
Ezekiel ministered around 590-570 BC, shortly after Babylon
defeated and conquered Judah, to Israelites now living in
Babylon. Babylon took Ezekiel captive, and many other
Israelites, around 596. His ministry coincides with Daniel.
Both of them are ministering in Babylon. Ezekiel’s ministry
also coincided with Jeremiah, but Jeremiah ministered to
God’s people who remained in Israel; Ezekiel ministered to
God’s people in Babylon. Throughout the book of Ezekiel,
Ezekiel preaches about why Babylon defeated God’s people
and how God will save them in the future. Ezekiel 37 is one of
his sermons of a future, glorious salvation. 

Ezekiel 37 is perhaps not a traditional Easter service, but I
decided to preach this passage for a few reasons. First, the
passage shows us that the resurrection is not an afterthought.
The Lord promised 500 years before Jesus’ earthly ministry to
make things right by raising the dead. Second, this sermon
will focus on an essential implication of Jesus’ resurrection.
We, too, can be resurrected if we hope in Jesus. 
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The main idea of these verses is God will resurrect his people
from the dead. Ezekiel repeats an important idea three times
in these verses: true knowledge of the Lord characterizes
resurrected life. I hope, then, that we will truly know the
Lord and that this sermon will help us do that. 

With that said, let’s investigate together Ezekiel 37:1-14 on
this Easter Sunday, 2021.

WHAT’S THE VISION?
Ezekiel has a vision of God taking him to a valley full of dry
bones (37:1, 2). God asks Ezekiel if these bones can live (3).
Ezekiel replies that only the Lord knows (3). Ezekiel then
records for us three cycles of prophecy: 1) Ezekiel preaches
to these bones in verses 4-8; 2) he preaches to the breath in
verses 9-10); 3) he preaches to the house of Israel in verses
11-14. In each of these three preaching cycles, Ezekiel
highlights three points. The recipient of the sermon (God’s
people), the one who accomplishes the salvation (the Lord),
and the nature of God’s salvation. 

FIRST CYCLE OF PROPHESY: TO THE BONES (4-8)
After a brief dialogue with the Lord, Ezekiel records for us
his prophesy to the bones in verses 4-8. Verses 4-6 contain
God’s instructions to Ezekiel, and verses 7-8 record his
actual prophecy. There are several essential things to note in
these verses. 
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First, the recipient of Ezekiel’s preaching is bones. These
bones are symbolic, as verse 12 indicates; they represent the
house of Israel. However, let’s not skip over the image too
quickly. God is describing his people as bones. This image
communicates that God’s people are dead. They are mere
skeletons. Moreover, God explains the bones as very dry (2).
In short, God’s people are dead, very dead. They are fragile
and brittle skeletons. The possibility of them living would
take a mighty miracle. 

Second, God will work for his people. In verse 5, God says that
he will cause breath to enter into these bones that they may
live. God will act to resurrect his people. Here, Ezekiel alludes
to Genesis 1-2, where God created humanity from the dust
and then breathed life into them. Just as the first creation
depended on God’s breath for life, so this new creation
depends on God for life. God promised to work a miracle for
his people: new creation.

Often, it is helpful to point out the obvious because we tend
to overlook the obvious. Notice here that new creation
depends on God. Notice who the person is who does the
action in verses 5-6 and notice who receives the action: “I will
cause breath to enter you” (5), “I will lay sinews upon you” (6),
“I will cause flesh to come upon you” (6), “I will cover you
with skin” (6), “I will put breath in you” (6). The Lord does the
action here, and he is doing the action to benefit his people.
New creation depends on God, not these bones. 
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This idea of God working for his people is further evident in
verse 5. Ezekiel tells the bones to “listen to the word of the
Lord.” Thus, again, we have an allusion to the first creation.
Just as God created this world by his word, he will create a
new creation again by his word. This demonstrates that
salvation depends on God, not you, and not me, since the
water, the mountains, the trees, the animals, and Adam and
Eve were passive in the first creation. God told the world to
come into existence, and it did. This fact is true in Genesis
1-2, and it is true in every person’s life who loves the Lord.
The Lord receives the glory for our salvation. 

Third, Ezekiel describes this new creation incredibly. This
new creation that God saves us to is characterized as true
knowledge of the Lord. The problem with this world is that
we do not know the Lord. Sure, most of us, at least in
America, know something about Jesus. We know that he was
born in a manger and that he died on the cross. Likewise,
Ezekiel preached to Israel, and they knew some things about
the Lord. They knew about his promises to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob. They knew about the miracles he did in Egypt,
but most of them did not know the Lord personally and
intimately. They had heard of God’s salvation but had not
experienced it. In the new creation, we get to know the Lord
not only as judge but as gracious savior. God will act for his
people, and this act will be marvelous. 
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SECOND CYCLE OF PROPHECY: THE BREATH (9-10)
Ezekiel’s prophecy to the bones in verses 7-8 ends with the
comment that the bones have no breath in them. At this
point, Ezekiel is looking at corpses rather than mere bones,
but God does not merely make for himself an army of
corpses. Therefore, the Lord tells Ezekiel to prophesy to the
breath (9). Again, Ezekiel records for us God’s instruction
about what to prophesy (9) and, then, he records his
prophecy (10). Again, let’s point out the same three essential
details.  

