
Matthew explains to us from a variety of angels that the king
is here: 1) Jesus is a son of Abraham, 2) a son of David, 3) a
remanent of Israel after their exile, 4) conceived from the
Holy Spirit, 5) named Jesus, 6) called Immanuel, 7) and
identified as the Christ four times. From a variety of angles,
Matthew shows us that Jesus is the long-awaited King of
God’s people. This baby is the King who brings with him new
creation. As we read Matthew, church family, we hear that
sin, death, and the devil are being defeated and that our God
is victorious. Jesus is the King, and because he is here, God’s
kingdom is here. The curse is fading away, and kingdom
blessings are now present in Jesus. 

The main idea of Matthew 1 is that the King is here.
Everyone who experiences the moments Matthew is
recording, whether they observed these events or are
reading these events, should be greatly affected by this
truth. We should sense relief. Finally, the king is here. We
should experience joy. The one whom we were made for is
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here. We should express immense praise. The King has come
for our salvation. Church family, I want Matthew 1 to affect
us in these ways. 

I eagerly expect that we will experience relief, joy, and
exude praise as we study Matthew 1, and I hope that this
study will also encourage us to share the gospel. Matthew
marches his gospel toward the great commission since this
is the gospel’s conclusion, its final word. It is an
understatement to say that Matthew was committed to
telling the nations about the King since his book has literally
explained the gospel to billions from countless nations. As
we study Matthew, let’s intentionally think about sharing
the news that the King is here with others since this is what
this gospel aims at. 

Matthew 1 can be divided into two main sections. In verses
1-17, Matthew provides for us Jesus’ genealogy. Then, in
verses 18-25, Matthew describes to us several important
details about Jesus’ birth. Overall, when we investigate this
chapter, we see at least seven different angels that prove
that Jesus is the King.

Let’s now investigate this marvelous truth together. 
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THE GENEALOGY (1:1-17)
Matthew begins his gospel with a genealogy. Church family
genealogies are significant for multiple reasons. This
genealogy is particularly significant because it proves to us
from several different angles that Jesus is the King of God’s
people. 

First, the genealogy demonstrates that Jesus is the son of
Abraham. This detail is significant because God chooses that
Abraham’s offspring would reverse the curse of sin and
death (Genesis 12, 15, 17, 22). At the fall, all of humanity and
the cosmos plunged into a cursed state. Our rebellion
against God began to unravel God’s good creation, but God
had a plan. Through a son of Abraham, the curses of the fall
would be turned into blessings for all nations. God’s
kingdom would break into this world and be established
finally and perfectly through a son of Abraham. Jesus is the
son of Abraham.

Second, Jesus is the son of David. God promised that a son of
David would be king over God’s kingdom (2 Samuel 7; Psalm
89), and through this king, God would accomplish his
promises to Abraham: the establishment of his kingdom for
all nations. For God’s kingdom to be established on earth, a
king must rule righteously and justly. He must lead God’s
people to treat one another in indeed human ways and
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worship the Lord with faithful loyalty. God achieves his
promises to Abraham through a son of David. Jesus is that
son of David. 

Third, Jesus is a child of the remnant. The same sin that
plagued all of the nations also plagued God’s people. They
were just as faithless as the other nations. Continually, they
worshiped foreign gods. Furthermore, they treated one
another in inhuman ways. Often, the prophets rebuke the
people of Israel for shedding innocent blood, oppressing
immigrants, and perverting justice. Therefore, God judged
his people. The mighty nation of Babylon conquered God’s
people and destroyed their city, their culture, their temple,
and their homes. Yet, God promised to save some of his
people from complete destruction. We call these people the
remnant. 

The remnant is those who returned to the land after their
exile to Babylon. Jeremiah prophesies that a new king from
the remnant will care for God’s people. This son of David
will be righteous, and he will save his people so that they
dwell in safety (Jeremiah 23). Jesus is this coming King.

