
Church family, today we are going to continue to talk about how
kingdom citizens relate to one another. Last week Matthew focused
on how the church relates together as disciples (Matthew 18). We care
for one another humbly by protecting one another from sin and
holding one another accountable when we do sin. Finally, we forgive
each other when we sin. This week Matthew focuses on how a wife
and a husband should relate to one another (Matthew 19:1-12).

I am fully aware that as we discuss the concept of divorce, a variety of
emotions will be felt across this room. For some, guilt will dominant
your thoughts. Others will experience an incredible amount of fear.
Some will have flashbacks to horrific events that make you feel
incredibly sad. Because of these emotions, some of us will resort to
justifying and defending ourselves while others will beat themselves
up for past sin or for being the victim of past sin. Regardless of how
your sin has affected your marriage or previous marriage or how the
sin of others has affected you, there is a gospel way to think about
marriage and divorce and a worldly way to think about it. I want us
all to think about marriage as Christians: by focusing on the gospel.
Church family, the wounds of divorce are deep, but Jesus can heal
these wounds with the gospel. 

OUR MISSIONAL KING IN JUDEA? MATTHEW 19:1-12
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The main idea of today’s sermon is that kingdom citizens treat
marriage with significance. In other words, there is a Christian
approach to marriage that is very unlike the world’s approach.    

This week’s text is divided into two sections. First, in verses 1-2, a
major transition occurs in the gospel. Second, in verses 3-12, Jesus
explains the significance of marriage. 

Let’s now explore these ideas together while keeping our eyes fixed
on the gospel. 

Our Missional King Healing: Matthew 19:1-2
In verses 1-2, we see that Jesus is resolute in his mission. Jesus
transitions from ministering in Galilee to ministering in Judea in
Matthew 19. In a sense, this transition is a major geographical
transition since most of the events of Jesus’ ministry so far have
taken place in Galilee. This transition, then, singles intense and
increased tension. Jesus is marching toward Jerusalem on purpose,
and nothing is dissuading him: not the crowds of Galilee, those
needing help there, nor the religious elites’ tests. Now, let’s remind
ourselves of Jesus’ mission. His mission is to bring people who’ve
rebelled against God’s kingdom back into that kingdom. He brings
us back by taking our punishment for us. He died on the cross and
was resurrected from the dead so that his righteousness might be
given to us as a gift. This mission is accomplished in Jerusalem, so
Jesus is resolute in getting there. Nothing keeps him from getting
there, and in verses 1-2, he enters Judea. The tension becomes more
intense here. 

Jesus’ steadfastness in his mission is also clear in verse 2. In verse 2,
we see a common theme. 
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Great crowds follow Jesus, and Jesus cared for them. Jesus’ ministry
is about peeling back the curse. We should state it more strongly:
Jesus’ mission is about crushing, defeating, and destroying the curse.
We all know what that means, right? That means if anyone would
turn from their sin and trust in Jesus, then his righteousness is given
to them as a gift. You can know for sure that you will live forever
with Jesus because Jesus died for you. This work is Jesus’ work as
clear in verse 2. Jesus makes sickness and sin come undone. Jesus is
resolute in making broken people whole. Let’s keep that fact in mind
as we now transition to verses 3-12. 

Our Missional King Teaching: 
Marriage and Divorce: Matthew 19:3-12
The steadfastness of our missional king is further highlighted in
verses 3-12. Here we read about a common theme to his ministry:
opposition. The religious elite tested Jesus in Galilee and now in
Judea (see Matthew 16:1; 19:3). They test him with a theological
question: they ask if it is lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any
reason (3)? Before we discuss the topic of divorce let’s be aware of
the bigger picture here. The religious elite has an ulterior motive in
asking this question which has nothing to do with divorce. In other
words, the religious elite is not trying to broaden or deepen or
develop their view of divorce. Rather, they want to trap Jesus (1), and
they hope that this question will do the trick. 

