
As we read Scripture, we quickly learn that God’s goal in
creation is to establish his kingdom on earth. John and Jesus
both fulfilled important kingdom purposes in their
ministries integral to God’s plan. Today, we are going to
learn about these purposes. 

God’s goal of establishing his kingdom on earth is
accomplished in stages and will not be completely fulfilled
into Jesus’ second coming. Therefore, we live in a moment
when God’s kingdom is present in this broken world; and
yet, not completely present. Church family, God’s kingdom
is here now because of John and Jesus, but not completely.
Did you know that your life has a kingdom purpose of
bringing God’s kingdom fully into this world? The era of
peace, joy, wholeness, and pure adventure with God is near.
This age will be marked by the absence of tears, pain,
cancer, back pain, and all anxiety. In this age, there will be
no mistrust of authority because the authority will be 100%
trustworthy! If we long for this era to be here, and we do,
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then let’s live the kingdom purpose God entrusted to us so
that this era comes quickly. 

The main idea of today’s sermon, however, is not John’s
purpose or ours. If Jesus did not fulfill his kingdom purpose
at his first coming, we would remain outcasts and enemies
of God. The main point of today’s sermon, then, is about the
kingdom purpose Jesus fulfilled at his first coming. This
purpose can be described as fulfilling righteousness for us. 

I hope that as we learn about Jesus’ kingdom purpose, God
would equip us to fulfill our kingdom purpose. 

Let’s investigate this truth now together. 

JOHN’S KINGDOM PURPOSE: 
PREPARATION (MATTHEW 3:1-12)
John had an important kingdom purpose. His purpose was to
prepare God’s people for Jesus’ coming. When we read
Matthew 3:1-12, we learn several details about John’s
kingdom purpose. First, John’s purpose was to move God’s
people to repentance. Now, we need to have a biblical
understanding of repentance. 

The idea of “repentance” is closely connected to the idea of
turning. In the OT, the word for repentance means “to turn.”
However, when the general idea of turning is applied to a
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religious context, we get the very specific idea of
“repentance.” Notice something else about this word. The
Bible never says “repent” in or “repent” by. Rather, it says,
repent “from” and “to” (Acts 26:20). The point here is that
repentance is a directional word! When we repent, we
repent from something to someone else. Repentance means
to turn: to change one’s direction.

Now, we learn more details about “repentance” in Matthew
3. Repentance begins with confession (Matthew 3:6). Notice
that as John baptized people, they confessed their sins. The
baptism itself was likely a sign of their confession. John
further describes repentance as an act that produces good
fruit (3:8, 10). True repentance does not stop at confession
but grows into acts of mercy, truthfulness, kindness,
bravery, caring for people who are hard to care for, loving
one another even when people are not loving, and sharing
the gospel even when it is difficult. Repentance leads to
good works. 

Some of us wonder if our repentance and faith are genuine.
We doubt if we are truly Christians. I understand this
notion, but the Bible gives us lots of ways to test the
genuineness of our faith and repentance. One test is this:
are you producing good fruit? Notice, John does not say
produce perfect fruit. That is not possible; rather, he calls
the people to produce good fruit. Is your life characterized
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as becoming patient or less patient, more kind or less kind,
more loving, or less loving? True repentance leads to good
fruit. Therefore, if your life is progressing in this direction,
you have evidence that your repentance is genuine. 

Now, let’s think for another moment about John’s preaching.
His preaching is glorious because it is an invitation. In
Matthew 3:2, we learn that repentance is the proper reply to
the announcement that the Kingdom of God is here. God’s
kingdom is here, therefore, repent. Preaching repentance
functions like an invitation; repent and come into this
kingdom. 

