
Part 2

Missional Motherhood

Sunday, may 9, 2021 Sunday Sermon

We are taking a break from our sermon series in Matthew to
continue a different sermon series. The sermon series we are
continuing today is titled “Missional Motherhood, and this
sermon is titled Missional Motherhood Part 2.” In last years
sermon, we defined an important characteristic of biblical
womanhood: the task of bringing forth life. Then, we surveyed
serval missional mothers in the Bible and church history. I
will discuss many of the details that we touched on a year ago
again today. However, I want us to investigate one mother,
Hannah, in detail.

The main idea of today’s sermon is that Hannah was a
missional mother whose joy is rooted and established in her
amazing God. I hope that as we study Hannah two things
would happen. First, I hope that the women of our church
would be invited, encouraged, and equipped to be missional
mothers. Second, the men of our church would have a vision
of missional motherhood and would encourage the women in
their life to pursue this vision.

1 SAMUEL 1:1-2:10
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I have divided 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10 into 3 sections. 1 Samuel 1:1-17
describes to us Hannah’s profound grief. Then, in 1 Samuel
1:18-28, Samuel describes how God transforms Hannah’s grief.
Finally, in 1 Samuel 2:1-10, we see the aim of God’s work. He
transforms Hannah’s grief into intense joy. 

Let’s now investigate Hannah and her joyful theology in these
verses.

Gospel Movements 

1 Samuel 1:1-17 describes to us Hannah’s profound pain and
grief. Hannah is troubled because she is barren. Now,
anything that prohibits a woman from having children is in
one sense troubling: barrenness, difficulty in pregnancy,
other health issues, and even singleness. These realities are
troubling because childbearing is glorious. Now, some of you
might be thinking, “He has no idea what he is talking about.
Here is some man talking about what he doesn’t know!” There
are certain aspects of childbearing that I have not
experienced, but I am confident to say that this task is still
profoundly glorious. The glory of childbearing is found in who
the child is: he or she is the image of God. Childbearing is
glorious, then, because when a woman is pregnant, she is
creating the image of God! Let me say it another way: in God’s
complete control over everything, he has decided to use
women to create his very image. This reality is glorious
because God is glorious. Therefore, when a woman is unable
to participate for whatever reason in this act, it is troubling.
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In verse 8, Hannah wept and did not eat; her heart was grieved
She is described as bitter in soul and as one praying with intense
weeping (10)
She prayed for a long time and even resembled a drunk person (13)
She describes herself while talking to Eli as a woman troubled in
spirit and as one who is pouring out her soul to the Lord (15)
She describes her prayer as the overflow of her anxiety and trouble
(16)

Hannah was troubled because she was unable to have
children, and this trouble was heightened by Peninnah.
Peninnah was Elkanah’s other wife, and she is described as
Hannah’s “rival” who provoked her. Peninnah saw Hannah’s
barrenness as an opportunity to provoke her to sadness.
Peninnah does not represent missional motherhood, but
demonic motherhood. She saw what differentiated her from
another woman as her identity. This motherhood is not
missional. Thus, Hannah's sadness was rooted in the
troubling fact that she could not have children, and it was
intensified by Peninnah who saw Hannah’s sadness as an
opportunity to hurt her.  

Now, Hannah’s sadness is described in detail in verses 8-16.
 

Hannah is in immense pain. Her pain has extended to the
source of who she is – her heart. It is so characteristic of
her that she resembles a drunk person. The first section of
this passage depicts to us Hannah’s profound grief. 
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In the second section (2:18-28), we see that God acts for
Hannah. We see that God desires to reverse Hannah’s sadness
and that he has the power to do this. First, we see that God
desires good for Hannah in verse 19. Here, Samuel tells us that
the Lord remembered her (19). The idea of remembrance does
not mean that God mentally forgot Hannah. God’s mental
capacity is unlimited. Thus, the detail that God remembered
not only speaks to God’s power but also his character.
Remembrance in the OT often entails action: when someone
remembers, they do something. God remembered Hannah
which means he did something about her prayer. 

