
In Matthew 5-8, Matthew has explained that Jesus’ authority
provoked astonishment (7:28) and amazement (8:27). It
moved some to follow Jesus (5:1) while others begged him to
leave their presence (8:34). Many have come to him in faith
in their pain, sickness, and distress and received miraculous
healing. Matthew has illustrated to us throughout Matthew
5-8 that Jesus has all authority. This fact is amazing.

But there is something else even more amazing. You see
Jesus could have expressed his authority in several ways like
earthquakes or fireworks. At his command, he could have
illustrated his power by flying or doing fancy tricks. He
could have amazed the people in many other ways. He had
the authority to do it. Yet, he used his authority to heal the
sick, raise the dead, restore the oppressed, and forgive sin.
He saw the broken and he had compassion on it. This reality
is astonishing.  
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Our King has all authority, and he uses this authority to care
for the broken. This reality provokes two responses, and
these responses are very different. The spiritually broken
love this truth and follow the king while the spiritually
proud hate this truth and fight this king. 

Thus, the main idea of today’s sermon is that Jesus’
compassion moves some people to follow Jesus and others to
fight Jesus. In other words, Jesus’ power and compassion
move some to faith and others to war. My hope today is that
we would all understand our spiritual poverty and follow
Jesus.  

This passage can be divided into four sections. First, Jesus
heals the paralytic (1-9). Second, Matthew describes two
important details about Go’s kingdom (9-17). Third, Jesus
performs three further miracles. Fourth, Matthew
summarizes Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. 

Let’s investigate Matthew 9 now together. 

The Paralytic (9:1-8)
Jesus has all authority, and a paralytic and his friends
recognize this. However, they realize another important
detail. They realize that Jesus uses his authority to care for
the broken. That is why they bring the paralytic to Jesus. They
believe that he can heal him. The paralytic and his friends are
those who understand their need, and they turn to Jesus. 
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leprosy makes this man, in some ways, a liability to society,
not an asset. When people see this man, they run from him,
but not Jesus. This man recognizes Jesus and identifies him
as Lord, and then he pleads that if Jesus’ “wills” he can heal
him. Although society willed this man to remain far from
them as an outcast, Jesus wills to make him whole. Jesus
heals this man with a touch (8:3). 

They turn to Jesus for physical healing, but because of their
faith, this man receives greater healing: Jesus forgives his
sins. This detail is significant because it indicates the extent
of Jesus’ authority. He has authority over sicknesses and
sins: he can heal our bodies and our souls. 

Immediately the audience responds in two ways. First, the
scribes conclude that Jesus is blaspheming, uttering words
against the Lord. You see, the scribes’ religion is bound up
by rules and doctrines. Religious duty expresses itself in
mere obedience: do these things, don’t do these things, and
think these truths. Now, rules and doctrines are good, even
very good, but these rules and doctrines are useless without
love and notice that the religion of the scribes is useless.
They just saw a paralytic made well, and they do not rejoice
with this man even for a moment. Their concern is about the
law – at least, their interpretation of the law. They are not
concerned about this paralytic at all. The scribes respond
evilly (4). 
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Second, the crowds respond with fear and praise. Fear is
good because when you see the God of the universe heal a
person who cannot walk, you are rightly afraid. Fear is the
first step of faith. When we truly believe that Jesus is our God
and savior who will judge sinners and we truly believe that
we are sinners, we fear. Faith moves us to fear. However, a
faith-filled response to Jesus is not only fear: it grows to
praise. When we believe that Jesus is our God and savior and
we truly believe that we are sinners, we praise God because
Jesus delights in saving sinners. These crowds, rather, than
the religious scribes, have responded properly to Jesus’
compassion.  

Matthew (9:9-17)
In this next section, Matthew shows us that God’s kingdom
involves compassion and celebration. First, we learn that
God’s kingdom is marked by compassion in verses 9-13. Jesus
calls a tax collector, someone who was viewed as an utter
outsider by Jews. Jesus calls the rejected to himself. In other
words, Jesus has compassion for the broken. 

Jesus’ compassion is illustrated again in verses 10-13. In these
verses, Jesus is dining with outcasts: tax collectors and
sinners. The religious elite scoff at this gesture. In their mind,
true religion meant treating these “sinners” as outsiders. They
did not deserve compassion. Jesus’ reply is poignant: the
kingdom is for the spiritually broken, not the spiritually
proud.
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Second, Matthew shows us that the kingdom is marked by
celebration (14-17). In these verses, it is not the Pharisees who
question Jesus, but John’s disciples (14). The issue is fasting:
the discipline of not eating for a time to devote oneself to
prayer. This discipline is a posture of mourning, not
celebration. Often in the OT, people fast when they are in
trouble. An army is coming to destroy Israel so they fast.
Often, we fast too when we are in trouble. John’s disciples ask
why Jesus and his disciples do not fast. The answer is simple:
the kingdom is marked by celebration when the king is
present. In other words, Jesus is with his people so this is a
time of joy, not sadness. 

