
Matthew concluded Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount by stating
that the crowds were astonished at Jesus’ teaching (Matthew
7:28-29). Jesus’ teaching amazed the crowds because of his
authority. Unlike the religious teachers of Jesus' day who
appealed to the authority of tradition and esteemed
teachers, Jesus was different. Jesus’ authority did not derive
from an appeal to tradition or his knowledge of esteemed
teachers. Jesus’ authority rather came from himself. He is
not a mere religious teacher or scribe; he is the Son of God
(Matthew 8:29). 

In Matthew 5-7, we saw that Jesus has the authority to give
God’s people a new law. Now, in Matthew 8 (and next week
in Matthew 9), Matthew will show us that Jesus has the
authority to heal the sick and the demon-possessed. He also
has the authority to tell us to surrender everything to him
and follow him as Lord. Matthew records the amazing
miracles of Matthew 8 to move us to a place of surrender: a
place where we follow Jesus as Lord.
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The structure of Matthew 8 is divided into three sections. In
Matthew 8:1-17 and Matthew 8: 23-34, we learn about Jesus’
authority. Sandwiched in between these verses about Jesus’
authority is Jesus calling two people to follow him. Thus, we
see that Jesus’ authority moves us to follow the king.
Kingdom authority moves us to kingdom following. 

Let’s investigate the topic of Jesus’ authority in Matthew 8
and anticipate being moved to follow him now. 

Jesus’ Authority: Matthew 8:1-17
We learn about Jesus' authority to heal three unexpectant
people (8:1-17). Based on verse 16, we see that these healings
are just a sampling of the healings Jesus performed, and
finally, in verse 17, we learn the significance of these events.  

The first healing Matthew records for us is that of a social
outcast: a leper. A leper was someone who had leprosy: a
contagious skin disease. Lepers were outcasts. Leviticus
13:45-46 describes in some detail the life of a leper. They had
to call out “Unclean, unclean” to everyone around, and they
had to live alone, outside of the city. Lepers were social
outcasts. With that in mind, let’s reflect on the significance
of the fact that this is who Jesus heals first in the gospel of
Matthew. 

First, Jesus has the will to heal this leper (8:1-4). From the
standpoint of society, this leper is an outcast: a nobody. His
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leprosy makes this man, in some ways, a liability to society,
not an asset. When people see this man, they run from him,
but not Jesus. This man recognizes Jesus and identifies him
as Lord, and then he pleads that if Jesus’ “wills” he can heal
him. Although society willed this man to remain far from
them as an outcast, Jesus wills to make him whole. Jesus
heals this man with a touch (8:3). 

Second, Jesus has the power to heal this outcast. The act of
healing this man is as simple as Jesus desiring to do it (8:2).
You know, desire is often not powerful enough for us.
Simply desiring to run a marathon is insufficient power for
most of us in this room. Rather, the power needed to run a
marathon must be gained through training. Similarly, desire
is insufficient power to receiving “As” on final exams.
Instead, the power to ace tests comes through studying. This
is not so with Jesus. He does not need to train for this
miracle, work up enough strength, study the laws of God for
a few weeks in preparations; rather, Jesus desires to heal
this man, and he does. He has the will and the power to heal. 

The second healing Matthew records for us is that of an
ethnic outcast: he is excluded from God’s people because of
his ethnicity (8:5-13). Again, let’s point out several details
about this healing. First, we learn again that Jesus has the
moral will to heal this gentile officer. Like the leper who was
an outcast based on their skin disease, so this officer is an
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outcast based on his ethnicity. Interaction between Jews and
gentiles was severely limited not less because of the brutal
treatment Jews received from Rome and other gentile rulers.
Jews were oppressed by the gentiles for over a century at this
point with little reprieve. Although the sins of the gentiles
limited Jews from showing compassion to gentiles, this did
not limit Jesus’ compassion. Jesus is willing to heal this
gentile’s servant despite centuries of Jews being mistreated
by Gentiles.

Second, Jesus’ word has the authority to heal. When Jesus
healed the leper, he touched him. Here, Jesus simply speaks a
word. This healing then highlights what the Sermon on the
Mount in Matthew 5-7 highlighted: the authority of Jesus’
word. Jesus is so powerful; he simply needs to speak a word
for a man miles away to be healed. 

Third, people are healed according to their faith. In other
words, the true children of God’s kingdom are those who
believe that Jesus is who he says he is and that he can do
what he says he can do. Notice that the Christian faith is very
specific. Faith is only as powerful as the one you have faith
in. If I have faith that I can jump over this church building
right now, my faith is useless. I am not jumping over the
building. Jesus calls us not just to have “faith,” he calls us to
put our faith in him! This gentile officer believes that Jesus
can heal his servant, and Jesus, therefore, heals him.
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The third healing Matthew records for us is the healing of
Peter’s mother-in-law (14-17). These healings are just a
sampling according to verse 16: “that evening they brought to
him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the
spirits with a word and healed all who were sick.” Now, this
point is significant because Matthew intentionally decided to
include these three healings when he could have included
others. The common denominator between these healings is
that of an unexpectant recipient. So far Jesus has healed a
leper, a gentile officer’s servant, and a woman. Matthew did
not record for us here the healing of a Jewish noble, religious
elite, or wealthy Jewish philanthropist. Instead, he has healed
a leper, a gentile officer’s servant, and a woman. Matthew’s
point is significant. Those who understand their brokenness
find healing in Christ, no one else. 

