to be crucified. In a
sense, everyone is working against God’s mission. Yet, in another sense,
God is using everyone’s cowardice and sin to accomplish his plan. Thus,
we see the glory and sovereignty of God in this passage. The main idea
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Live lives of true repentance from sin
Embrace the doctrine that what man intends for evil, God intends
for good

of today’s sermon is that God because God works all evil things out for
good, we must embrace a biblical paradigm of readiness. 

Many things threaten us from being ready for Jesus’ coming. So, what
exactly is a biblical paradigm of readiness. We learned in Matthew
26:6-13 that being ready means understanding the time and our
resources and being committed to using our resources for the mission
of God. Today, we will learn two new dimensions to the biblical
paradigm of readiness: 

1.
2.

Let’s now explore these ideas together. 

The Denial of Religious Elite: Matthew 26:57-68
Matthew records for us the Jewish trial of Jesus in Matthew 26:57-75,
and let’s notice several important details about the wickedness of this
trial. First, let’s understand the reason for this trial: it derives from
misplaced affections. Matthew tells us this in a later verse – Matthew
27:18. He says that the Jews delivered Jesus to Pilate because of envy
(27:18). Moreover, we saw in Matthew 23 how the religious elite loved
power and position more than Jesus. This trial exists because the
religious elite have misplaced their affections. In other words, Jesus is
on trial because the religious elite love power and position more than
Jesus which is not the way it was designed. Jesus is more glorious than
power and position; yet, the religious elite are blind to Jesus’ glory.
Their desires are misplaced. 

Sadly, the disciples do not understand. Their failure to understand
leads them to scoff at this glorious and Christ-exalting gesture. They
say that this perfume should have been spent and given to the poor
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(26:9); they call this a waste (26:8). Now, considering the context, their
conclusion seems to be appropriate since Jesus just finished
explaining how God’s people must care sacrificially for poor
Christians (25:31-46). It seems that the disciples are simply applying
that lesson, but they have misapplied it because they have lost sight
of Jesus and do not understand the time: the cross is near. This
woman, however, gets it, and we must too. 

Second, this misplaced affection makes the religious elite do chaotic
things. In this scene, the religious elite are willing to do anything to
protect their idol of power and position. For example, Matthew tells
us that the religious elite were seeking “false testimony” against
Jesus. Imagine the horrors of this scene. The leaders of God’s people
should have embodied love and loyalty. They should have prized truth
because the God they “supposedly” worshipped is the God of loyal
love and truth. The leaders, however, look nothing like the God they
“supposedly” worshipped. Rather, their hearts are gripped by power
and position. They will do anything to protect this idol even find false
testimony against Jesus 

Notice the timing of this event is Thursday night since the first hour
of the day was around 6 am and Matthew identifies the beginning of
morning in Matthew 27:1 (see John 11:9, 19:14; Acts 10:3). 

The procedure is strange too. Many witnesses were brought forward
at this trial to provide testimony against Jesus, but their testimony
was deficient (26:60). Imagine a scene of witnesses coming forward
and offering terrible evidence. The trial is not going well for the
religious elite. 

Third, misplaced affections make the religious elite think
nonsensically. During the Jewish trial, the religious elite ask him
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directly, “Are you the Christ, the son of the living God” (26:63)? Jesus
answers “yes” and then explains that they will soon see him “seating”
at the right hand of God and “coming” on the clouds (64). Jesus here
alludes to Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13. Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13 say,

     The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make 
     your enemies your footstool” (Psalm 110:1).

     I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
     there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of 
     Days and was presented before him (Daniel 7:13).

By referring to these passages, Jesus proclaims that he is the coming
King of God’s people who will rule over Israel as the greater David
(Psalm 110:1-4). He is the one whom the Father gives an everlasting
kingdom (Daniel 7:13-14). Jesus’ reply to the religious elite is simple: I
am the Christ. Despite Jesus answering “yes”, this response is
blasphemous to the religious elite. It is entirely inappropriate for
Jesus to claim that he is the king who will get the everlasting kingdom
even though they saw him heal the blind, raise the dead, teach with
profound authority, and fulfill prophecies. The religious elites’ love of
power and position leads them to act nonsensically and crucify Jesus. 

Peter’s Denial: Matthew 26:69-75
As this trial progresses, there is another scene taking place – Peter’s
threefold denial of Jesus outside (26:69-75). The scene is
straightforward. Two servant girls identify him as being with Jesus,
and Peter denies it (26:70-72) even with an oath (72). Then, a
“bystander” identifies his accent as indicating that he was with Jesus
(26:73). Peter invokes a curse upon himself and swears that he was not
with Jesus (26:74). What is going on here, church family? Peter was
adamant that he would not deny Jesus just a few hours earlier. This
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denial is certainly not premeditated, but it is Peter’s natural response
to this pressure of the moment. Peter, like the religious elite, denies
Jesus, and Peter weeps bitterly (75).

