
Matthew has powerfully demonstrated to us that Jesus is the
King of God’s Kingdom who brings God’s kingdom to us. We
know this because Jesus has spoken with authority (Matthew
5-7), acted in authority (Matthew 8-9), and sent out his
followers with authority to do kingdom work (Matthew 10:1-
11:1). In Matthew 11, Matthew details typical responses to
God’s kingdom. We already learned in Matthew 9 that some
people will follow the king while others will fight the king.
Now, we learn about three other responses: honest
questions, hypocritical attacks, and strange passivity. I hope
that we will understand better the typical responses to the
gospel after studying this passage and that this
understanding will help us share the gospel even better. 

Let’s investigate this passage now together.  

RESPONSES TO THE KINGDOM:

MATTHEW 11:2-30

matthew
sermon series

T H E
K I N G D O M
I S  H E R E 7.18.2021 | 11TH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

P A G E  1  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S

Pastor Anthony Ferguson



Honest Questions: John the Baptist (Matthew 11:2-15)
Matthew 11 begins with John’s response to the Kingdom, and
we should point out several important details here. 

First, John’s response is honest and positive. He honestly
wonders if Jesus is the Christ (1-3) so he asks if Jesus is the
one who is coming or if they should look for someone else (2). 

Second, Matthew answers this question for us immediately
(2). Notice verse 2. John has heard about the deeds of the
“Christ.” Designating Jesus as the Christ in a narrative is
unusual for Matthew. Most often when Matthew narrates to
us details about Jesus, Matthew calls him Jesus, not Christ.
The point is that Matthew is answering John’s question for us
immediately. Yes, Jesus is the Christ, the long-awaited for
one. Do not look for another one. 

Third, Jesus provides evidence for John (4-6). The evidence is
the reversal of the curse. The curse is fading away in the
presence of Jesus: the blind see; the lame walk; lepers are
healed; the deaf hear; the dead are raised, and the poor hear
the good news. The curse must fade away in the presence of
the king. Jesus is truly the Christ. 

Fourth, John is uncertain about Jesus even though John
played an important role in the Kingdom coming. In verses
11-15, we learn that John was the forerunner of Jesus. The
purpose of his ministry was to prepare the way of the Lord
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(notice here how the Lord is Jesus!) by preaching and
baptizing the repentant (Matthew 2:2). John knew that his
ministry prepared the way for another coming after him
(Matthew 3:11), and he identified this one as Jesus (Matthew
3:13-17). Yet, at this moment in John’s life, while in prison
awaiting his death, he questioned if Jesus was truly the Christ.

Church family, as we minister to our “one,” some will have
honest questions like John. Of course, some will have
dishonest questions. We all know people who ask questions,
but they do not care about the answer. They ask questions to
distract us from the gospel and to convince themselves that
it is ok that they do not commit their life to Jesus because
Christians cannot answer every question that they can
imagine. These people are dishonest, church family. 

Others, like John, have honest questions. Now, we can't
anticipate every question that a person might have and our
success in reaching our “one” does not ultimately depend on
us answering every question perfectly. Those with real
questions want real answers, and the gospel is the ultimate
answer of all. Thus, when a person presents a real question,
we should try to answer it, but do not get stuck there. Our
goal when our one asks “other questions” is to answer them
so that we can begin our conversation about the gospel
again. Also, when we cannot answer a question, be honest.
Maybe even ask them if they’d like to study the Bible
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together with you to discover the answer. At the end of the
day, whether we can answer the “other questions” or not,
point them to Jesus. 

Hypocritical Attacks: Religious Elite (Matthew 11:16-19)
The religious elite respond next in verses 16-19. Jesus describes
their response to the kingdom as inappropriate. They are like
children who hear music playing and do not dance or those who
witness a sad event and do not mourn (17). Their response,
however, is not merely inappropriate, it is downright
hypocritical because the religious elite, on the one hand,
attacked John who came fasting, and, on the other hand, are
now attacking Jesus who ate freely (18-19). The point is this: the
religious elite attack God’s kingdom no matter what. The issue
for them is not the fasting or the eating. The issue is that they
hate the kingdom. Therefore, they act hypocritically. 

The religious elite respond next in verses 16-19. Jesus describes
their response to the kingdom as inappropriate. They are like
children who hear music playing and do not dance or those who
witness a sad event and do not mourn (17). Their response,
however, is not merely inappropriate, it is downright
hypocritical because the religious elite, on the one hand,
attacked John who came fasting, and, on the other hand, are
now attacking Jesus who ate freely (18-19). The point is this: the
religious elite attack God’s kingdom no matter what. The issue
for them is not the fasting or the eating. The issue is that they
hate the kingdom. Therefore, they act hypocritically. 
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Strange Passivity: Citizens (Matthew 11:20-24)
The third group of people that responds to the kingdom in
Matthew 11 are the citizens of Galilee (11:20-24). Their
response is passive: they did not repent. This response is
passive in that they heard the gospel and saw the power of
the kingdom and did nothing about it. They did not repent
and follow Jesus like the disciples (Matthew 5:1), ask
questions like John (Matthew 11:2-15), or fight like the
religious elite (Matthew 9:10-13; 11:16-19). Matthew describes
their response as passive. Matthew presents them as doing
nothing at all. They see Jesus and nothing changes! 

