
While Kristen and I were on vacation a month ago, we had the
privilege to see a sunset on PCH (Pacific Coast Highway) near Big Sur.
This sunset, like most, was glorious. The colors permeated from the
sun and reflected like mirrors off of the water. The combination of
rugged mountains and blue water at sunset was breathtaking. Every
angle and every moment were simply glorious. Our text for today is
like a sunset on PCH. Matthew provides for us in these verses several
angles that illustrate to us who Jesus is, and each angle is glorious
and breathtaking. This text is all about explaining to us the identity of
Jesus, so let’s investigate this text together in anticipation of seeing
the glory of our king from various divinely inspired angles. 

More than a Carpenter’s Son: Hometown (Matthew 13:53-58)
The first angle that Matthew presents to us is found in Matthew 13:53-
58. In these verses, Matthew explains to us how those in his
hometown misidentify Jesus. These people hear Jesus’ teaching, see
his power, and are rightly astonished (54), but this astonishment
turns to offense because the people knew Jesus’ family – his mother,
his father, his brothers, and his sisters (55-56). They knew where he
lived, where he crashed his bike when he was a kid, his dad's
business, and the behavior of his siblings. They "knew" Jesus, church 
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family. Yet, they identified Jesus as merely the carpenter’s son. (55).
That’s all he was to them. Thus, when they heard him teach and saw
his power, they were offended because, in their mind, Jesus was
merely the carpenter’s son.

There is a terrifying reality here: there is a familiarity with Jesus
that leads to damnation. Those from Jesus’ hometown experienced
this, and I imagine that this might happen today too. For example,
when parents and grandparents portray God as primarily concerned
with rules or when our theology can be summarized by merely
keeping rules – children get a familiarity of Jesus that can be
damnable since we are saved by grace, not by keeping rules.  A child
who knows God as concerned most with rules does not know him as
a gracious savior.

Similarly, there is a temptation to portray God as a harsh
discipliner. You see when we discipline our children with judgment
alone and make no mention of mercy, grace, and forgiveness, we
again provide our children with a familiarity with God that again is
damnable. A child who knows God as a harsh judge alone does not
know him as a gracious savior. 

Likewise, I think of our ones. I wonder how they would summarize
our view of God: our theology. If they would summarize it in any
way besides the gospel – God sent Jesus to die for our sins and
raised him from the dead so that we might have life – then we may
be spreading a familiarity with God that leads to hell.

Church family, the people of Nazareth had a familiarity with Jesus.
They knew him as the carpenter’s son: that’s all. Let’s do our best to
help people gain a familiarity with Jesus that leads to salvation. How
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might we do this? We do this when everything we do takes its cue
from the gospel. When someone sins against us or inconveniences
us, and we respond with grace, mercy, and self-control, we picture
the gospel to others. When we hurt others, and instead of justifying
ourselves, we ask for forgiveness, we picture the gospel to others.
When the gospel summarizes our theology, not our rule-keeping,
the world gains a familiarity with Jesus that often leads to salvation. 

We see from this angle that Jesus is far more than a carpenter’s son
(13:55). 

Better than a Resurrected Prophet: Herod (Matthew 14:1-12)
The next angle is found in Matthew 14:1-12. In these verses, Herod
identifies Jesus as John the Baptist. Matthew explains to us in verses
3-12 how John rebuked Herod for his sexual sin (3-4); how Herod
arrested him (3); and killed him (5-12). In these verses, we see that
Jesus is better than a resurrected prophet. Still, we should see
another important point here. Herod represents the social elite with
the finest education, and he misidentifies Jesus. Church family, the
most educated people who occupy the highest social circles often
get the most important question of the universe wrong. They have
no idea who Jesus is. 

We see from this angle that Jesus is better than a resurrected prophet. 

Matthew’s Answer (Matthew 14:13-36)
In the first two sections, we learned about those who identified
Jesus wrongly. Those from his hometown identified him as the
carpenter’s son (55). Although this was correct, Jesus was much
more than this. Then, Herod wrongly identified him as John the
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Baptist (14:1-12). Now in verses 13-36, Matthew moves us to the
correct identification of Jesus by discussing several of Jesus’
miracles. 

In verses 13-21, Matthew records for us the feeding of the five
thousand. In this miracle, we get a glimpse of who Jesus is, not just
who he is not. It is late in the day and the disciples tell Jesus to send
the crowds off to the villages to eat, but Jesus says that sending
them off is not necessary; rather, the disciples should feed them.
Jesus tells the 5,000+ crowd to sit down. Then, he prayed; he broke
the bread, and the disciples distributed the food to the crowds
(14:19-21). Remarkably, the crowds ate until they were satisfied and
there was extra (14:21). 