Judas’ Denial: Matthew 27:1-10
The religious elite have denied Jesus and so has Peter. With this
context in mind, it is no accident that Matthew includes for us the
scene of Judas’ denial. 

Let’s discuss one important truth here: the right way to handle the
guilt and shame of our sin. Judas changes his mind about what he did
in verse 3. He is even sad that he betrayed Jesus: notice the tone of his
voice in verse 4. I have sinned by betraying innocent blood. This
statement in this context is filled with emotion. Judas is sad for what
he did. Notice also that he confesses his sin in verse 4. He admits that
what he did was wrong. Finally, we should be very aware that he even
tries to make his wrong right: he gives back the money in verse 3. Yet,
despite this change of mind, confession, this act of giving the money
back, and the emotion of sadness, Judas does not repent. Rather, he
kills himself (27:5). 

There is an important lesson here for us about the nature of
repentance, church family. In other words, we should pay careful
attention to how we handle the guilt and shame of our sin. There is a
wrong way to handle this sadness, guilt, and shame, and there is a
right way. The wrong way leads to destruction; the right way leads to
restoration. 

Judas illustrates to us the wrong way to deal with the guilt and shame
of sin. Judas is broken, changes his mind, confessed his sin, tried to
make it right, but did not repent. He killed himself. Peter illustrates to
us the right way. Although Matthew does not include the scene of
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Peter’s restoration, John does in John 21:9-23. There we learn that true
repentance is grounded in a love of Jesus, not hated of being sad,
guilty, or experiencing shame. When we sin, if what is motivating us is
that we hate to feel sad, we hate to feel shame, we hate that we are
guilty – if this is the foundation of our response to our sin – then we
will end up like Judas, figuratively or literally. The foundation of true
repentance is love for Jesus. Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves
Jesus, and Peter does. Then, Jesus tells Peter to follow him. The
foundation of true repentance – which leads to following Jesus – is
love for Jesus, not hatred for feeling guilty. 

When you sin, how do you handle the guilt and shame? Let’s commit
today to handling it with love of Jesus. Let love of Jesus move us to
obedience. 

Pilate’s Denial and the Crowd’s Denial: Matthew 27:11-26
At this point in the passage, the religious elite, Judas, and Peter have
denied Jesus, and now Pilate and the crowds will deny him too. Of
course, each denial is different and unique, but at the core of each of
these scenes is a cowardice denial of the king. 

When we examine in verses 11-26, we see that Pilate denies Jesus for
political reasons. Certainly, Pilate tries to release Jesus through the
custom of releasing a prisoner at Passover, but the religious elite
persuade the crowds to ask for Barabbas as opposed to Jesus (27:20-23).
The identification of these people as the “crowds” is cryptic given the
fact that just a few days earlier (20), the “crowds” welcomed Jesus to
Jerusalem by identifying him as the king of God’s people (Matthew 21).
Thus, at this point we’ve seen the religious elite, Peter, Pilate, and the
crowds all deny Jesus. At this point, a riot was beginning, so Pilate chose
to crucify Jesus to appease the crowds (27:24-26). Like the religious elite,
his love for power and position is stronger than his love for the King. 
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Application
Church family, as we examine these two trials, we realize that
everyone is denying Jesus because of misplaced affections. They are
not ready for Jesus’ coming. Some love money more than Jesus (Judas)
while others love power and position more (religious elite and Pilate).
During this Advent season, let’s embrace a biblical paradigm of
readiness. The unnamed woman was ready. She understood the time,
her resources, and was committed to spending them for the sake of
God’s glory among all peoples.

Today, we saw two new aspects this paradigm. We saw the nature of
true repentance. True repentance is rooted in love for Jesus, not love
of comfort or hatred of feeling guilty or shame. Let’s be a people who
walk in repentance, not destructive remorse. 

We also saw an underlining current to these scenes: everyone devised
evil against Jesus, but what man meant for evil, God intended for good
(Genesis 50:20). Church family, being ready means that we embrace
this truth. When others intend evil against us or when we intend evil
against others. We must understand that God will work out evil for
glorious good. The cross proves this. Thus, if we are to be ready, we
must hold this doctrine firmly. 

Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today? 
Would you trust that he died for sinners, and would 
you follow him today? If so, please let us know.  
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Prayer
God give us grace to use everything we have to
spread your glory throughout the planet. We pray
these things in Jesus' name, amen. 
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