
We are taking a break from our Matthew series this week to
pick back up our series that we began last year: missional
fatherhood. Last year on Father’s Day, we learned that
fatherly discipline is integral to God’s mission. This discipline
involves proactive training and reactive correction. To refresh
our memory, we studied 1 Corinthians 11:32 which showed us
how reactive correction – correcting our children after they
sin – is integral to God’s mission. Then, we studied
Deuteronomy 8:1-10 and discovered that proactive training –
training our children to forgo small desires so that they might
experience greater desires – is also integral to God’s mission. 

This week we are going to learn about Eli. Eli was not a
missional father because he failed to discipline his children.
He was not a missional father; rather, he was a selfish father.
His family, God’s people, and the nations suffered from his
selfish fathering. In other words, because he failed to practice
fatherly discipline – to be a missional father – he worked
against God in accomplishing his mission of spreading his
glory everywhere. 
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The main point of today’s sermon is that selfish fathering
leads to devastating results. The opposite of this point is
that missional fathering leads to blessed results. I hope that
this sermon will warn us and equip us to be missional
fathers. I also hope that it gives a vision of missional
fatherhood to everyone in this church so that we might
encourage our men to embrace this vision of fatherhood.

With this in mind, let’s now investigate 1 Samuel 2:11-36.

Samuel’s Ministry (2:11, 18-21, 26; 3:1)

Let’s notice that the author is very intentional about the
structure of this passage. He discusses Samuel and then Eli’s
sons in this order three and a half times and then ends with
one more statement about Samuel. Moreover, the author
mentions three times that Samuel was ministering before
the Lord (2:11, 18; 3:1) and twice that he was growing before
the Lord (2:21, 26). The point of this structure is this:
missional motherhood leads to blessings (Hannah) while
selfish fathering leads to destruction (Eli). By discussing
Eli’s sons and then Samuel in this order three times, we see
this point vividly. Whereas Samuel is ministering before the
Lord, Eli’s sons are worthless. Samuel's ministry depends on
Hannah while Eli’s sons’ ministry depends, at least in part,
on Eli. 
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Turned to the Lord in her grief 
Experienced God’s Grace
Had deep theology move her to incredible joy 
Fixed her eyes on the Messiah

Now, let’s remind ourselves of our Mother’s Day sermon this
year on 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10. Hannah was a missional mother
since Hannah...

Hannah was a missional mother. Therefore, 2:11, 18, 2:21 and
3:1 exist. Samuel was ministering to the Lord and growing
before the Lord because Hannah was a missional mother. If
Hannah did not turn to the Lord in prayer while barren but
rather turned to other means to have a child, would Samuel
be ministering to the Lord? If Hannah loved her son more
than the Lord and failed to follow through on her promise to
dedicate him to the Lord, would Samuel be ministering to
the Lord? You see Samuel is at this place at this point in
history because Hannah was a missional mother. 

Now, let’s again come back to the structure of this passage.
The author moves from discussing Eli and his sons to
discussing Samuel and Hannah in a back-and-forth motion
to make a point: missional motherhood leads to blessing
while selfish fatherhood leads to destruction. 

Thus, the author writes verse 11: the boy was ministering to
the Lord (2:11). 
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Eli’s Sons and Their Sin (2:12-17)

In 2 Samuel 2:12, we are introduced to Eli and his sons. Eli is
the priest of God’s people at that time, and his family has
the privilege to meditate God’s blessings to God’s people.
This family has intimate access to God to perform sacrifices
so that Israel’s sins might be covered and that their sins
might be forgiven (Lev 4:26, 31, 35). This family has an
important role in God’s mission. 

Even though Eli’s sons have an important role in God’s
mission, they are worthless (2:12). The term “worthless”
describes liars, idolaters, and the sexually immoral in the
OT. It also describes those who lead God’s people to worship
other gods (Deuteronomy 13:12-15). By Jesus’ day, Jews use
the title “worthless one” as a reference to Satan. Satan is the
“worthless one.” When we examine this word in the OT, it is
clear that “worthless ones” do not spread the glory of God
over the planet; they are useless for this purpose. 