Matthew concludes this section in verse 17. Jesus’ healing
ministry fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy of a coming servant who
takes our illnesses and our diseases. Church family, this is our
king. He comes to take the pain, hurt, and brokenness of
anyone who will trust in him. Our king came for this reason:
to serve the broken. 

Jesus’ Call to Follow Him: Matthew 8:18-22
These healings prove Jesus’ authority, and this realization
must have an immediate effect on our life: we must follow
him. 
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In verses 18-22, Matthew repeats the same ideas twice. Two
people announce that they will follow Jesus, and Jesus
replies by explaining the cost of following Jesus. First, there
is a scribe who is a religious leader. He announces that he
will follow Jesus, so Jesus explains the cost of following him.
Following Jesus demands a level of insecurity and
uncertainly: you might not always know where you’ll sleep. 

Second, there is a disciple. This person has some affinity
with Jesus but now announces that they will follow Jesus
after burying their dead. Again, Jesus announces the cost of
discipleship. Following Jesus demands immediate action, not
future action.  

Jesus displays his authority and calls people to follow him.
What will move us to follow Jesus? Jesus explained the high
costs. What moves us to follow Jesus is theology! What did
we just learn about Jesus? Jesus came to use his authority to
serve the broken! Hey, all you broken! The King of this
universe will use his authority for your good; so follow him!
What other person or thing in this world offers you such
grand an offer? Does money? Possessions? Sexual
experiences? None of these things can fix your brokenness,
but Jesus can because he was broken for you. Would you
follow him today? 
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Jesus’ Authority: Matthew 8:23-34
Finally, Matthew records two more miracles to demonstrate
Jesus’ authority. First, Jesus clams a violent storm. This
miracle demonstrates a new dimension to Jesus’ authority.
He not only has the authority to give God’s people a new law
(Matthew 5-7) and to heal the sick (Matthew 8:1-17). He also
has the authority to calm a great storm. Notice the language
of verse 24 and verse 26: he transforms a great storm into a
great calm. This miracle not only transforms the waters but
also his disciples. Notice the mood of verses 25 and 27. They
are moved from terror to amazement. 

The disciples’ wonderment is important here (27). They
wonder about who Jesus is. Matthew, then, provides an
answer to this wonderment in verses 28-34. In these verses,
we learn about two exorcisms. There are two violent men
possessed by demons. They are so fierce that no one goes
near them (8:28). No one goes near them except for Jesus,
and here Matthew provides an answer to the disciples’
question of verse 27: what sort of man is this (27)? This man
is no other than the Son of God. 

The term “Son of God” is very important. Let’s remember
that Satan’s temptation focus on this issue: is Jesus the Son
of God. Satan says in Matthew 4:3 and 6, “If you are the Son
of God…” Unlike Adam and Israel who doubted their
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sonship, Jesus does not. Jesus’ success in the wilderness,
thus, rewrites Adam’s history and Israel’s history so that
God’s people might have a new future. Moreover, Jesus'
success in the wilderness vindicates God’s word at Jesus’
baptism when he said of Jesus, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased” (3:17). Jesus is the Son of God, and
the demons know it.

Although the demons know it, the disciples do not fully. The
religious elite throughout the gospels will downright reject
this idea because of its significance. So, what does it mean
for Jesus to be the “Son of God?” It means that he is the
coming King. God promised that the king of God’s people
would be his son (2 Samuel 7). However, for Jesus to be the
Son of God means a lot more. It means that he is God. 

Notice Matthew 14:33. When Peter walks on water and
doubts, Jesus brings him into the boat. There, Jesus again
rebukes Peter by saying he has little faith (31). The disciples
respond by confessing Jesus as the Son of God, and then
worship him! You only worship God in the Old Testament;
thus, for the disciples to worship Jesus after confessing him
as the Son of God proves that this term means that Jesus is
God; he is not less than God. 
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Conclusion
Jesus has the authority to heal the sick and demon-possessed.
He calms a storm with a word. He also calls us to follow him.
The cost is high: we must submit ourselves to his Lordship;
yet, it is worth it. We see in these miracles that the God of this
universe uses his authority to serve us. How could we not
follow him?

Church family, as we have studied God’s word today and as we
study it throughout this week, let’s follow our servant-king.
Non-Christian, today can be the day when you turn from your
sins and trust in Jesus. Would you begin to follow him today?
If so, Romans 10:9 tells that “if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.” If you have come to
know the Lord today, please reach out to us so that we might
care for you on this new journey. 
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Prayer
God, we stand amazed by your grace, and
we follow you. Wherever you lead, give us
the grace to go. We pray these things in
Jesus’ name, amen. 
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