
Matthew explained to us how Jesus is the long-awaited King
of God’s people in Matthew 1-4. He is the King, and he has
brought to us the Kingdom of God. We heard the curse
unraveling when the Father announced of Jesus, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).
Then, this announcement was vindicated in the wilderness
as Jesus overcome the tricks of the Serpent and exhausted
him so that he ran from Jesus’ presence (Matthew 4:11). We
have heard the curse fading away: God is pleased with Jesus
and the snake cannot trick him! 

Today, we are going to learn that kingdom blessings are
here. The refrain of Matthew 5:1-12 is “Blessed are.”
Although the kingdom of this world is characterized by
“cursed are,” the kingdom of God is characterized as
“blessed are.” The table has turned; the curse is coming
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 undone; the pain and grief of sin are coming untrue
because the King is here, and with him are the kingdom
blessings! He is bringing us home, church family.

The main idea today is that Kingdom citizens are blessed.
Let me be more specific: those who belong to God’s kingdom
are the only ones who experience the blessings that God
designed all of humanity to experience. Everyone else who
seeks the satisfaction of this world fundamentally
experiences the curse: separation from God while those who
desire God’s kingdom above all are satisfied profoundly.

We will discover that Kingdom citizens are not full of the
things of this world, but full of the things of God. Therefore,
we are blessed. I hope that as we study these verses, we
would be transformed in two ways: 1) I hope that we would
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 2) I hope that we would be glad
to live as Kingdom citizens

The context of Matthew 5 is important to grasp so before we
progress in our study, let’s discuss this passage’s context.
Understanding how an individual passage of a book fits into
the structure of the book is very important to grasp since
each passage has a key part to play in the main argument of
a book. This passage is no different. This chapter’s larger
structure is Matthew 4:23-25-9:35. Matthew 4:23-25 serves as
an introduction and Matthew 9:35 serves as the conclusion.
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Matthew 1-4 proved that Jesus truly is the King who
brings the Kingdom 
Matthew 4:23-9:35 powerfully illustrates to us the nature
of this kingdom. 

This introduction and conclusion state the same thing: Jesus
was preaching and teaching of the Kingdom of Heaven and
healing the sick of every affliction. Then, Matthew illustrates
this teaching and preaching with the Sermon on the Mount:
Matthew 5-7. After recording for us this sermon, Matthew
illustrates Jesus’ healing in Matthew 8-9. The structure then
is as follows:

We do not need to get too far ahead of ourselves today, but
in Matthew 9:37-10:40, Jesus invites his people to participate
in his Kingdom work! However, before we participate with
Jesus in Kingdom work, we must understand the nature of
Kingdom citizens. Therefore, let’s investigate this idea
together in Matthew 5:1-12. 

Kingdom Citizens are Empty (Matthew 5:3-6)
What do Kingdom citizens look like? According to Matthew
5:3-6, they are empty of the world. This idea is repeated in
various ways in each of the first four beatitudes. First,
kingdom citizens are poor in spirit. “Poor in spirit” is a
phrase that depicts a person’s helpfulness and utter
emptiness. It is the opposite of self-reliance and arrogance.
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In the garden, the serpent tempted Adam and Eve to be “like
God.” This temptation was a call not to rely on God, but to
rely on themselves. Encased in this temptation is the lie that
man excels most when they control their destiny and are
most happy when they live their lives their way. Self-
reliance and independence are not descriptions of kingdom
citizens; rather, these descriptions characterize the fall, the
curse, and the kingdom of this world. Kingdom citizens are
poor in spirit. We recognize that we are undone without God
and helpless to save ourselves from the wrath of God. 

However, notice what Jesus says. Those who are poor in
spirit are blessed. We are blessed because we have the
Kingdom now! Notice the verb “is” of verse three. This verb
is the present tense which indicates that we have the
Kingdom now. When we are empty to the things of the
world, we are full of the blessings of God.

Second, Kingdom citizens mourn (5:4). Again, this
description depicts us as empty, not full. The idea here
seems to be that kingdom citizens not only realize their
poverty of spirit but respond correctly to it. You see
everyone in their life realizing from time to time that they
are “poor in spirit.” Everyone realizes that they are empty
without God and that their life trajectory of filling
themselves with the things of this world – success, wordily
pleasure, and status – is like the wind which can never be
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grasped. Although everyone realizes this truth, only some
respond properly: with mourning. Kingdom citizens look at
their state of being spiritually bankrupt and mourn.