We talked about this concept in detail when we studied
Genesis 40. If you remember, Joseph asked the cupbearer to
remember him when Pharaoh released the cupbearer from
prison. The cupbearer, however, forgot about him. The
cupbearer did not mentally forget what happened; rather, he
was unwilling to do the act of kindness Joseph requested: tell
Pharaoh about him. Thus, the cupbearer forgot Joseph.
Remembrance has to do with action, and the Lord
remembered Hannah’s prayer. This act of remembrance is an
act of grace because there was nothing in Hannah that could
manipulate God to do what she asked. Rather, God desired to
answer Hannah’s prayer because he is gracious. Church
family, God’s character changed everything for Hannah as we
will soon see.
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Second, God is powerful enough to do what he desires (19-28).
Permitting a barren woman to conceive and give birth to a son
takes power, and God has this power. Notice an important
detail up to this point: it is the Lord who closed Hannah’s
womb. This detail is repeated twice in verses 5 through 6. The
point here is that the Lord has the power to close Hannah’s
womb and the power to open it, and as we know in Scripture,
God opens and closes wombs, gives life and takes it away, and
brings sadness and joy all on purpose. The purpose is his
glory displayed in the joy of his people. God closed Hannah’s
womb to intensify her joy as we will now see. 

In the third movement of this passage, we see that God
transformed Hannah’s sadness into intense joy (2:1-10). The
structure of this passage is the gospel. Do you see it? Hannah
is broken but God acts for Hannah. The result is that Hannah’s
sadness is transformed into joy!

First, let’s notice the nature of Hannah’s joy. In verse 1, she
says her heart rejoices in the Lord, my horn is exalted in the
Lord, and my mouth derides my enemies (2:1). Each of these
phrases depicts to us a dimension of Hannah’s transformed
experience. Previously, she was troubled and bitter in her
soul. Her words were full of sorrow and pain. She was so
grieved that she was confused as drunk. Now, she has
incredible joy, her hope is secure, and she is no longer
taunted by her rival. Her experience is completely
transformed from pain to joy.
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Moreover, her joy is rooted in God’s character. Notice that
the word “in” is repeated three times in this verse: “in the
Lord” twice and “in your salvation.” Missional mothers root
their joy, not in the things of this world – their success at
work, the behavior of their children, or the niceness of their
home – missional mothers root their joy in the Lord. They
do this because God’s salvation produces the deepest joy.
This is what Hannah says at the end of verse 1.  

Second, Hannah demonstrates that the Lord is the one who
transforms her sadness into joy This is evident since she
describes the Lord in detail in verses 2-10. 

In joy, she describes God as utterly unique (2). Although
people worshipped many gods and women of that time
attempted many means to have children – we think of
Abraham and Sarah for example – Hannah depends on the
Lord alone because he alone is God. 

Moreover, she describes the Lord as holy (2). Holiness
means complete devotion, and the idea here is that God is
completely devoted to doing good to Hannah. We know this
because the context of this prayer is her giving birth to
Samuel (2)! We live in a world where many authorities are
devoted to using women for their harm. This reality is of the
devil, not the Lord. The Lord is holy: he is devoted to doing
good to his daughters. 
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She describes the Lord as knowledgeable (3). Amid intense
grief, it is important to know that the Lord knows. He knew
Hannah’s pain; it was not a surprise. Still, he knew how to
fix the problem. Joy comes in relating to one in their pain,
but more joy comes when that person can fix your pain. Last
night, I experienced this reality twice. My sprinkler was
leaking pretty badly, and I was trying to fix it, but I couldn’t,
so I did what any guy in our church would do. I called Bok
Hitt. He related to me and said he would be over in 15
minutes to help me fix the problem. Then, my wife
announced that she fixed the problem. I was overjoyed
because neither Bok nor my wife was surprised by me not
knowing how to fix the problem. I was even more overjoyed
that they could fix the problem! God knows our problems
and he can fix them. This reality comforts Hannah.

She describes the Lord as sovereign over everyone and
everything (4-9). This control is evident, not only in the fact
that he closed and opened Hannah’s womb, but it is also
clear in verses 4-9. These verses describe how God reverses
the past. In verse 4, for example, the strength of the proud is
broken while the feeble are strengthened. The stomachs of
the proud are emptied while the weak are satisfied (5).
Everything that happens in life from big muscles to no
muscles (4), from full stomachs to empty stomachs (5), from
barrenness to many children (5), from birth to death (6),
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from riches to poverty (7), from humility to exaltation (8) is
under the sovereign control of the Lord. Church family,
Hannah knows the Lord’s control, nothing is outside his
control, not even her barrenness, and Hannah rejoices in this.