First, the recipient of this prophecy are the bones, but here,
Ezekiel identifies them as the slain (9). This description
indicates to us again that Ezekiel is preaching to the dead.
On the one hand, Ezekiel describes them as fragile and
brittle bones – very dry bones. On the other hand, Ezekiel
describes them as the slain. Ezekiel is preaching to those
who are dead. 

Second, the Lord is at work to reverse this state. In this
vision, God has brought dry bones to the state of a corpse.
This feat itself is a miracle, but the miracle is not yet
complete. God will soon breathe breath into these cadavers
(9).

Third, Ezekiel describes this salvation again in remarkable
ways. It is characterized as life, not death. In short, God is at
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work to raise the dead and work a new creation.
Furthermore, this salvation is not limited to only a few
people; instead, God is so powerful that he can give new life
to an entire army of people (10). God is at work to save his
people remarkably. 

PROPHESY TO ISRAEL 
Now in verses 11-14, Ezekiel prophesies to the house of
Israel, and Ezekiel highlights these same three points.

First, the recipient of this sermon is God’s people. These are
the “dry bones” and the “slain.” Ezekiel describes them this
way because the people say, “Our bones are dried up, and
our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off” (11). The people
Ezekiel prophesied to were dry bones, not literally but
figuratively. This vision of a valley full of skeletons repents
the hopelessness that the people are experiencing. Like all
the other nations, they were conquered by Babylon and
taken far from their homeland. Babylon had destroyed their
nation, their culture, and their king. They had no idea how
to make sense of this reality. God promised Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob that God would make their family into a mighty
kingdom with innumerable offspring with a fruitful home.
Now, however, those offspring were slain and conquered by
an even more powerful kingdom. Babylon took them far
from their home. They had no kingdom now, no king, no
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home, no hope (11). Thoughts like, “What happened to God’s
promises?” and “Does God still have a plan for us?” flooded
these people’s minds. Indeed, Ezekiel is preaching to God’s
people, who are right now hopeless. 

Second, God is at work to reverse this hopelessness. Again,
we should point out the obvious. Notice the one who saves
again and who gets to receive the benefits of the saving: God
saves his people. God is the one who raises his people (12,
13); God is the one who brings his people home (12, 14); and
God is the one who gives his people his Spirit (14). God is at
work for the benefit, for the joy, and the good of his people.
Resurrection from the dead is good. Coming home is good.
Having God’s very Spirit is good. God saves his people for
his glory (Ezekiel), which is very good for us. 

Third, Ezekiel describes this new life wonderfully. Notice
verses 12 and 13. God refers in these verses to Israel as “my
people.” No longer are these people described as brittle
skeletons or lifeless cadavers, but Ezekiel describes them as
God’s people who are full of his very Spirit! Moreover,
notice the phrase, “O my people.” Read this sentence
without this phrase. Notice how we do not need it for the
phrase to make sense. This phrase is extra in that is further
describes the people. Moreover, it describes the people in a
very intimate way: “O my people.” New life in Christ is
described by God calling us, “O my people.” 
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Moreover, again notice how this life is characterized by true
knowledge of the Lord. The repetition of this phrase twice in
verses 13 and 14 and its connection to the phrase “O my
people” indicates that true knowledge of the Lord is
knowing him as his people. God’s people are the only ones
who know his power in judgment and his power in salvation.
Ezekiel describes these people as having the Lord’s Spirit
(14). God is at work establishing a people who truly know
him.

CONCLUSION
Do you know the Lord? Do you know the weight of guilt?
When we sin, we become guilty, and this guilt brings shame.
We hide; we make excuses; we distract ourselves. We try to
do a million things to escape the guilt and the shame, but we
cannot. Do you know the weight of God’s judgment? It is
weighty, but you do not yet know the total weight. God’s
judgment on sinners is an eternity in hell. It is an eternal
duration of time experiencing the wrath and hatred of God.

Do you know the Lord? He delights not merely in showing
his power in judging sinners but in saving sinners. Do you
know what it is like to have the weight of your sin, your
guilt, and your shame taking away? When Christ died on the
cross, he took the sin and guilt of his people so that we no
longer have to bear it. He took it away. Do you know what it
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is like to live truly? To live knowing that you will spend
forever with God as his people! Jesus’ resurrection
guarantees that all who trust in him will also be resurrected. 

God asked Ezekiel if these bones can live (3), and he
responded by saying, “you know” (3). The Lord knows you
are dying, and he says, “Come home.” God can and desires
to accomplish the impossible. