
Matthew continues to demonstrate from a variety of angles
that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah. In Matthew 1, he
proved this fact by showing that Jesus was a son of Abraham, a
son of David, a son who returned to the land after the exile,
born of a virgin, named Jesus, called Emmanuel, and
identified as the Christ four times. Indeed, Jesus is the coming
king. In Matthew 2, Matthew demonstrates this detail again by
showing that Jesus is born in the right city, Bethlehem (2:5),
that he is the true Israel of God since he relived Israel’s
history (2:15, 18) and that he was called a Nazarene. 

I want us to see two important details as we study this
chapter. First, like last week, I want us to see that the long-
awaited king is finally here. Second, I want us to see how
people respond to this fact: some respond by worshiping the
king, and others war against the king. Thus, the main idea of
this sermon is that all people respond to the coming king in
one of two ways: worship or war. How have you responded?
How will you respond today? I hope that for us who love
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Jesus, we will worship him more deeply and that this worship
will lead us to share the gospel. Remember, the aim of the
book of Matthew is the Great Commission. Mathew is moving
us throughout this book to follow Christ in spreading the
gospel throughout the entire planet. Who will you share the
gospel with during this series? 

For those who do not know Jesus, I hope that you will stop
warring against him by living your life your way. Put down
your weapons of war and worship him. The king is finally
here. 

Let’s investigate this idea now together in Matthew 2.

THE KING IS HERE
Matthew identifies Jesus as the coming king by describing to
us key details of Jesus’ childhood. First, the coming king is
going to be born in Bethlehem according to the prophet
Micah, and this town is where Jesus was born (2:1-12). This
detail is important and unique since the kings of God’s people
lived and were born in Jerusalem. Although this is where the
kings’ sons were born, this is not where King David was born.
David was the model king of God’s people. If you remember,
he is the one who killed the giant Goliath with a rock. David’s
dad, Jesse, was not the king. Saul was. David, therefore, was
not born in a palace in Jerusalem, but in Bethlehem. Micah
promised God’s people that their future king would be born in
Bethlehem, like David. 
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Now, Mary and Joseph were from Galilee a region to the north
of Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-4), and Jesus would have been born
here. However, the ruler of Rome required that a census be
taken while Mary was pregnant. Joseph, therefore, went to
Bethlehem for this reason and while there, Mary gave birth. 

Now, let’s notice something significant here. The ruler took a
census, likely for tax purposes. He wanted more money, but
God worked through this purpose to accomplish his sovereign
plan: the birth of Jesus at the right place. Church family, it
was difficult for Joseph to journey to Bethlehem with his
pregnant wife; yet, God was actively working through this
difficult reality – traveling with his pregnant wife – for a
glorious purpose. God was working out his plan to save the
nations.

Church family, we experience all kinds of difficult
circumstances that range from mere inconvenience – you did
not buy enough avocados for lunch, so you have to go back to
the store – to downright grief – you have lost a loved one,
have been sick, or have lost a job. We see in Matthew 2 that
God works through these difficulties on purpose. His purpose
is to save the nations. This was the purpose he worked
through Joseph and Mary’s difficult journey and this is the
purpose he will work through our difficulties. Therefore,
when we experience these difficulties this week, and we will
let’s use them as opportunities to share the gospel. 
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Second, Matthew explains that Jesus is the true Israel of God
because he is reliving Israel’s history. Matthew makes this
point in the next two prophecies that he cites in Matthew 2:13-
18. Abraham’s family sojourned to Egypt because of a great
famine and were there for four hundred years, but at the right
time, God called Israel out of Egypt. God told Moses to go to
Pharaoh and to tell him to let God’s son go (Exodus 4:23).
Pharaoh refused, but this did not stop God’s plan. God called
his son out of Egypt. Later, the prophet Hosea rebukes God’s
people for their constant sin. They failed to be loyal to God,
and they failed to care for one another well. This failure was
even though God loved them and cared for them by bringing
them out of bondage in Egypt (Hosea 11:1). God called Israel
out of Egypt. Similarly, God is now calling Jesus out of Egypt.
Matthew’s point is important: Israel’s history is being
rewritten in Jesus. God has called Jesus his son and called him
out of Egypt. This is the history of Israel relived in Jesus. Jesus
is the true Israel of God. 

Matthew makes the point that Jesus is the true Israel of God
again in verses 16-18. Here he cites Jeremiah 31:15. In this
passage, God promises that he will save his people so that
they sing for joy. However, the context of this salvation is
current sadness and weeping. Jeremiah is prophesying to a
people, mothers, whose children have either just been killed
in battle or have been taken exile into Babylon. Similarly,
mothers again are weeping the death of their sons in the days
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of Jesus for a similar reason. The history of Israel is being
relived in Jesus. He is the true Israel of God. 