Church family, all of history funnels onto one person, and as
Scripture progresses, all of humanity’s hopes are placed into
this person. Jesus is this person. The hope of the nations,
and our hope, depends on him. 
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THE NATURE OF HIS BIRTH (1:18-25)
Matthew has a few more points to make in chapter 1. After
explaining the genealogy of Jesus in verses 1-17, Matthew
records some important details about Jesus’ name and hi
birth. First, Jesus’ name is highly significant since it means
“the Lord saves.” Matthew makes this point when he
explains that Jesus’ name signifies that he will save his
people from their sins (1:21). Jesus is the true savior of God’s
people. 

Second, Jesus’ birth is significant. He is born of a virgin,
conceived from the Holy Spirit, and called Emmanuel. Isaiah
prophesied the words quoted here to a rebellious people in
Isaiah 7:14. Ahaz was the king, and he did not trust the Lord.
Isaiah approached him when Israel and Syria were preparing
to attack him and promised him that God would save them.
He then challenged Ahaz to ask for a sign that this promise
would come true. Ahaz refused. He did not want God’s
salvation; instead, he preferred to have help from the
mighty nation of Assyria. Ahaz would rather rely on a big
army that he could see than the Lord. 

This is the context of Isaiah’s prophecy. Isaiah addresses
Ahaz, but he refuses God’s salvation, so Isaiah gives him a
sign that he will never see. A virgin will conceive and have a
son, and this son will cause God’s people to once again dwell
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with God. This answer is the solution to the human problem.
Since the fall, humanity has been separated from God. God
kicked us out of his presence with only minimal access to
him. That all changes with Jesus. He brings God to us, for he
is God who came to us. Jesus is Emmanuel. 

Moreover, it is important to note that this is the work of
God, not man. Man’s work will cannot achieve salvation,
only God’s work can. Thus, it is important that we
understand that Jesus’ birth is the work of the Spirit.
Salvation is the work of God, not man.

JESUS IS THE CHRIST 
Throughout these first two sections, Matthew has mentioned
a significant word four times: Christ (1:1, 16, 17, 18). This
word appears ordinary to us, but it is not ordinary. It is
extraordinary. Christ means “the anointed one,” and only
some people were anointed in the Old Testament: mainly
kings and priests. The anointed ones had particular roles to
play in Israel. This term, though, over time, began not to
refer simply to just any anointed one but to the ultimate
anointed one set apart for the special restorative task of
saving God’s people from their bondage. Matthew identifies
Jesus as the Christ. This fact is earth-shaking. The King is
here. 
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CONCLUSION 
The kingdom that we learned so much about in Genesis is
finally here in Christ. How do we know? He is the son of
Abraham, David, and a member of the remnant. His name
signifies what he’ll do – save us from our sins – and he will
be called Emmanuel because what he accomplishes – God
with us. His virgin birth uniquely qualifies him for the task
of bringing God to us. This salvation is the work of the
Spirit, not man. Therefore, Jesus is uniquely qualified to
save us from our sins. The king is here, church family.
home, no hope (11). Thoughts like, “What happened to God’s
promises?” and “Does God still have a plan for us?” flooded
these people’s minds. Indeed, Ezekiel is preaching to God’s
people, who are right now hopeless. 

APPLICATION
Non-Christian, there is only one person able to take away
your sins, and it is not you. Your hard work, good looks, or
success in this life cannot remove your guilt from you. You
and I are guilty because of our sin. However, Jesus came to
this earth as the son of Abraham and David. He came to live
our lives and die our death. Friend, if you would trust in
Jesus today, then his righteousness, all of it, will be given to
you as a gift. Will you come to him today? 
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Church family, Matthew has written for this gospel to
declare to us that the King and the Kingdom are here. This
message must be proclaimed among all nations. Matthew
believed this enough to write this message down. Whom will
you share this message? The relief you and I experience
because we know that our sins are gone. The joy we have of
knowing that we will live forever with the Father because
Jesus died for us. The praise we give him because he is our
king. Who will experience this same relief, joy, and who will
praise God in this way because you shared with them this
glorious message: Jesus lived our life and died our death.
Who will you tell?

PRAYER
In this moment of commitment, God, please move us to
make decisions and commitments that honor you. The
commitments that you desire us to make. Draw people to
yourself now and draw people to yourself through this
church this week. We pray these things in Jesus' name,
amen. 
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