Again, notice that although we are empty – we mourn - we
are blessed. God will comfort all who mourn over the
spiritual poverty and respond properly to it. Thus, we are
blessed.

Third, Kingdom citizens are meek (5:5). Jesus quotes Psalm
37:11 here. This fact is important to know since the word
“meek” is a Christian word we use even though most of us
might not be able to describe it. The fact that Jesus is
quoting Psalm 37:11 is helpful because David describes the
meek in this psalm in detail. For example, the hope of the
meek is in the Lord (Psalm 37:3) because they truly delight in
the Lord (Psalm 37:4). The meek commit their ways to the
Lord (Psalm 37:5) and wait on the Lord patiently (Psalm 37:7,
9). The opposite of meekness, then, is relying on one-self for
provision. It is not depending on God but depending on
oneself. 

The idea that meekness entails dependence on God is
illustrated well in Numbers 12. Numbers 12 mentions that
Moses was very meek, more than any other person on the
earth (Numbers 12:3). The context of this statement is
Miriam and Aaron opposing Moses. This statement occurs
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after we learn that Moses did not defend himself against
their accusations; rather, the Lord did. Moses is meek
because he relies on God for provision, not on himself. 

We are blessed, even though we do not depend on ourselves
because we depend on the God who gives us his kingdom as
our inheritance. 

Fourth, Kingdom citizens hunger and thirst for
righteousness (5:6). Again, Jesus emphasizes the emptiness
of kingdom citizens: we are “poor in spirit” (3), we mourn
(4), we are meek (5), and we hunger and thirst (6). Hunger
and thirst produce bodily appetites: I desire an In-n-Out
burger when I am hunger and water when I am thirsty.
Kingdom citizens have an appetite for righteousness.
Righteousness describes being in a right relationship with
someone, and Jesus is going to describe aspects of
righteousness in the next three beatitudes. What we should
know now is that Kingdom citizens have a strong appetite
for being right with God. 

We are blessed, even though we hunger and thirst because
our God satisfies us with what we desire. 

In the first four beatitudes, Jesus describes kingdom citizens
as those who are empty of the things of this world. Kingdom
citizenship is not characterized by “high self-esteem,” a
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balanced emotional state free of tears, reliance on self, or
having a full tummy. These things do not satisfy kingdom
citizens because we have stronger appetites. Despite this
emptiness, we are blessed – immensely happy – because the
Lord provides for those who wait on him. 

Kingdom Citizens are Full (7-10)
Although kingdom citizens are empty to the things of the
kingdom of this world, we are full to the things of God’s
kingdom. We see this in the next four beatitudes. First,
kingdom citizens are merciful which is one aspect of the
righteousness we desire. The characteristic of mercy is the
display of compassion to those who do not deserve it. In the
OT, God is described often as merciful to sinners (see for
example Nehemiah 9:27-2). God does not punish sinners, and
he cares for them even though they do not deserve his care.
Kingdom citizens are full of this compassionate
characteristic. Moreover, we hunger and thirst for this.
Showing mercy isn’t just something we do; it is what we
hunger and thirst for since this is an aspect of the
righteousness that kingdom citizens desire (5:6).

Those who are full of mercy are blessed because we will
receive mercy. 

Second, kingdom citizens are pure in heart (5:8). David
describes the “pure of heart” in Psalm 24:4 as one who does
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not “lift his soul to what is false and does not swear
deceitfully.” The opposite of purity of heart is falsehood and
deceit. We learn this in James 4:8 when he calls the double-
minded to “purify their hearts.” The “pure in heart” are
those who are single-minded on the Lord, and this single-
mindedness is aimed at seeking the face of the Lord (24:6).
We could summarize this characteristic as a single devotion
to seeking the Lord. 

We are blessed who are “pure of heart” because we shall see
God. Those whose single devotion is to seek the Lord see the
Lord! 

Third, kingdom citizens are peacemakers (5:9). We are
peacemakers because God is the peacemaker. Jesus mourns
on Palm Sunday because although the people rejoice at his
coming, the people do not understand that peace demands a
bloody cross (Luke 19:42). Jesus understood this reality, and
he established peace by dying on the cross for our sins and
rising again from the dead (Ephesians 2:13-21; Colossians
1:20). Our God is a God of peace, and he replaces hated and
pain with peace.  

