
The events of Matthew 26 represent some of the last things Jesus did
on earth before his crucifixion, and when people know that they’ll
die, their final days are meaningful. They are filled with the things
most important to them. Jesus’ final moments are about the mission:
he prepares himself for the mission, he prepares his disciples for
living on mission after his death, and he is prepared for the mission
by an unnamed woman. 

Church family, if you knew you only had a few days to live, what
would you do? What would you fill those days with? My hope today,
church family, is that we would examine our lives with somber
reflection and commit again to living our life for the glory of our God.  

Let’s now explore this idea together. 

Preparing the Disciples: Matthew 26:1-5
In verses 1-5, we see that Jesus prepares his disciples for the mission
by reminding them of his soon death. Jesus says in verse 2 that he will
be betrayed to be crucified soon (Matthew 26:2). Jesus’ entire ministry
aimed at the cross. When Jesus defeated the serpent in the desert, the
cross was in view. When Jesus healed the sick or cast out demons, the
cross was in view. Throughout Matthew, we have heard the glorious
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word that the curse comes undone in Jesus, and this all points us to
the cross. Again, let’s be mistaken: the universe, time, and the entire
Bible aims at the cross. This fact is evident in the garden of Eden
when God creates humanity in his image and tasks them with the job
of spreading his glory over the entire planet. Adam and Eve,
foreshadow, even before they sin Jesus since he is the true image of
God who accomplishes the glorious task of spreading the glory of God
to all corners of the globe by dying on the cross. A crucial moment in
history, in time, and the Bible is near, and Jesus knows it and he
prepares his disciples for it by reminding them of it.

Meanwhile, the religious elite, image-bearers of God, who are
designed by God to point to Jesus are conveying a plan to destroy him
(26:3-5). While Jesus is determined to accomplish God’s mission, the
religious elite are determined to carry out the serpent’s mission of
killing the image of the Lord. The cross is near. 

Being Prepared by an Unnamed Woman: Matthew 26:6-16
In verses 6-16, something remarkable happens. Throughout Jesus’
ministry, most people are unaware of Jesus’ significance and the
significance of his acts. That is especially true of Holy Week since
Matthew portrays the disciples as sleeping on the night of his
betrayal. Yet, in these verses, someone recognizes the significance of
the moment, and she does something about it: she prepares Jesus for
the mission. An unnamed woman lavishly pours expensive perfume on
Jesus’ head (26:7). Church family, this unnamed woman understands
that this moment in time is climatic and historical, and her precious
perfume should be completely spent on Jesus at this moment. She
understands that the cross is near. 
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Sadly, the disciples do not understand. Their failure to understand
leads them to scoff at this glorious and Christ-exalting gesture.
They say that this perfume should have been spent and given to the
poor (26:9); they call this a waste (26:8). Now, considering the
context, their conclusion seems to be appropriate since Jesus just
finished explaining how God’s people must care sacrificially for
poor Christians (25:31-46). It seems that the disciples are simply
applying that lesson, but they have misapplied it because they have
lost sight of Jesus and do not understand the time: the cross is near.
This woman, however, gets it, and we must too. 

Preparing his Disciples for Life After His Death: Matthew 26:17-30
In verses 17-30, Jesus again prepares his disciples for the mission,
but not only those disciples present, but all disciples throughout
eternity. He does this by providing us with a repeated sign that
reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection and compels us to
anticipate His soon second coming. 

The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread could be compared
to Easter for Jews before Jesus’ death since these holidays reminded
Israel of how God saved his people from slavery in Egypt. The last
sign God performed in Egypt was recusing the firstborn sons of
everyone who had the blood of a lamb smeared across their door.
Then, after the Egyptians realized God’s judgment by killing their
firstborn sons, they demanded that Israel leave Egypt. They hurried
them out so that their bread couldn’t rise. These events were to be
celebrated every year as a constant reminder of God’s salvation.
These were important days to Israel.

Yet, notice what Jesus does. He transforms these holidays. Notice
verse 26. The unleavened bread was a reminder of God’s salvation.
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reminded them of the unleavened bread they ate 1500 years earlier
when they finally left slavery, but Jesus doesn’t say anything about
that event 1500 years earlier. He doesn’t reference God’s past
salvation at all; rather, he defines the meaning of the unleavened
bread in light of his current events. He says that this is my body (26).
Similarly, the wine too is redefined. It no longer points backward to
the lamb whose blood saved them from death but to the present: to
Jesus’ blood poured out for the forgiveness of many (26:27-28). Jesus
has taken two symbols that reminded God’s people of how God saved
them gloriously and miraculously in the past, and he has redefined
them because they were always intended to point beyond themselves
to the cross. Jesus, as the lamb of God, was broken, not to release his
people from physical captivity but spiritual captivity. The cross is near
and thus one of the most important events of Israel’s history is
redefined. 

The Prepared Disciples?: Matthew 26:31-35
Jesus and his disciples now go to the Mount of Olives: a hill outside of
the city where Jesus preached the Olivet Discourse of Matthew 25-26.
Here, Jesus announces that he will be arrested this night and his
disciples will scatter (26:31). Again, he is preparing them for the
mission. In particular, he is preparing them for the horrors of the
next few hours. At this moment, the disciples seem to get it. Peter, in
particular, announces that even if they all fall away, I never will
(26:33). The sad reality is that on this night all will scatter from Jesus
(26:31-35). 

 The Father Prepares Jesus for the Mission: Matthew 26:36-56
Jesus and his disciples now enter Gethsemane, a garden on the Mount
of Olives for the last scene before Jesus’ crucifixion, and here the
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Father prepares Jesus for the mission. Jesus arrives in the garden and
tells eight of his disciples to sit while he along with Peter and the sons
of Zebedee (James and John) accompany him to pray (26:36-37). The
garden scene is divided into three sections: two prayers of Jesus and
the betrayal.

