
In Matthew 11, we saw that some people responded to the
kingdom with honest questions (11:2-15) while others responded
with hypocritical attacks (11:16-18) and others with strange
passivity (11:20-30). Matthew described to us the attacks of the
Pharisees in detail in Matthew 12 (12:1-45) and concluded that
chapter with the questioning response of his family (12:46-50).  

Now, in Matthew 13, Matthew records for us a group of eight
parables that describe to us from several angles the correct and
glorious kingdom response. I believe that as we study these
parables, we will see that Matthew is refining our understanding
and our vision of this one correct and glorious kingdom response.
This one glorious response produces fruit, grows, treasures the
kingdom, and makes disciples. This response is the only proper
response to the preaching of the gospel. 

Church family, I hope that Matthew 13 affects us in at least three
ways today. 

THE ONE GLORIOUS KINGDOM

RESPONSE: MATTHEW 13:1-52

matthew
sermon series

T H E
K I N G D O M
I S  H E R E 8.1.2021 | 11TH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

P A G E  1  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S

Pastor Anthony Ferguson



As we learn about this glorious response, let’s examine our
response to God’s kingdom and align our response to the
glorious response we read about today. 
Let’s describe the kingdom of God to people as Jesus does
and hope that many understand the glory of the kingdom
and respond properly.
Let’s get to work. Let’s pray diligently for our “ones” this
week and seek to reach them with the gospel of Jesus Christ.   

1.

2.

3.

Let’s investigate this idea now together. 

The Proper Response Produces Fruit (Matthew 13:1-23)
Matthew describes the correct and glorious kingdom response
first with the parable of the sower (1-9). In this parable, we see
the glory of the proper response since Matthew compares it to
the improper response. This parable concerns seeds scattered
on four types of surfaces: 1) the path (4), 2) the rocky ground (5),
3) the soil with thorns (7), and 4) the good soil (8). 

Matthew intentionally does not immediately explain to us the
meaning of the parable. Instead, in verses 10-17, Matthew
explains why Jesus teaches with parables. The reason is
significant and is found in verses 12-15. Jesus speaks in parables
to enrich his disciples and to impoverish others (11-13). Jesus
explains that “to the one who has, more will be given, and he
will have an abundance, but from the one who has not, even
what he has will be taken away” (12). Why does Jesus teach in
parables? He teaches in stories rather than with plain language
to enrich some and impoverish others.
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Church family, even though Jesus’ teaching impoverishes some,
Jesus does not maliciously hide the gospel from some who
desperately desire it nor is Jesus to blame for why some people
do not respond in faith to his preaching or our preaching. The
reason why people do not respond to the gospel is that their
hearts are hard, their ears are deaf, and their eyes are blind.

We see this idea in verses 13-15. Matthew is quoting Isaiah 6:9-
10 here, and in this passage, the people of Israel themselves are
to blame for their hard hearts, deaf ears, and blind eyes. Their
sin has put them in this state; they are responsible. The same is
true in Jesus’ day. Notice verse 15. Jesus says, “And their eyes,
they have closed.” The people are the ones who have actively
shut their eyes to the Lord. Thus, there is no category of Jesus
hiding his teaching from those who desperately want to see it
and know it. Church family, John 3:20 describes this point to us
when John tells us that humanity loves darkness and hates the
light (John 3:19-20). All of us who love Jesus do so unnaturally. It
is natural for us to love Jesus. We love Jesus, therefore,
supernaturally. Loving God depends on a supernatural act of
God to open our eyes and soften our hearts. 

Still, we must realize the terrifying reality that Jesus may just
give an unbeliever exactly what they want. As a person hardens
their heart to Jesus, Jesus may harden their heart even more.
God did this with Pharaoh in Exodus (Exodus 4:21; 7:3) and the
nation of Israel (Isaiah 6:9-10). Here, Jesus does the same with
the crowds. He teaches in parables to hide his word from them.
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Earlier, I said that Matthew did not immediately describe to us
the meaning of the parable of the sower on purpose. Now we
can see the purpose in verses 16-23. The disciples understand
only because Jesus explains the parable to them. 

The seeds represent four types of people. Three of these people
are not true disciples although some even receive the word –
even with gladness (20). The first group does not understand so
they do not turn to Jesus (19). The second group responds but
does not endure and falls away (21-22). The third group is
deceived by the world and gets choked out (22). Finally, some
understand and produce fruit (23). 

Church family, the correct and glorious response to the
kingdom – the only appropriate response – is the response that
produces fruit. Matthew does not identify the fruit specifically,
but it certainly refers to the practical aspects of the Christian
life which would include a life aimed at the fruit of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23) and making disciples (Matthew 9:37-38).