Let’s notice what happened here. Jesus moved the people
intentionally into a desolate place at a late hour knowing they would
get hungry. The angle that Jesus orchestrates here is need: the
people are in the wilderness hungry. Now, let’s take seriously that
Jesus knew what he was doing. He led them into the wilderness on
purpose and taught them late into the day knowing that the people
were hungry. Why did Jesus bring them to this point of hunger?
Jesus did this so that the people would see more clearly who he is:
Jesus is the compassionate provider. 

In the next section (14:22-33), Matthew records for us the miracle of
Jesus walking on water. Again, this miracle provides us another
angle about Jesus’ identity. Jesus has spent considerable time
praying (it is now between 3 am to 6 am) while his disciples
embarked on a journey across the Sea of Galilee. After praying,
Jesus walked on the water near the boat. The disciples were
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terrified and believed Jesus to be a ghost. The vantage point from
this angle is the disciples’ fear (14:26), and again, Jesus brought
them to this point on purpose. Jesus could have walked by them so
that they did not see him, but he didn’t. He walked by them so that
they would see him. From this vantage point, what did they see?
They saw that Jesus is an assuring comforter. He tells them, not to
fear. He is not a ghost, but Jesus. 

Peter responds boldly: if it is you, command me to walk on the
water. Again, Jesus knew what Peter would say. Jesus simply says,
“Come.” Peter walks into the water but becomes afraid of the wind
and begins to sink (14:30). Again, Jesus has prepared another
vantage point for his disciples: small faith. Of course, we know that
Jesus controlled this too. Jesus controls the wind and the waves and
had a purpose for them at this moment. The purpose was to again
show the disciples his character. From this angle, what do they see?
They see that Jesus is a gracious rescuer. In fear, Peter cries out for
rescue, and Jesus saves him. 

The crowd’s hunger, the disciples’ fear, and Peter’s small faith is all
on purpose. Jesus is creating several vantage points – several angles
of a sunset – so that his disciples, and us, might see who Jesus is?
He is more than a carpenter’s son and better than a resurrected
prophet. He is the compassionate provider, the assuring comforter,
and the gracious rescuer. What does this all mean? Matthew
explains this to us in Peter’s confession. Peter is amazed and
identifies Jesus properly. Peter says, “Truly you are the Son of God!” 

Church family, Jesus is the Son of God. Now, let’s not be confused.
This title speaks to Jesus’ deity. That is obvious since the disciples
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worship him (14:33). Peter and the disciples knew that they were to
worship only God, no one else. Them worshipping Jesus is
indicating that they believe Jesus to be God: the Son of God. 

In the final section, Matthew summarizes Jesus’ healing ministry in
Gennesaret (14:34-36). Again, Matthew provides for us another
vantage point into Jesus’ identity. People merely touched Jesus, and
Jesus healed them. The vantage point here is the people’s incredible
need for healing. From this vantage point, what did they see? They
saw that Jesus is the powerful healer. 

Conclusion 
Church family, who is Jesus? This question is the most important in
the universe. The destiny of every person who has ever lived depends
on one’s answer to this question. Jesus is the Son of God: the Second
person of the Trinity. This means he is more than a carpenter’s son
and better than a resurrected prophet. He is the compassionate
provider, the assuring comforter, the gracious rescuer, and the
powerful healer. Jesus is the Son of God. 

So, here are three ways that this message should affect us.

1) How would those around you summarize your view of God? Would
they summarize your view of God as primally concerned with rules
or grace? I hope that the gospel would dominate our lives so that we
spread a familiarity of God that leads to salvation.

2) Let’s talk about the glory of our God. We talk about glorious
things, right? Moments of marriage, the birth of babies, and sunsets
in Big Sur are what we talk about. Therefore, if we are not talking
about Jesus, the problem is that we are not seeing his glory properly.
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Church family, let’s commit ourselves to gazing at the glory of Jesus
through reading his word, singing his word, and hearing the word
of God preached. Let’s gaze at the glory of our great God.

3) Let’s think properly about Jesus. When we have small faith, we
are often tempted to believe lies about God. For example, we
might think that God is disappointed in us or uncontrollable
anger with us. Church family, how did God treat Peter when he
had small faith? He rebuked him, yes, but he graciously rescued
him. Let’s think biblically about Jesus in our need, hunger, small
faith, and in our sickness. 

Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today? He sees your
weakness, your little faith, your need, and your fear and sees a
context for his glory. He delights in recusing the weak. Would you
trust in him today? Romans 10:9 says, “if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.” So, would you trust that
God raised him from the dead today? Would you confess him as
Lord today? Come to Jesus today.
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Prayer
God, you are glorious and kind, and I pray
that we would constantly reflect on your
amazing character. Help those around us to
gain a familiarity of you that leads to faith,
not offense. We pray these things in Jesus’
name, amen. 
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