
The title of our current sermon series in the book of Matthew
is The Kingdom is Here, and our text for today is Matthew 7.
The title of this sermon is Kingdom Amazement.

Matthew Chapter 5-7 is Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, and like
we’ve mentioned each week, this sermon serves as an
illustration of the type of teaching and preaching Jesus gave in
his earthly ministry. As we’ve studied this sermon, we’ve
realized that righteousness is a main theme of Jesus’ teaching.
We learned in Matthew Chapter 5 that kingdom citizens are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. This is our
appetite or our desire. We desire righteousness, and praise be
to God, God fills us with his righteousness. Then, we saw in
Matthew 6 that the righteousness we need we do not possess
on our own. God gives it to us as a gift, and this gift affects
our life greatly. It affects what we treasure; what we value.
God’s people don't treasure the things of this Earth, but we
treasure the Lord. Therefore, according to Matthew 6, we
should not be anxious, but we should seek God’s kingdom.  
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The main idea today, church family, is that your earthly life
and the righteousness you possess will affect you in this life
and for eternity. Sometimes it's easy to forget that, but your
life now and the life you live will affect your eternity. That is
our main idea today. 

I hope that we would do two things because of today’s sermon.
First, we would be committed to humble and biblical
reflection. What does our life look like? Does our life look like
the world? Like those who treasure this world? Or does our
like look like those who treasure God? Let’s be humble in our
reflection and biblical in our reflection. If we’re not reflecting
considering the Scripture, we can go astray. Some of us can
become very proud and we might think, “Oh I’m pretty good.
I'm not bad!” And that pride leads to judgment. Reflection
that’s not biblical often leads to pride, but it can also lead to
despair. If we do not reflect on our lives biblical we might
think, “We’re terrible, we’re awful, there’s no hope, period.”
That's not biblical reflection. Biblical reflection says, “I am
awful, and I am terrible but the Jesus changes everything!” I
hope that today we leave reflecting humbly and biblically.

The second thing I want us to do today is to stand in joyful
amazement. When God’s people reflect humbly and
biblically, we stand amazed. 

So with that said let's look at Matthew chapter 7.
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Righteousness’ DNA
I have divided this text into four sections. We see in Matthew
7:1-12 the DNA of God's righteousness. Then Jesus calls us to the
kingdom in verses 13- 20. A warning in the Kingdom comes next
in verses 21-27. Then finally the crowds stand amazed in verses
28-29. 

Matthew 7:1-12 follows the structure of Matthew 6:25-34. Jesus
gives a command and then an illustration. In chapter 6:25-34,
the command was "do not be anxious" and then he Illustrated
that command by talking about flowers and birds. He continues
his commands now by saying, "Do not judge," in verse one. "Do
not give pearls to pigs," in verse 6. "Pray earnestly in verses 7
through 11 and "love well," in verse 12. So now let's look at these
commands. 

First, Jesus commands us in verses 1-5 not to judge
hypocritically. We often call this condemnation. Condemnation
is the act of having a log in your eye and yet thinking you see
clearly to take out specs in other people's eyes. The aim of this
judgment is not love of neighbor; it's love for self. The purpose
is not to build up; it is to tear down, and Jesus forbids it. 

Now let's not be mistaken. Our world likes this verse. It says,
"Hey you Christian, you can't judge me!" What they mean by that
is, "You can't tell me I'm doing anything wrong. You can't tell me
that I am wrong because you're not supposed to judge." That
belief is wrong! What Jesus is forbidding here is hypocritical
judgment, not every and any kind of judgment. 
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His illustration proves this fact. Jesus describes a person who
has a log in his eye. Let’s consider this image. If you like to wear
contacts and you have a speck in your eye, it messes up with
your vision. Imagine a log protruding out of your eye. This
person has a log in his eye, and yet he is so proud that he thinks
he can accurately spot a speck in his brother's eye. That's
hypocrisy. He is unable to do this because, as Jesus says in verse
5, he is unable to see clearly. So what Jesus is forbidding here is
a certain kind of judgment: hypocritical judgment. The problem
with hypocritical judgment is that a person cannot see
accurately to judge his brother. 

Although Jesus forbids hypocritical judgment, he endorses godly
judgment. We are called, church family, to judge one another
not in hypocrisy, that's what's forbidden but in godliness. Again,
we know because of his illustration. Jesus’ point is not that it's
never appropriate to take a speck out of another's eye. That's
not his point. His point is you should take out one another's
specks only when you can see clearly enough to do it. When you
and I see specks in one another's eyes, we are called to take
those specks out.