The Proper Response is a Growing Response
(Matthew 13:24-43)
Next, Matthew shows us that the proper response to the
kingdom not only produces fruit but grows. Jesus explains this
with the parables of the weeds, the mustard seed, and leaven. In
the parable of the weeds (24-30), a man sowed grain but
enemies came at night and sowed weeds in the same field. Once
this is discovered, the owner tells his workers to leave the
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weeds and grain together. At harvest time, the weeds will be
separated from the grain (24-30). The kingdom of heaven is
further compared to a mustard seed (31-32) and leaven (33).
Although the kingdom starts small, it grows very large.

Before interpreting the parable, Matthew explains to us again
why Jesus spoke in parables: to make known the things hidden
from the foundation of the world (34). This point will be very
important soon. 

The disciples need Jesus to explain the parable of the weeds (36-
43) which highlights their dependence on Jesus to “understand,”
“see,” and “hear” (see again Matthew 13:10-15). Jesus explains
that the sons of the kingdom (grain) and the sons of the evil one
(weeds) grow up together in this age. In this world, they grow
right next to each other; yet, their eternal homes are very
different. The weeds will experience the fiery furnace: a place of
weeping and gnashing of teeth (42). These images describe hell
as a place of torment, pain, and deep sorrow. This place is
horrifying and terrible. Yet, the sons of the kingdom experience
glory. They will shine like the sun in the Father’s kingdom (43).
Church family, an eternal home of either everlasting torment or
glorious satisfaction awaits every single person who has ever
lived on this earth. Thus, our response to the gospel is of
eternal significance. 

These three parables indicate that the proper response to the
kingdom is a growing response: we grow despite weeds all
around us and we grow big like a mustard seed or leaven.

P A G E  5  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S



Church family, are the weeds of this world choking you? This is
their design, or are you growing and producing fruit amid the
weeds? Let’s respond according to this one glorious kingdom
response and grow. 

The Proper Response is a Treasuring Response (Matthew 13:44-50)
Next, Matthew discusses the concept of treasure with three
parables. The first and second parable is similar. The kingdom
of heaven is compared to a treasure (44) and a pearl (45). In both
situations, a person finds a treasure and sells everything to buy
the treasure. The idea is straightforward: those who come to
Jesus obtain the most valuable treasure. The focus is not on
what we give up when we come to Jesus but on what we get: an
infinite treasure. 

The third parable of the net is very similar to the parable of the
weeds (47-50). The kingdom of heaven is like a net that catches
good fish and bad fish. At the end of the age, the bad fish are
thrown at into a fiery furnace: a place of weeping and gnashing
of teeth. Both parables describe separating the righteous from
the unrighteous and describe hell in graphic detail. Yet,
Matthew groups this parable about the net with the two
previous parables about treasure. The reason seems to be that
the person who fails to recognize the value of God and his
kingdom is the bad fish while the one who recognizes the value
of the God and the kingdom is the good fish. Thus, the proper
response to the kingdom is a treasuring response. Every other
response ends in a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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The Response of Making Disciples (Matthew 13:51-52)
Jesus ends this section the way he began it: with one parable
(51-52). Here he compares his disciples to household managers
who bring out old and new treasure. Notice that the disciples
are “bringing out” treasure. This is not typical. People typically
keep their treasure hidden inside. No one, for example, parks a
Ferrari on the street. Rather, they park it in the garage. Yet, we
do not treat our treasure like the world treats theirs. We share
ours or in the word of Jesus we “bring it out.” You see, the
treasure we have received in both old and new. Jesus described
his teaching this way in verse 35. Church family, the one
glorious kingdom response duplicates itself. We hear the gospel
and become a disciple, and we preach the gospel and make
more disciples. 

Conclusion
Church family, there is one proper and glorious response to the
kingdom. We often call this a response of faith, and that is right.
Here in Matthew 13, Matthew explains to us four dimensions of
the response of faith: it produces fruit, grows, treasures the
kingdom, and makes disciples. How does our response to Jesus
compare to this response? 

Also, let’s contemplate how do we describe the kingdom to our
“ones?” Do we describe it as Jesus has? How often do we tell
others about the terrors of hell (42, 50) and the glory of life with
Christ (43)? How often do we articulate that there is only one
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way to eternal life? Jesus described it this way with the parable
of the sower. Church family, as we share the gospel with our
“ones,” let’s do so biblically. 

Finally, let’s get to work praying for our ones and diligently
seeking to reach them with the gospel. Let’s do kingdom work,
church family.
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Prayer
God, let our response to the gospel align with the proper
glorious response. Help us to produce fruit, grow, treasure the
kingdom, and make disciples, please. 

Please, also, help us to describe your kingdom as Jesus has, and
as we proclaim your kingdom in this way, please draw the lost
to you in faith. Let many this week come to trust in Jesus
because we proclaimed the glory of the kingdom to them. Please
do this Lord. We pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen. 
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