In the first section (36-41), Jesus announces that his soul is very
sorrowful an allusion to Psalm 42-43 when the psalmist says that his
soul is cast down (36:38). Jesus is in anguish at this moment and this
utter despair moves Jesus to fall on his face – the only time this
happens in the book of Matthew – and pray. Church family, we should
pay careful attention given Jesus’ posture. He prays 

     My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless,
     not as I will, but as you will (26:39).

Let’s notice several important things here. First, Jesus prays that the
cup might pass from him. In other words, Jesus asks at this moment if
the cross is the only way to achieve God’s will. The weight of the cup
is immense. Jesus is on his face because his soul is in anguish. The
point I want to highlight here is rather simple: the mission is hard. 

Second, Jesus’ prayer to not experience the weight of sin and the
rejection of the Father, although immense, does not take precedence
over the mission. In other words, there is no option in Jesus’ mind of
not doing God’s will. Despite the horrific realities now facing Jesus,
Jesus is determined to accomplish the mission. As I’ve highlighted
several times throughout our sermon series on Matthew, we see here
again that Jesus is the determined missional Messiah. 

Meanwhile, Jesus returns to Peter and the sons of Zebedee and finds
them sleeping (36:40). Now, Jesus’ instructions to them are significant
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since he is applying his teaching of Matthew 25. There, Jesus told his
disciples that being ready for his coming means being alert, but now
look at his disciples. They are asleep. They do not know it, but this
night would require much from them, and instead of preparing
themselves for the night with prayer, they are asleep. Jesus tells them
that they must watch and pray (26:41). 

In the second section (42-46), Jesus prays, 

      If this is not possible to pass unless I drink it, you will be done 
     (36:42). 

Notice that Jesus’ first prayer has been answered. Initially, he prayed
that if possible, let the cup pass from him (26:39). The Father has
assured Jesus that there is no other way (a point made by John Piper
in this text): God’s will can only be accomplished through God the Son
died on a tree. Let’s think for a moment of the magnitude of our sin.
Our sin is bad, not just sort of bad, but bad. It was so heinous that the
only way to make sinners right with God was through an event that
caused God the son to experience utter and complete anguish. This is
how bad our sin is. 

The third scene of the garden is the betrayal. Judas comes to Jesus
with a kiss (49). The event is deceitful and dishonest because Judas
never treasured Jesus. Jesus has called everyone to treasure him most
of all and this call offended the religious elite who treasured position
and power more than Jesus and Judas who treasured money more than
Jesus. In Judas’ betrayal, we see a picture of the end of every person
who treasures something or someone more than Jesus. All idols lead
us to war against Jesus, church family. 

P A G E  6  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S



First, there is the religious elite who hear Jesus’ teaching and see
his miracles, and they hate him because he is a threat to their
position and power. 
Second, there is Judas who loves money more than Jesus so when
he gets an opportunity to use his position to make money, he takes
it.
Third, the crowds love to follow Jesus because Jesus meets their
needs. Jesus feeds them and provides a show. Yet, when Jesus
starts talking about them prioritizing him above everything
including their tummies, their comfort, and their families, they
leave him.
Fourth, the disciples are committed to Jesus. They have left
everything to be with Jesus, but they often say the wrong thing and
do the wrong thing. 

Now, let’s not make a profound mistake here: all of this is according
to God’s sovereign will. Several details demonstrate this point. First,
after Jesus’ two prayers, God assured Jesus that this was his will.
Second, Jesus rebukes his disciples fighting spirit and announced that
he could call on the heavenly armies if he chose (53). He doesn’t
because this is the plan. Third, the betrayal is not an accident, but
according to God’s plan as revealed in the OT. Jesus repeats this idea
twice (26:54, 56). 

The scene ends with all the disciples leaving him (26:56). The cross
was near but they were not ready.

Application 
Church family, let’s think of the varying responses people have had to
Jesus. 
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Fifth, there is, according to Matthew, an unnamed woman, who
understands who Jesus is and the significance of the moment. She
does what seems crazy to everyone. She spends the most expensive
perfume on Jesus. She knows the mission and she knows her
resource and she spends it for the glory of God.

Church family, which character does your life identify with? Honestly,
reflect on this truth in prayer. Do you see Jesus and hate him? Some
people do. Some people see Jesus’ call to follow him as utterly
offensive.

Do you see Jesus as an opportunity to advance yourself? I was talking
to a non-Christian the other day who told me that the church was full
of people seeking to advance their business. If you are a real estate
agent, become a member of the church to get more clients. If you are a
carpenter, join a church to get more business. Is this your approach to
Jesus?

Perhaps you love how Jesus makes you feel and reject any thought that
Jesus’ will for you might include sacrifice, suffering, and pain. 

Some of us are committed but a lack of understanding of who Jesus is
has led us to make some big mistakes. 

Finally, some of us are completely committed to Jesus. We know the
mission, the gospel, our resources, and we are actively seeking to
spend everything for the glory of God displayed in this world.

Church family, most of us do not identify with the unnamed woman,
but let’s all strive to be like her. Let’s all understand who Jesus is, his
mission, and the resources God has given to us. Next, let’s commit
ourselves to use our resources for that mission. 
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Non-Christians, would you come to Jesus today trusting that he
died for you and turning from your sins. If you are coming to trust
in Jesus today, let me encourage you to reach out to us that we
might disciple and care for you as you begin life in Christ. 

P A G E  9  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S

Prayer
God give us grace to use everything we have to
spread your glory throughout the planet. We pray
these things in Jesus' name, amen. 
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