Let’s think for a moment about the glory of our God. The
announcement that the Kingdom is here could have been
“bad news.” John could have prepared the way of the Lord
by preaching “doom and gloom.” He could have said, “Be
terrified everyone; enjoy your last few days because the
Kingdom is here and you are all going to die.” The
announcement of the kingdom means judgment for some,
but not for all, and that is glorious. The fact that John is
preaching repentance means that our sin, no matter how
awful, does not disqualify us from entering God’s kingdom.
If any sinner would repent from their sins, they can enter!
This is good and glorious news!
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Second, John prepared the way of the Lord because he
defined the identity of true kingdom citizens. The hallmark
of this identity is repentance. The hallmark is not birthright.
This news is great news for us since most of us are not
Jewish. Moreover, kingdom identity is not defined by
religious devotion and religious study. The Pharisees were
very religious and had utmost devotion to their culture, but
this devotion did not make them kingdom citizens. They,
like the tax collectors, needed to repent. Kingdom
citizenship is not defined by being important in the “eyes of
the world.” The Sadducees were important leaders in this
era, and again, they too needed to repent. Their clout in the
community does not qualify them for kingdom citizenship.
Repentance would. 

Third, John prepared the way of the Lord by teaching the
people about the one to come. John is clear that his ministry
is aimed at another. The one who will soon come is
“mightier” than John. John is not even worthy to untie his
sandals. This one will baptize his people, not with water, but
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

This announcement shocked the religious elite since the
prophets promised that God would bring about a new era
where all of God’s people would have God’s Spirit. In this
era, God would forgive his people's sins; they would be
protected from their enemies; they would have plenty to eat
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and lots of joy; sadness would be past and joy would be
present, and their future would be secure with God. The
people in this upcoming age would have the Holy Spirit. The
religious elite was likely shocked by this announcement;
soon the status quo would change because the Kingdom was
there! John prepared the way of the Lord in this way.

John shows us in Matthew 3 that the one who is to come is
none other than God himself. Notice who John is preparing
the people for. According to Isaiah 40:3, it is the Lord: God.
This one is to prepare the way of the Lord. Now notice
Matthew 3. He is preparing the way for Jesus. Matthew knew
what he was doing here: he took a passage about the Lord
and applied it to Jesus. Why? Because Jesus is the Lord. Jesus
was worshipped in Matthew 2, and now he is doing what
Isaiah said the Lord would do. Now, we read Isaiah 40-49
this week in our personal worship time, and we learned
repeatedly that there is only one God. There is only one
savior of God’s people. Considering that truth, Matthew is
clearly identifying Jesus as fully God. John is preparing the
way for Jesus who is fully God and fully man.

JESUS’ ARRIVAL (MATTHEW 3:13-17)
John’s ministry prepared the way for Jesus and his ministry.
It readied them for the unveiling of the king. King Jesus
begins his ministry at his baptism, and we learn several

P A G E  6  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S



important details about his ministry at this moment. First,
the goal of Jesus’ ministry is described by Jesus as “to fulfill
righteousness” (3:15). Jesus came to John to be baptized, and
John is shocked because of what John’s baptism represents.
It represents repentance from sins. John is shocked because
Jesus is in one sense not qualified to partake in this baptism.
He had no sins. Jesus’ baptism, therefore, was unlike the
baptism of every other person baptized by John. Their
baptism was an act of repentance from sins. Jesus’, however,
was not. In one sense, Jesus is not qualified to partake in
this baptism.

In another sense he is qualified. He is qualified, not because
he needed to repent, but because we needed to repent. He is
qualified, not because he has sin, but because we have sin.
Jesus is qualified for this baptism because he is our King and
as our King he represent us. Jesus is representing us.
Because we needed to be baptized, he needed to be baptized.
However, again the reasons are different. We needed to be
baptized because we needed to repent; he needed to be
baptized because he was fulfilling righteousness (15). In
other words, he was living our life, and unlike us, he was
reliving it righteously. Jesus’ life and ministry is about him
retracing our steps and doing it with perfect righteousness.
Therefore, Jesus is baptized. 
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This is the gospel, church family. This is the good news of
the Kingdom. The King is here with the Kingdom, and he is
reliving our life. Jesus is baptized because his ministry is
about giving us his righteousness as a gift! In this moment,
he is fulfilling righteousness so that we might be given it as
a gift.