We learned last week that God's people treasure God. We also
learned that the pathway to treasuring God is seeing Him. When
you and I see God clearly, we treasure Him. Thus, church
family, we need to take specks out of one another’s eye.
Removing specks is not only permissible; it is godly. 
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Church family, we should be the kind of people who do not
judge one another in hypocrisy but who judge one another in
godliness. Now if you and I are going to be this kind of people,
we must know one another. We must be living life with one
another. Let me encourage you, church family, let's be a church
that is committed to gathering for worship. If we're not
gathering, we're not going to be in a place to help one another
see Christ more clearly. 

Still, let's be a church that's committed to living life with one
another. Let's go beyond merely coming to Sunday morning
worship, although that's essential. Let's go to coffee with one
another. Let's go on walks with one another. Let's have a church
where we're actively having one another in our homes. When we
live that kind of life, we'll be in a place where we can pick out
the specks in one another's eyes. We know each other’s specks,
and we’ll trust one another enough with the delicate task of
removing them. As we live like this, we will see the glory of God
more clearly, and we will treasure him more deeply. 

Second, Jesus commands us not to give items of spiritual value
to outsiders in verse 6. Let's read verse 6 again, "Do not give
dogs what is holy and do not throw your pearls before pigs. Lest
they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you." We're not
to give holy things to dogs and pearls to pigs. That's harsh
language. Holy things in the Old Testament are items devoted to
God and the priests. They are reserved for certain people.
Pearls likewise are reserved for certain people; namely, owners
who understand the value of pearls. You don't take holy things
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and give them to dogs or pearls and give them to pigs. Why?
Because dogs do not understand the value of holy things, and
pigs do not understand the value of pearls. Jesus' point is that
we are not to give things of value to those who don't understand
their value. 

Church family as we've studied The Sermon on the Mount, we've
learned about a righteousness that is immensely valuable.
Outsiders do not understand its value. We just read about
judging one another in godliness. We just talked about us
knowing one another enough where William can come to his
pastor and say, "Pastor I love you, and there is something I'm
seeing in your life that I want you to think about." His effort to
point out a speck in my own life is immensely valuable! William
is offering me a pearl. 

Church family, outsiders do not understand the value of godly
rebuke. Often if you say to a non-Christian, "Listen, I've seen
something in your life that isn't good," they're not going to
recognize the value of that rebuke. Rather, they will often
defend themselves. They will justify why they are not in the
wrong, and they might even attack you. That's the context for
this command. 

We treat Christians differently than outsiders. We have a
certain fellowship, and we have certain pearls among our midst
like godly rebuke, that are immensely valuable. These pearls
help us see God more clearly, and we must have the wisdom not
to throw these pearls before pigs. Therefore, Jesus commands
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us to act wisely about how we approach insiders and how we
approach outsiders. Church family, we give pearls to those who
recognize the value of pearls. We do give them to pigs. 

Third, Jesus commands us to pray expectantly (7-11). He
describes our prayer life as talking to a father who knows our
needs and delights in providing for our needs. Therefore we
should pray with expectation. Now often we look at this verse
and easily misinterpret it. We might think, "Oh if I pray for
anything, God will give it to me." That is wrong. God is not a
cosmic genie whereby if you just rub the lamp in the right way
and say "abracadabra," then he gives you three wishes. That is
not our God. Our God is not an enslaved powerful person who
has to obey your wish, He is not a cosmic jukebox where if you
press the right button outcomes the right song. Rather than a
cosmic genie, Matthew 7:7-11 describes our God as a Heavenly
Father. Rather than one who is obligated and enslaved to
answer your prayers, Matthew describes him as one who
delights in answering your prayer. These verses describe a
heavenly father who cares to meet our needs. 

Now the needs God delights in meeting are both our earthly
needs and our heavenly needs. We learned in chapter 6 that God
delights in giving us food, drink, and clothes: earthly
necessities. God delights in providing those for us. He also
delights in meeting our eternal needs. He delights in giving us
the righteousness we need to see him. So we see in these verses
a heavenly father who delights in providing us with good gifts.
Church family, just as God's righteousness moves us to godly
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judgment, not hypocritical judgment, and just as God's
righteous moves us to wisdom about how to treat insiders and
outsiders so God's righteousness moves God's people to pray
with expectation that our God will provide our earthly needs
and our heavenly needs. 