Kingdom citizens strive to be peacemakers. This means we
approach conflict in an entirely Christian manner. The task
of peacemaker assumes conflict; it assumes enemies and
persecutions. What is your approach to this conflict?
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Perhaps it is to defend yourself anytime a family member
confronts you with your sin? Perhaps it is to fight anyone
who makes your life inconvenient? This approach is not the
approach of kingdom citizens. Kingdom citizens rather are
to pray for their enemies (Matthew 5:44) and bless those who
persecute us (Romans 12:14, 1 Corinthians 4:12). 

We are peacemakers because our God is the peacemaker.
Therefore, we are blessed. 

Fourth, kingdom citizens are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness (10). Notice how the first four beatitudes
describe how we are empty to things of the world. These
beatitudes end though with the description that kingdom
citizens hunger and thirst for righteousness (5:6). Now at the
end of the final four beatitudes, we see that we are full of
righteousness. This detail proves the obvious fact that we fill
ourselves with the things we desire. Kingdom citizens desire
righteousness and God fills us with it. 

We are blessed, even though we are persecuted because we
have the kingdom now. 

Now let’s notice verses 11-12. These verses are not a new
beatitude but an explanation of verse 10. We know this
because the structure is different. Notice that in the
beatitudes Jesus is describing kingdom citizens generally.

P A G E  9  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S



He says, “Blessed are,” and then he provides a general
description like “the meek” or “those who mourn.” That is
not the case in verses 11-12. Here, Jesus applies verse 10. He
says, “Blessed are you.” Jesus is very specific here. He is
talking directly to his disciples, and he is telling them that
they are blessed even though they will be persecuted
because this has always been the pathway for God’s people.
The kingdom of the world has always warned against the
kingdom of God and this war proves that we are kingdom
citizens! 

Still, despite people reviling us, persecuting us, and uttering
evil against us, we are blessed because our reward is great!
Our reward is not of this world but is waiting for us in God’s
kingdom.

Kingdom Blessings
Let’s make one final important but obvious point. Kingdom
citizens are blessed! Blessings are the opposite of being
cursed, and the kingdom blessing is living with God. We are
no longer separated from him, but now we have access to
him. The curse is characterized as death, decay, self-
reliance, and aloneness while the blessing is characterized
by life, fullness, support, and communion with God and his
people. 
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This week we encouraged everyone to read a handful of
psalms that discussed the “blessed one.” In a sense, you read
the OT beatitudes. We should notice that the pathway to
blessings is always the same: blessings are for those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness!

Application 
I hope the beatitudes transform us in at least two ways.
First, these descriptions only describe Jesus perfectly. This
reality is true of the “OT beatitudes” and the NT beatitudes.”
The blessed one is Jesus. We are not always poor in spirit.
Regrettably, we are at times quite proud in our spirit and
quite confident in our abilities. There are times, sadly, when
we do not rejoice when we are persecuted (5:11-12). Church
family, Jesus is the true Kingdom citizen. The beatitudes
describe his life perfectly, and because Jesus is the true
Kingdom citizen, we too are true kingdom citizens. We are
kingdom citizens, not because we live up to these
descriptions perfectly, but because Jesus did for us! As we
live as Kingdom citizens amid the world’s kingdom, let’s
keep our eyes on Jesus the one who has made us citizens in
the heavenly kingdom. 

Second, let’s not be deceived. These are descriptions of
kingdom citizens and if they do not describe you, then you
are not a kingdom citizen. Now, hear what I am saying: these
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descriptions do not describe us perfectly, but if we truly
trust Jesus and desire righteousness, these descriptions will
describe us truly. So, this week, let’s keep our eyes on Jesus
the one who fulfills these perfectly. Let’s also walk as
kingdom citizens. Be empty to the things of this world and
full of the things of God for great is our reward that our king
has won for us in heaven. 

Perhaps there is a non-Christian here today. I invite you to
come to Jesus. Turn from your sin and trust that Jesus died
for you. Confess him as Lord and follow him. Of course, if
you are coming to Jesus today, please reach out to us that we
might care for you as you begin a life of being Jesus’
disciple. 
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Prayer
God, fix our eyes on Jesus and deepen our desire to live as
kingdom citizens now. Still, draw the loss to you today. We
pray these things in Jesus' name, amen. 
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