Eli’s sons are “worthless” because they do not know the
Lord (2:12). The idea here is not that they did not know facts
about the Lord. They, like us, read about how the Lord saved
Israel from slavery in Egypt; how God brought them into the
Promised Land; and how God protected them throughout
the time of the judges. They knew facts about the Lord; yet,
they did not know the Lord. We know this because of their
life. 
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First, Eli’s sons practiced a questionable custom (12-14). The
Lord had permitted his priests to eat some of the sacrifices
offered by the people. For example, Leviticus 8:28-36,
describes the priest’s portion of the sacrifice as the right
thigh (see especially Leviticus 8:32, 34). Deuteronomy 18:3
similarly describes the priest’s portion of meat as the
shoulder, two checks, and stomach. The procedure though
that Eli’s sons adopt in verses 12-17 is never described in the
OT: sticking a fork into the meat while boiling and taking
whatever the fork brings out. Thus, at best, this practice is
questionable.

Second, Eli’s sons took raw meat from the people (15).
Indeed, as already mentioned, the priests were entitled to
the meat. It seems though that this meat must be offered as
a sacrifice with fire and then boiled (Leviticus 8:31) before
the priests could take it. The OT does not permit them to
take raw meat from the people. 

Third, Eli’s sons ate of the fat portions of the sacrifices (15-
17), and this act was strictly prohibited. In other words, this
act is not merely questionable or not permitted. This act is
strictly forbidden. The priests must not eat the fat portion
of the sacrifice; rather, it must be wholly burnt as an
offering to the Lord. Leviticus 3:16-17 says,
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"And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a food
offering with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the LORD’s. 17 It
shall be a statute forever throughout your generations,
in all your dwelling places, that you eat neither fat nor
blood.” 

Eli’s sons are, thus, very corrupt. Although they knew God’s
law, they disobeyed. Their appetite for good meat was
greater than their hunger for the Lord. 

The sons’ corruption is further described in verses 15-16.
Even when a faithful Israelite would request that the fat be
burned up first per God’s law (see Leviticus 7:30-31), Eli’s
sons would insist that they receive their portion now or else
they’ll take it by force (2:16). Eli’s sons were corrupt, very
corrupt. Their sin was none other than a sin of despising the
offering of the Lord (17). Their sin was despicable, church
family. 

Samuel’s Ministry (2:18-21)

Meanwhile, Samuel is ministering before the Lord (18). Also,
Hannah is supporting this ministry by visiting him yearly
and providing for his needs. The Lord blesses Hannah with
more children: three sons and two daughters (20). The
author then notes that Samuel was growing before the Lord
(21). 
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The Report of Eli’s Sons (2:22-25)

Although Hannah and Samuel were experiencing God’s
blessings, Eli’s sons were not. We learn about Eli’s reaction to
his sons’ corruption in verses 22-25 and there are several
details to point out here. First, their corruption also involved
sexual immorality. In addition to satisfying their stomachs
with anything they wanted, they also satisfied their sexual
appetites with the women who were serving at the tabernacle
(2:22). These men were called to be priests of God! They were
called to mediate God’s blessings to the world, but they are
none other than beasts. They are uncontrolled appetites; they
are more snaky than human. 

Second, Eli attempts to discipline them. This attempt would
be an example of reactive correction, not proactive training.
Eli is aware that his sons are sinning terribly, so he reacts
with correction. This is a good start. 

Third, his discipline involves correction. He teaches them
(although they certainly knew that their life was corrupt) that
their acts were not good (2:24). Loving your stomach and sex
more than God is not good. Eli is correct here (23-24). 

Fourth, he warns them. He explains to them that this sin puts
them in a very dangerous position. The act of taking sacrifices
meant for God and taking for themselves is very dangerous.
This act is like what Achan did. If you remember in the book
of Judges, Achan stole things from Ai that should have been
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devoted to destruction: in other words, he stole things for
himself that was meant to be devoted to God. The outcome is
serious. Achan became devoted to destruction. Likewise, the
fat of the sacrifices was to be devoted to destruction: it was an
offering to God. Thus, when Eli’s sons consumed it, they were
putting themselves in a very dangerous position. Eli’s point is
clear: this sin is a direct sin against God and who can
mediator for Eli’s sons before God (2:25)? Eli warns them. 

Fifth, notice that Eli does not hold his children accountable.
He corrects and warns, but he does not hold them
accountable. He fails to execute God’s judgment although he
knew the consequences of their sin. God said that “every
person who eats of the fat of an animal of which a food
offering may be made to the Lord shall be cut off from his
people” (Leviticus 7:25). This sin was serious, and it demanded
a serious consequence, but Eli does not enforce God’s word.
Thus, Eli’s reactive correction fails to be truly missional, and
the result is devastating. He corrected and warned them, but
he did not hold them accountable. Therefore, instead of
blessings flooding the earth, curses reverberated. 

Samuel Ministering (2:26)

Meanwhile, Samuel is growing before the Lord (2:26).