With that in mind, something remarkable happens. Jesus could have
ignored them as he did with Herod (Luke 23:9) or he could have
rebuked them as he did earlier in the gospel (Matthew 15:2). Instead,
Jesus replies to their question which indicates that even though this
question is a trap, it is significant. Thus, let’s analyze Jesus’ answer
together. 
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First, the Bible has the authoritative word on marriage. Jesus says in
verse 4, “Have you not read?” We live in a world where many other
authorities pass judgment on the institution of marriage. Our
government, culture, and friends all have a word to say about
marriage and divorce. It is not uncommon to hear about couples
contemplating divorce who have friends that encourage it for the
sake of personal happiness and fulfillment. The government and our
culture think similarly. One stays in marriage if they are happy and
gets a divorce if they are unhappy. Everyone has a “word” on
marriage, but the Bible has the most authoritative word on marriage.
Church family, your feelings of fulfillment and happiness are not
indicators that you should pursue a divorce. Jesus says, “Have you
not read?” The Bible has the authoritative word on marriage, not you,
not the government, not our culture, not your friends, and not
happiness. 

Second, the Bible has the authoritative word on marriage because
God is our creator (4). Notice that Jesus roots his answer to the
Pharisees in the doctrine of God as our creator. Jesus says, “He who
created them.” I believe the purpose of highlighting God as our
creator here emphasizes the fact that God knows what’s best for us.
Every person should take comfort when approaching Jesus’
conclusion about marriage and divorce because God is our creator.
He is not just some outsider telling us what is best for us. He is the
one who designed us, and thus, he knows what’s best for us.

Third, God created marriage (5). God is the one who brought Eve to
Adam. In other words, God “walked” Eve down the aisle (Genesis
2:22). Genesis 2 and the words of Jesus here in Matthew 19
demonstrate that God created the institution of marriage. Therefore,
again, he knows what is best. 
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Fourth, in marriage, God creates something new. Jesus quotes
Genesis 2:24 in Matthew 19:5 to highlight that in marriage, two
become one flesh. The image of “one flesh” communicates the
intimate union that a man and woman experience in marriage. Still,
this statement communicates the permanence of marriage. Just as
one cannot divide one’s body into two separate entities, so it is with
marriage. In marriage, God creates something new – a “one flesh”
union that has permanence. Although a man and woman arrive on
their wedding day as two separate entities, they leave as one, still
two individuals, but now woven together in a “one flesh” union of
intimacy and permanence. Thus, the reality that marriage is a one-
flesh union created by God must shape our view of marriage. 

Fifth, man should not undo what God has done (6). Because
marriage is created by God and is the creation of a union described
as “one flesh,” man should not undo it. As the image of “one flesh”
communicates, any attempt to undo marriage leads to devastating
circumstances. Imagine if we attempted to divide our physical flesh
into two living organisms. The result would be death, not life. Thus,
the consequences of undoing God’s work are devastating. Malachi
states that divorce is deeply connected to violence and an attack on
God’s mission in Malachi 2:13-16. Current statistics about children
from divorced families prove Malachi’s point about violence as do
countless personal experiences represented in this room. These
facts too should shape the way we understand marriage. 

Sixth, Jesus’ interpretation of marriage is radical to this world (7-8).
Let’s put this point a different way: marriage is a radical institution
to the world. The religious elite ask why Moses permitted divorce.
Indeed, Moses permitted divorce in Deuteronomy 24:1-4, but Jesus
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tells them that this was a concession because of the people’s “hard
heart.” From the beginning, this was not so (8). Let’s think for a
moment about the truth Jesus communicates here. Jesus is telling us
that just because something is permissible in the Bible – divorce
according to Deuteronomy 24:1-4 – does not mean it is ideal. The
same is true today of divorce. Although a divorce can be permitted
in cases of sexual immorality (19:9) and abandonment (1 Corinthians
7), it is never ideal or good. Malachi explained to us the reasons
why: its effects – violence, and its nature – an attack on God’s
mission, and Jesus added a new idea here: it undoes the work of
God. 

Seventh, the effects of unbiblical divorce are serious (9). Jesus
identifies adultery as its consequence in verse 9. This reality is
significant since adultery is an image of unfaithfulness and
disloyalty. Church family, these characteristics do not describe our
God so let’s strive not to let them describe us. We must uphold a
distinctly Christian view of marriage, church family.  