This response is not only passive but also strange. It is
strange because these citizens are all in Galilee, and this is
the location of Jesus' sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)
and the miracles that Jesus performed in Matthew 8-9. This
location is also where Jesus’ disciples went with authority in
Matthew 10. These cities had seen the kingdom of God with
their own eyes (20). They saw the blind see, the lame walk,
the deaf hear, the lepers cleansed, the dead raised, and the
King of kings preach good news to the poor and weak. These
citizens saw the kingdom of God peeling back the curses of
sin and death, and yet, they remain unchanged. Some will
respond this way: strangely passive. No matter what they
hear or see their life will march on toward hell unchanged
by the gospel. 
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Jesus makes it clear that this response leads to a terrible
end. Jesus says that the judgment for these cities – who saw
and heard the power of the kingdom in the ministry of Jesus
– will be worse than the judgment of Tyre, Sidon, and
Sodom. Now, Tyre and Sidon were two Phoenician cities
north of Galilee. These cities worshipped other gods, warred
against God’s people, and even sold them as slaves to the
Greeks (Joel 3:4-8). These cities were known for being very
wealthy sailors. However, as their wealth grew, so did their
pride. Ezekiel 28 records for us God’s judgment against Tyre
because the ruler found security in his wealth and even
exalted himself as a god (Ezekiel 28:1- 19). Tyre and Sidon
were judged because of their pride. Sodom too was judged
because of their pride (Ezekiel 16:48-49). They had an excess
of wealth, so they pursued their passions wherever they led.
They raped those whom they wanted, practiced
homosexuality, and failed to care for the poor and needy
(Genesis 18-19; Ezekiel 16:48-49). 

Although the sins of Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom were great, the
sins of Galilee were greater. Rejecting the gospel proclaimed
by kingdom citizens is a greater sin that will incur a greater
judgment than rape, homosexuality, neglect for the needy,
or exalting oneself as a god. Did you hear that? If one is only
guilty of rape or homosexuality or neglect of the poor, they
receive a lighter judgment than those who reject the gospel.
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When one witnesses the authority of the kingdom and does
not repent, they receive a worse judgment. 

Church family, some of our “ones” will respond to us with
strange passivity. The words of the gospel will not affect
them at all, and this response marches them to a terrible
judgment. 

Jesus Call to the Weak and Burdened (Matthew 11:25-30)
Matthew interprets these different responses for us in
Matthew 11:25-30. The religious elite attack Jesus and the
cities of Galilee respond in passivity because the Father has
a plan for the kingdom. Although the rich and poor, the wise
and foolish, and the proud and the humble have all sinned
against God and deserve death, the Father’s plan of salvation
is to hide from the proud but reveal himself to the humble.
This point is extremely important because these verses
explain to us why some of our “ones” will follow Jesus and
why other people fight Jesus. For anyone to follow Jesus,
Jesus must reveal the Father to them (11:25. 27). 

Church family, the point here is that if anyone is going to
get saved, Jesus must first do something, not man. Jesus
must first act, not our one. Jesus must reveal the Father to
them because all of us outside of Christ because of sin are
spiritually blind. 
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Church family, let’s beg the Lord – I am not being
hyperbolic here – let’s beg the Lord Jesus that he would
reveal the Father to the “ones” we have identified. If he
doesn’t, there is no amount of intelligence, persuasive
language, or passionate pleas that will move the sinner to
follow Jesus. Still, let’s have boldness, church family. We
know that God delights in saving sinners (Luke 15:7) and
does not desire that any sinner would be lost (2 Peter 3:9).
Therefore, God delights in doing the very thing that must be
done for sinners to get saved. Did you hear that? Our God
does not save people begrudgingly; he saved him joyfully. So
let’s pray properly – God open my “ones” eyes. Let’s pray
confidently – God delights to do this!

Finally, Jesus ends Matthew 11 with famous words: verses
28-30. Let’s notice several things here. Our job is to call the
burdened to Jesus. These are those who recognize their need
for Jesus. So as you look for your “one,” look for those who
are burdened, tired, and broken. Then, call them to the one
who can give them rest. Jesus is gentle and lowly. He gives
rest to the burdened. 

Conclusion
Church family, let’s be bold this week to pray for our one
and to seek opportunities to call them to our gentle king
who delights in giving them rest. Let’s do this church family
together. 
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If there is any non-Christian friend here today or watching
this video, I want to call you today to Jesus. He can give you
rest because he died for the burdened. Friend, you cannot
fix the brokenness of your heart, nor can you take the
weight of sin that burdens your soul off your weary back,
but Jesus can. He lived your life and died your death so that
if you would come to him, you would be given life and rest.
Would you come to him today? 
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Prayer
Lord Jesus, reveal the Father to our “ones.” Do the work
that we cannot do, but the work that you can do: open the
eyes of the spiritually blind for your glory. Let us see many
people coming to know you we pray. We pray these things
in your name, amen.
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