Fourth, Jesus commands us to care for one another. We read
this in verse 12. Jesus says this is a summary of the Old
Testament. He says, "So whatever you wish that others would do
to you, do also to them, for this is the law and the prophets."
Church family, the righteousness we possess as a gift moves us
not to objectify people. It moves us to care for people as we care
for ourselves. You see there is a way to approach people as
objects. There is a way to think of people where they exist to
give me something like affirmation, pleasure, or fame. Using
people for our good is man-centered righteousness. Rather,
God calls us to treat others like image-bearers of God. We are
called to treat them as ourselves. God's righteousness, if we
possess it, will express itself in us caring for others as we care
for ourselves. 

Kingdom Call: Matthew 7:13-20
Jesus now transitions to a call people to his kingdom (13-20).
Let’s point out two important details here. First, the pathway to
the kingdom of God is hard and narrow. Few enter it. That
should alarm us. The pathway to Hell and destruction is broad
and many are on that path. 
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Second, there is a danger on the pathway to the Kingdom of
God: false prophets. There are false teachers in verse 15 that we
must be aware of. Jesus tells us to beware of false prophets who
come to us in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves
(15). Church family, a false prophet in the Old Testament, did
one of two things. They predicted the future, and it didn't come
true, or they predicted the future, and it came true but then
they said, "Hey, let's all go worship other gods." Those are false
prophets. People who try to lead you away from God. 

As we pilgrim to the Kingdom of God, there is a danger for
those who are on the narrow path and that danger is false
prophets. False teachers seek to use you and abuse you. This act
is common. There are church leaders who seek to objectify you
and to care for you less than they’d like to be cared for. 

This danger is obvious. How many people hate the church, and
hate the narrow path, and scoff at you for loving Jesus and
reading this Bible because some church leaders scandalized the
narrow path by abusing those they were supposed to lead? How
many people, church family? How many people hate the church
because they saw parents who taught them about Jesus but
pictured Satan to them with their neglect and hurtful words?
How many people hate the church because mommy and daddy
said, "Love Jesus," but then they yelled at one another and didn't
practice forgiveness and mercy? They didn't show grace to each
other. How many people hate the church because of false
teachers and false Christians who scandalized the narrow way?
There are too many to count.
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Church family, here are two points of application. First, we
can't be those false teachers. We can't be those false prophets
who use the narrow way to get what they want. People do that.
They use the Bible for control. People use the Bible to get more
money. People use the Bible to sexually abuse others. We've just
learned about Ravi Zacharias, who would tell women that he
was molesting, "If you share with people what's happening,
think of all the people that will be damned because of what
you’ll tell them." Can you believe that? A man who's using the
Bible to sexually abuse people and then physiologically terrorize
them!? That's how wolves speak. We cannot be those wolves.

Second, we cannot be deceived. If we think that everybody on
the “narrow way” is truly a sheep and if we think everybody who
calls themselves a Christian, is a Christian, then we’ll be
deceived. Jesus tells us how to discern sheep from wolves: by
their fruit (16-20). A person who calls themselves a Christian
and yet doesn't show love, kindness, self-control, slowness to
anger, and abundance of mercy, but rather is filled with anger,
rage, bitterness, and pride is a wolf. We have to beware, church
family. Be ready to judge people to determine if they are wolves
or sheep because your eternity might depend on it. If you are
naive, you might say, "If that person represents God, then I want
nothing to do with God." False teachers lead to damnation for
many. Let’s not be those who are deceived. 
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Kingdom Warning: Matthew 7:21-27
Jesus warns us in these verses, and this warning can be
terrifying. Jesus says in these verses that some people say,
"Lord, Lord, don't we know you?" and God says, "Go to Hell."
What a terrifying reality. Jesus here explains to us another
danger on the narrow path. There is a danger of spiritual
deception. Certainly, this was the case in Jesus' day. The
religious leaders thought they were right with God; yet, Paul
calls them dogs. John the Baptist calls them snakes, and Jesus
calls them whitewashed tombs. They look good on the outside
but they are decaying and rotting on the inside. They were
spiritually deceived. 