Second, Jesus’ ministry is empowered by the Holy Spirit. In
the OT, regular believers did not have the Holy Spirit, but
only a few people like prophets and king David. Moreover,
the Spirit was given to these select leaders for kingdom
purposes: David had the Spirit so that he might lead God’s
Kingdom well. The judges had the Spirit to protect God’s
kingdom from their enemies. The prophets had the Spirit to
announce the words of God’s kingdom to God’s people. The
fact that Jesus has the Spirit is significant. It indicates that
he is the king living a kingdom purpose! 

Third, Jesus’ ministry is the ministry of the beloved Son of
God. The term “Son of God” is very significant. In the OT,
Adam, Israel, and David’s son were called God’s sons.
Genesis 5, for example, traces for us the genealogy of Adam,
and Moses explains that sons are born in the “image” and
“likeness” of their fathers. Adam is made as God’s image
(Genesis 1:28) and according to Genesis 5, image means
“sonship.” Luke makes this point in his genealogy. He calls
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Adam the son of God (Luke 3:38). Israel, likewise, is called
God’s son. In Exodus 4, Moses tells Pharaoh to let God’s son
(Israel) go that they might worship the Lord (Ex 4:23).
Finally, God promised David that he would give him an
eternal dynasty (2 Samuel 7). One of David’s sons would rule
over God’s people forever, and this son would be God’s son
(2 Samuel 7:14; Psalm 89:19-37). 

The sons of God in the OT – Adam, Israel, and the King of
God’s people – had a kingdom mission. Their mission was to
bless the nations. The ministry of Adam is to spread the
glory of God over the entire planet. This detail evident since
Adam and Eve are to fill the earth with God’s image (Genesis
1:26-29). Israel’s mission is similar. God made Israel to be a
kingdom of priests; the entire nation had the priestly job of
introducing the world to Jesus (Exodus 19:1-6). Similarly, the
son of David’s job was to administer God’s laws so that this
mission might be accomplished (Isaiah 11). The Son of God
has a missional task, and Jesus is the son of God who has the
Spirit so that the mission of evangelizing the nations might
be accomplished. 

Church family, we too have the Spirit, and we too (men and
women) are called “sons” of God (Galatians 4:6). These facts
are evident in Scripture. John says Jesus will baptize his
people with the Spirit (3:11) and Jesus teaches us to pray to
God as our Father (Matthew 6:9). Notice that these truths are
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true on purpose. We are called sons of God and have the
Spirit for a purpose: a kingdom purpose. Church family, our
purpose, like John’s and Jesus’ is a kingdom purpose. 

CONCLUSION
Church family, we read about how John and Jesus both
fulfilled kingdom purposes in their earthy ministries. John
prepared the way of the Lord by preaching repentance. Jesus
lived the life we were called to live so that he might fulfill
righteousness and give it to us as a gift.

Church family, John knew the aim of his ministry and so did
Jesus. Do you? What is your life’s purpose? Is it simply to
live a nice life and be comfortable? Is it to be super
successful? Perhaps your life’s purpose is a striving simply
to make it? None of those purposes will do, church family.
We are God’s children and given the Holy Spirit so that the
glorious news that the Kingdom is here might spread over
this entire planet. This role is our privilege and
responsibility. Do you know this?

Also, if Jesus did not fulfill righteousness for us, this would
not be our role. We would still be outsiders without hope of
ever entering even the front door of God’s kingdom. We
would be outcasts who rebelled against the great king.  If
Jesus did not come and fulfill righteousness for us, we would
lost for eternity. But, Jesus did come. He was born as a
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human, was baptized, cared for the downcast, and fulfilled
the law perfectly. Then, he died our death and rose again so
that all who trust in him might receive his righteousness as
a gift. This news is good, and this news is the message of the
Kingdom.

Therefore, church family, our role is to spread this good
news. So I ask again, “Who will you share the gospel with
throughout this series?” Will you be strategic with your
resources so that the kingdom spreads through you today? 
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PRAYER
God, help us to rejoice in your plan and in Jesus our savior.
Help us also to embrace with joy our mission to spread your
glory to all peoples. We pray these things in Jesus name,
amen.
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