She describes him as the just judge (3, 9). Hannah had
experienced how the Lord exalts the weak for she was weak.
This reality gave Hannah confidence that God is not just like
this in her own life but in the course of all history. Our Lord
judges the earth by guarding the godly and judging the wicked
(9). Church family, we live in a world where women have been
uncared for and taken advantage of. You need to know that
the Lord will judge those who hurt you either at the cross or
for eternity in hell. Hannah rejoices that the Lord is the just
judge, and we should rejoice in this reality too.

She finally describes the Lord as faithful to his word (10).
Hannah ends her prayer on an extremely high point. Notice
verse 10. She says, “The Lord gives strength to his king and
exalts the horn of his anointed.” This verse is significant
because there was not a king reigning in Israel at this time;
yet, God had already promised that he would save his people
from their enemies by the hand of a coming king. This
prediction is found in Numbers 24:17: there Balaam predicts
that a scepter and star of Judah will crush the head of Israel’s
enemies: Moab. Hannah has her eyes fixed on the reality that
the Messiah is coming: God hasn’t forgotten his plan to save
his people. He is faithful to his word. 
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First, she turned to the Lord in her grief 
Second, she experienced God’s Grace
Third, her deep theology led to incredible joy 
Fourth, she had her eyes on the Messiah

Missional Mothers 

Hannah was a Missional Mother. This fact is evident when we
look at Samuel’s life. Samuel was a very good judge, perhaps
one of the best judges Israel had in the four hundred years
that they were ruled by judges. In a time where God’s voice
was silent, God spoke to Samuel. The people were shepherded
and cared for well by Samuel, and God used Hannah to
accomplish this task. If Hannah had not sought the Lord in
prayer, Samuel would not have been born. If Hannah would
have pursued a child in an ungodly way, Samuel would not
have been born. Hannah pursued God, and God remembered
her. Moreover, if Hannah had not been faithful to her words to
lend him to the Lord (1:28), Samuel would not have been
Israel’s judge. Now, Samuel anointed David and counseled
him. What would happen to God’s plan of making David king if
not for Hannah? 

Church family, in God’s sovereignty, God used Hannah’s
godliness to transform history. He used Hannah to bring
about the savior of the world. This impact is the impact of a
missional mother. 

When we examine Hannah’s life we see several important
characteristics of a missional mother.
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An Invitation to be a Missional Mother 

The power of a mom is incredible. God uses a mother’s power
to create his image and to restore his image. He uses your
power, mothers, in the creation of life and its new creation.
You can be a missional mother. When you are sad and in pain,
turn to the Lord. Do not turn to this world, your friends, your
status, social media, or any other alternative. Turn to the
Lord. That means look to God for joy ultimately, not the
things of this world.

Experience God’s grace in Christ. Christ died for you so that if
you would turn from your sins and trust in him, then his
righteousness would be given to you as a gift. Experience
God’s incredible grace today. If you know the Lord, still,
experience his grace. We need his grace daily, and his grace is
available daily to sustain us despite our sinfulness.

Learn deeply about our incredible God. Do not be satisfied
with superficial truths about God. Superficial truths will only
sustain you through superficial problems. We all know that
our problems are much deeper than the surface. Mothers, this
is especially true for you. Learn about God’s character. His
uniqueness (2), his devotion to his word (2), his knowledge (3),
his sovereign control over all things (4-9), his justice to hear
the weak and judge the wicked (3, 9), and his faithfulness to
his word (10).
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Finally, keep your eyes on Jesus. Although Hannah did not
know the name of the Messiah, she kept her eyes on him. Like
Hannah, keep your eyes on Jesus. Remember that in the end,
he wins, not this world, and anticipate your victory with him.
Hannah knew that when God’s king wins, she wins. The same
is true with all of God’s people. When God wins, we win.
Remember this truth moms.

Some of the women in this room may never have the joy of
being a biological mom. If that is the case, rest in God’s
character. Be committed to being a spiritual mother. Commit
yourself to bring forth spiritual life here at 11th Street Baptist
Church. Those who have had the joy of being a biological
mom, know this. Simply giving physical life to your children is
insufficient. Commit yourself to bring forth their rebirth and
watch the universe be transformed for the glory of God
displayed in the joy of his people as you live as missional
mothers.
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PRAYER

God give us grace to follow you in the ways you are calling us
now, and give us grace to live as your children. We pray these
things in Jesus’ name, amen. 