God’s Judgement of Eli’s Sons (2:27-36) 

We see that the contrast between Hannah and Samuel and Eli
and his sons is strong. We see that contrast more in verses 27-

P A G E  8  |  M I S S I O N A L  F A T H E R H O O D



36. Here we learn about Eli’s sin in this matter, and what will
are about to learn is that Eli’s sin is profound. 

Earlier in verse 17, we learned that Eli’s sons were treating the
offering of the Lord with contempt. That point is emphasized
again in verses 27-29, but an additional point is also made
here. Eli’s failure to discipline his children is an act of
honoring his kids more than God. You see, Eli has partaken in
the sin of his sons. Verse 29 tells us that you (including Eli)
have fattened themselves with the choicest parts of every
offering of God’s people (29). This point is then illustrated at
Eli’s death. He falls from a wall and breaks his neck because
he is large. How did he become large? He became large by
eating the choicest parts of the sacrifices which were reserved
for the Lord. Eli corrected his sons and warned them but then
encouraged their sin by eating the choicest parts that they
stole from the Lord’s sacrifices. This is selfish fatherhood, not
missional fatherhood. 

This sin is profound, and the judgment is also profound. God
will soon dishonor Eli’s house and treat them lightly. A mighty
reversal will occur. Although Eli honored his children more
than the Lord – which is evident since they have all fattened
themselves – God will no longer honor Eli and his family.
Rather, he will reverse their honored state and transform it
into a light stat (30). 

This future dishonor will be devastating. It will be
characterized by distress (32) and weeping (33). Eli’s
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descendants will be killed by the sword, and the few that
remain will beg the future faithful priest for a piece of bread
(36). Although they were honored with the noblest priestly
duties, their sin of honoring themselves more than God will be
devastating. They will beg to have the most meager of priestly
duties. The results of selfish fathering are devastating.

Samuel’s Priesthood (3:1) 

Meanwhile, Samuel is ministering to the Lord. 

Application 

Church family, Eli serves as an example of what not to do. His
failure to discipline his children led to devastating results. He
would soon die. His family would soon die. His future
descendants would soon be wiped out be dishonored. Eli left
his family a legacy of selfish authority: he used his position to
feed himself. This act honored his stomach and his children; it
dishonored God.

So, fathers, what should we do. Let’s not be like Eli. Let’s
discipline our children. Like Eli, let’s correct our children and
warn them about their sins. Unlike Eli, let’s also show them
that there are consequences to their sin. Fathers if we fail to
do this, we picture to our children a confusing world: we show
them that there are no consequences to their sin, and that is
wrong. If our children break the law, there are consequences.
If our children do not apply themselves in school, there are
consequences. If our children reject God and live for
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themselves, there are consequences. Let’s help our children
flourish in God’s mission by showing them there are
consequences. 

Notice that we only learn that Eli “reacted to his sons’ sins.”
Let’s also be proactive. Yesterday, my son did something very
godly. We were at a pizza place with games and his cousin
played games where she did not win tickets. Thus, when it was
time to get prices, she couldn’t get any. Of course, she was
upset, and her mom told her that there are consequences to
her actions: she played the “bad” games, so this is the
consequence. My son meanwhile got two prices with his
tickets – an eraser and a parachute guy – and he decided to
give one to his cousin: the erasure. However, when he went
over to her, he held out his hand and let her pick. She picked
the parachute man. This was an act of incredible generosity!

Several factors led to this act. First, God’s grace. My son is
generous, and that is God’s grace. Second, we have been
proactive in training him to be generous. We often put him in
a situation where we give him something he wants, and then
we tell him to give it to his sister. We are training him to forgo
a small desire for a better one: generosity. Our effort to train
our son in this matter is also an act of God’s grace. 

Church family, I by no means am the perfect father, trust me.
However, I am committed to missional fatherhood. I commit
to correct my children reactively and to train their
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proactivity. Will you commit to the same thing? Next, let’s
hold one another accountable in love to this vision of
missional fatherhood. 

Non-Christian, the God of this universe invites you into his
family. Life in the family is amazing: our father corrects us
and trains us and this proves that we are his children. Would
you come and enter the family of God, today? Do so by turning
from your sins and confessing Jesus as your Lord? Would you
come to Jesus today? If so, please reach out to us that we
might care for you on this new journey. 
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PRAYER

Father let’s not be like Eli. Rather, let’s discipline our children
well. Let’s correct them and warn them, but let’s also show
our children that their sin has consequences. Moreover, help
us to train them proactively. We pray these things in Jesus’
name, amen. 