In verses 10-17, Matthew recorded for us two questions: how
can Jesus eat with sinners (10-11), and why don’t Jesus’
disciples fast? I think Jesus’ answer in verses 16-17 applies to
both questions. Jesus responds by talking about unshrunk
cloth and old wineskins. His point is that the God’s kingdom
and the Pharisees religion of legalism nor John’s disciples'
emphasis on asceticism do not fit together. In other words,
the Pharisees cannot take Jesus’ ministry and try to fit it in
their religion of legalism: they will not work. It is like talking
new wine and putting it into old wineskins or mending a tear
with an unshrunk cloth. Jesus’ kingdom is not marked by
legalism (establishing righteousness on one’s hard work) or
asceticism (starving physical appetites like food). Rather,
Jesus’ kingdom is marked by compassion and joyful
celebration. 
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Three Further Healings (9:18-34)
Then Matthew records for us three groups of healings.
Again, let’s emphasize two details: 1) Jesus’ power, 2) Jesus’
compassion, and 2) the responses of the people. 

First, notice again Jesus’ power. A ruler comes to him to
resurrect his daughter (18). This miracle shows another
aspect of Jesus’ power: he can calm storms; he can cast out
demons; he can forgive sins, and he can resurrect the dead.
Moreover, a woman with a blood issue is healed through a
simple word spoken by Jesus: “take heart, daughter; your
faith has made you well.” (23). Jesus then heals two blind
men (27) and restores a demon-oppressed man (32-34). Jesus
has immense authority.

Second, again notice his compassion. A woman who would
be considered unclean would cause most of the Jews of this
day to recoil at the thought of her touching them, but not
Jesus. Jesus turns, sees her, and does not rebuke her or
humiliate her. Rather, Jesus comforts her. Then, he enters
the home of the young girl who has died and is laughed at by
the people (24). He does not yell at them or turn around and
say, “Never mind, see if I heal her.” No. He takes the girl by
the hand and brings her back to life. Jesus’ compassion is
immense. 
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Third, let’s notice the response of the people. Of course, some
came to Jesus in their brokenness and faith and have been
healed. Then, there are the crowds who are amazed and
spread the news that Jesus is doing astonishing things (26, 31).
Finally, the religious elite though spread different news. They
assert that Jesus casts out demons with the help of demons.
These are very different replies to Jesus displaying his power
and compassion. 

Summary (9:35-38)
Matthew concludes Matthew 9 the same way he concluded
Matthew 4. He asserts that Jesus went throughout the region
of Galilee preaching, teaching, and healing. Matthew 5-7
illustrated Jesus’ teaching while Matthew 8-9 illustrated the
kinds of miracles he performed. 

This summary, however, does not just look back to Matthew
4-9, it looks forward to Matthew 10 where Jesus equips
harvesters to go out into the harvest. You see, at the end of
these chapters, Jesus says verses 37-38: “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.” We have just read about a plentiful harvest. We have
seen immense brokenness in these chapters; people were
hungry in Jesus’ day for Jesus and people today are hungry for
Jesus. Nothing in this world satisfied and fixes the brokenness
that we all experience. Nothing can heal our brokenness but 

P A G E  7  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S



Jesus. This era hungers for Jesus, church family, but the
laborers are few. Few go out into this world seeking to bring
the broken to Jesus. 

Church family, these words should tear your heart to pieces.
We leave in a world broken and dying, and yet few are willing
to share the news about how these people can be restored.
These are sad words in one sense. Yet, they are also
encouraging words. Although the laborers are few now, we
can pray for more. Jesus tells us to pray that more harvesters
would go out into this broken world to share the gospel. These
words are, therefore, encouraging because Jesus has the
authority and compassion to send out more laborers into the
harvest of broken people. Next week we’ll study Matthew 10.
In Matthew 10, Jesus sends out his disciples into the harvest to
get to work. 

Application
Church family, we have responded to Jesus in faith, haven’t
we? Haven’t we believed that Jesus alone can make us whole?
He alone can fix our brokenness and give us life. We believe
this! Therefore, let’s get to work. You see, Jesus saves us not
just to go to heaven. God saves us for a mission of going out
into the harvest and laboring. Let’s labor first by praying.
Let’s be a church that God would send to us laborers. Church
family, Upland, and the surrounding cities are filled with
broken people; indeed, the harvest is plentiful. Let’s pray that
laborers would come here. 
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As we will talk about next week, let’s be those laborers. We
who have trusted in Jesus and who have been made whole,
let’s share the message that made us whole. Let’s be bold to
share the gospel, church family because our community is
filled with broken people. 

Non-Christian, would you come to Jesus today. Nothing in this
world can heal your brokenness, but Jesus. He came to this
earth and lived a perfect life and then died a sinner’s death so
that if you’d trust in Jesus, his righteousness would be given
to you as a gift. Would you come to Jesus today?
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Prayer
Lord, send out harvesters into our community
to preach your gospel so that the broken might
be made whole. Please, by your grace,
transform us into these laborers. Make us
laborers who go out into our community with
boldness and love. Your son Jesus had
compassion for the lost. Help us to likewise
have compassion. We pray these things in
Jesus’ name, amen. 
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