Eighth, singles can be single for the sake of the Kingdom (10-12).
The context of verses 10-12 is the puzzlement of the disciples. The
disciples, like the Pharisees, understand Jesus’ teaching to be
utterly radical. They are so perplexed about God’s design for
marriage that they state that it is better not to marry. This
statement is a tragic declaration since marriage is a gift from God
and a source of utter joy when operating biblically. Yet, Jesus uses
the disciples’ ignorance for good. He responds to their ignorance by
affirming, in part, their conclusion. Singleness can be used for the
sake of God’s kingdom (19:12). 
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Church family, there is something glorious and good when a person
chooses to remain single for the sake of the kingdom (19:12). Paul
elaborates on this idea in 1 Corinthians 7. There we learn that
singleness uniquely declares the glory of God since singles can do
kingdom work in a way that married people cannot. Paul is, even so,
bold to say that, in a sense, singles can do kingdom work in an even
better way (1 Corinthians 7:38) since singles can live for the Lord
without concern for a spouse. We will have to save a detailed
discussion of singleness for another day. Suffice it to say that being
single for the kingdom of God is a glorious and good option for
God’s people (12). 

Application 
We live in a world far removed from Jesus’ ideal. So how do we
make sense of Jesus’ teaching in a world that has treated marriage
so lightly? Certainly, most of us in this room have been affected by
divorce. I am not unaware that some of you have been divorced and
that many of us have suffered because of divorced parents. My
parents were divorced when I was young, 2 or 3. I have no memory
of my mom and dad interacting together as husband and wife. Our
day is like Moses’ day in Deuteronomy 24 and Jesus’ day in Matthew
19: marriage is treated lightly. So, what do we do, and how do we
think about divorce? 

First, divorce is never good and is always the result of sin as Jesus
explains in Matthew 19:8. Let’s make sure that we have not reasoned
away or justified divorce in our own life or the life of others. Let’s
never assume that just because divorce is prevalent, then, therefore,
it is not a big deal. I have heard it said that a child needs to get over
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the fact that his parents were divorced because divorce is common.
Heaven forbid such a demonic thought, church family. Divorce is
never good.

Second, although divorce is never good, at times, it is permissible.
Jesus refers to sexual immorality as an instance of when a divorce
may be a “right” thing to do (19:9). In fact, in the OT sexual
immorality would lead to an utter breaking of the covenant since
the penalty for adultery in the OT is death. Thus, in Jewish thought,
sexual immorality and the terminating of marriage fit together. The
same is not the case now. Since death is not the penalty for sexual
immorality in our culture and because of the seriousness of what
marriage is, reconciliation should always be the goal. Yet, in cases
of sexual immorality, divorce, although not good, is permissible.
Most of us are aware of Paul’s comments in 1 Corinthians 7:15. There
Paul refers to abandonment as another example of when a divorce
may be permissible. Thus, because of the sin of sexual immorality
and abandonment, we live in a world where something not good,
can be permitted.  

Third, points 1 and 2 demonstrate that in a world far removed from
Jesus’ ideal, we must take sin seriously. Church family, let’s not be a
people who pretend like divorce isn’t a big deal. Did you hear the
words of Jesus in Matthew 19? Marriage is a “one flesh” union. Let’s
also not justify ourselves. Any sin that contributed to the undoing of
God’s creative work in marriage must be repented of. Any sin that
leads to divorce contributes to working against God's plan of
showing his glory to the universe! Because of this fact, we must take
sin seriously. Taking sin seriously means that God’s people who’ve
been divorced repent of any sin that may have contributed to that
divorce. 
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Fourth, we must take God’s grace seriously. Some of you might say, “I
get it. I know that my divorce was awful; I feel condemned every day,
pastor. I hear God’s word about committing adultery and understand
the weight of my guilt.” Sister or brother, just as you take sin
seriously, you must take grace seriously. Although the sin of divorce
is awful and heinous and an act against God’s plan to spread his glory
over the planet, God’s grace is sufficient. Divorce is not the
unforgivable sin. If you have been divorced for unbiblical reasons,
you are not stuck in a state of rebellion against God. Sister or
brother, you have felt the weight of your sin. Now feel the power of
God to lift your sin from you and to fling it as far as the east is from
the west. God’s people are made up of people who’ve been married
only once and people who’ve been divorced. The mark of God’s people
is not a monogamous marriage, but faith in God’s promises that God
can forgive us for our terrible sins, including the sin of divorce. Let’s
all take God’s grace seriously: it covers our sin.

Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today? Do not get cleaned up
to come Jesus. Come to him in your sin and mess. Come to him
trusting that Jesus died for you and repenting from your sin. Come
today to receive Jesus’ righteousness as a gift, friend. 

Prayer
God, help us to be a people who uphold the
significance of marriage. Help us who have 
suffered from divorce to take sin and grace 
both seriously. Help those who’ve experienced
tremendous pain from divorce walk away today
healed by Jesus. We pray these things in Jesus’
name, amen.
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