These last two passages were more indirect than the first.
Matthew quotes two passages about the nation of Israel and
says these past events have been fulfilled (2:15-17). Now, these
Old Testament passages were not predictions of the future;
rather, they are descriptions of Israel in the past. Yet, Jesus
fulfills them because of who Jesus is. He is the true Israel of
God and he is reliving their history. However, there is one
important difference between Israel and Jesus that Matthew
will make in Matthew 4: where Israel fails, Jesus succeeds!
Jesus rewrites our history, and that history is righteous! 

Friend, Jesus came to this earth for this purpose. He came to
live your life. Isn’t that glorious? The reality that your history
can be rewritten by Jesus! It is amazing, and this is the good
news. If you would turn from your sins and trust in Jesus,
then his righteousness would be given to you as a gift. This is
the gospel, friends. Church family, look at our king. Look
what he does for you and me! Truly knowing Jesus leads to
profound worship. 

Third, this final passage is less straightforward than the
others. Matthew says that Jesus was called a Nazarene to
fulfill what was spoken by the prophets (2:19-23). Isaiah
predicts that the coming king will be a “shoot” from the stump

P A G E  5  |  M A T T H E W  S E R I E S



of Jesse. The image of a shoot is a weak image. If you own a
fruit tree and you want it to be healthy, you cut off the shoots.
Isaiah’s point is that the coming king will not be what we
expect: he will be like a “shoot” of a tree. Nazareth was a
humble town as Nathaniel pointed out when he said, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth? (John 1:45). Moreover,
the Hebrew word of “shoot” in Isaiah 11 is neṣer which is
related to the word Nazarene. Matthew knows this connection
and makes it to show us that even in the finest details, Jesus is
the long-awaited for king. He fulfills the expected prophecies
and the more obscure ones too. Truly, Jesus is the coming
King. 

SOME WAR
Matthew traces for us in some detail some events of Jesus’
childhood to demonstrate again that he is the long-awaited
king. However, Matthew’s goal is not simple to describe Jesus
as the Messiah. His goal is to tell us how people respond to
the news that the King is here. In Matthew 2, Herod wars
against the King. When he hears that the Messiah is born, he
and all of Israel are troubled (2:3). He is troubled because the
Messiah is a threat to his kingship. He wants to be king; he
does not want Jesus to be his king. 

SOME WORSHIP 
Although Herod wars against Jesus, the foreign wise men
worship Jesus. Now, in this week’s worship guide, we read
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Exodus 32-34, and in these chapters, we learned about false
worship. The Israelites worshiped a golden calf which was
forbidden. God’s people were to worship the Lord alone.
Notice here that the foreign wise men worship Jesus, and
Matthew endorses this act. We should be like the wise men
and not like Herod. What does this detail tell us about Jesus?
The Lord forbids his people from worshiping anyone besides
him. This act demonstrates that the Messiah who came to
rescue God’s people is none other than God himself. He is
fully God and fully man at his birth! 

Church family, the foreign wise men properly respond to God
while the nation of Israel, God’s people, are troubled by his
coming (2:3). This point is significant since now the nations
are being blessed through the son of Abraham who has come.
The curses of the fall illustrated so vividly in Genesis 3-11 are
being peeled back by the Son of Abraham. How do we know?
The nations are being blessed just as God promised Abraham.

CONCLUSIONS 
The announcement that Jesus, your king, has been born will
elicit two responses. On the one hand, some will worship.
On the other hand, some will war against him. These are the
two responses because of the nature of the announcement:
the king of the universe, whom you were made to know and
enjoy has been born. We should put it this way too: the king
of the universe who came to rule your life has been born. 
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How does that sound to you? Do you rejoice at that
announcement or despise it? There are only two responses
and no middle response to this announcement because of the
nature of this announcement: your king is here. 

Jesus is Lord and he must rule in your life now? Some of you
will say, “Yes! I’ve made a mess of my life; I’m broken; I’m
weak; I need you. Please rule.” Others will say, “No way will I
give control of my life to Jesus. I will rule my own life; make
my own decisions and make my own future. Who does Jesus
think he is?” 

Which one are you? There are only two categories here:
worship or war. Would you come to Jesus and worship him,
today? 
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PRAYER
Father, move many here today to stop warring against your
Son. Move many to begin the marvelous life of worshiping
your son today. I pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen. 
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