Likewise, some of us can be spiritually deceived. Notice what
these people say to Jesus. They say in verse 22, “Lord, Lord did
we not prophesy in your name, cast out demons in your name,
and do mighty works in your name?” This reply is significant.
How do you know if you're spiritually deceived? It's simple.
When you die, what is your hope that you'll see God forever?
Your answer to that question will tell you if you're spiritually
blind or spiritually seeing. When you die, why will God say to
you, "Come into my kingdom,"? What's your hope, your
confidence that you'll live forever with God? What's your
answer? Jesus tells us in verse 22 that some think that their
religious performance gives them hope. That is what condemns.
Similarly, if you think, "Well I've done religious deeds. I go to
church. I pray. I'm a good person. I have the right morality. I
vote as a republican. I vote as a democrat."? If you base your
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hope on religious or moral work, then you are spiritually blind.
But, if you say, "I will live forever with God because Jesus died
for me," then you are a child of God. If your hope is built on
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness, then you will
live forever with God. 

I want us all to have clarity, church family. If a person is
spiritually deceived, it's not because Scripture is unclear.
Scripture is clear. You can have certainty right now about your
eternal home. Where is your hope?  

Now some of you might say, "I trust in Jesus, but how do I know
I trust in Jesus?" That's a good question and there's an answer
for that too. Jesus tells us the answer in verses 24-27. Here he
gives an illustration about a person who does the word of the
Lord: that person is like a person who built his house on a rock
and even though a storm comes it stands.

Then there is a person who built his house on the sand. And
when the storm comes, the house is destroyed. So how do you
know if your faith is genuine? You might say, "I trust in Jesus."
Well, how can you test that trust? Here it is: does your faith
move you to obedience? If so, then you can know you're saved.
Notice, church family, saving faith never leads to perfect
righteousness on this side of eternity, but it leads to true
righteousness on this side of eternity. You can know if your
faith is genuine. 

Regrettably, some people have a faith that moves them to
disobedience. They say, "Oh my, I just prayed a prayer.
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Therefore, I have a get out of hell free card. I can live the life I
want to live, and God has to forgive me." They might not say it,
but they will think things like this, "Well Jesus has to forgive me,
it's his job." Or they will say things like, "Well, I prayed the
prayer." Again, our God is not the big blue genie from Aladdin.
He's not. He is the God of this universe, who operates in
complete freedom. If your faith is moving you to disobedience,
you don't have saving faith. If your faith moves you to obedience,
not perfect obedience but true obedience, then you should have
hope and confidence that you are a child of God. Let's put it this
way. The sin in your life that you do not do, why don't you do it?
Is it because you love Jesus? There's your test. There's your test
church family. 

Kingdom Amazement: Matthew 7:28-29
The sermon on the mount ends with the crowds standing in
amazement because Jesus is teaching them with authority (28-
29). You see the scribes of this time loved to appeal to authority.
"Oh Rabbi Judah said this; Rabbi Simeon said this; Rabbi Isaac
said this;" That's not how Jesus is teaching. This sermon on the
mount is the true interpretation of a previous sermon on a
previous mountain called Sinai. There God gave a sermon on a
mountain to Moses and God's people. Jesus is giving the people a
new sermon here, and just as in Exodus, he does not appeal to
authority when giving it. He is the authority. He is the true Law-
Giver; he is God himself. And what's the response when Moses
came down after seeing the glory of God? The people were
amazed. Likewise, now when these people see the glory of God
displayed in Jesus, they stand amazed. 
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Prayer
Lord, please move us to biblical and humble reflection, and let
this reflection move us to amazement. Let us stand amazed by
your grace. We pray these things in Jesus' name, amen. 

Conclusion 
What should we do church family? On the one hand, let's reflect
biblically and honestly. Let’s honestly think about our lives. Do we
judge in hypocrisy or with godliness? Do we pray with expectation?
Are we fill with anxiety or prayer? Church family, do we judge
wisely about how to approach outsiders and insiders? Let's honestly
reflect on our lives, and let's do it biblically. You don't have to be
afraid of this. When non-Christians reflect on their life and they see
their sin, they're terrified, because their sin condemns them. You
and I don't have to be terrified because when we find sin in our life
we say, "I found another one, God!" and God says, "It's nailed to the
cross. You didn't even know about that sin; and yet, it was already
nailed to the cross." We can reflect honestly and biblically about
where we're at in our walk with God. As we do this, we should stand
amazed because the righteousness we need to see God is given to us
as a gift. All the good works in your life are yours as a gift. Every
prayer you pray; every time you love one another enough to take a
spec out of their eye; every time you're not anxious but pray. These
are all gifts given to us by our heavenly Father. We must stand
amazed.

Non-Christian friend, would you come to Jesus today. He is the one
who can give you his righteousness as a gift. Would you turn from
your sin today and trust in Jesus? 
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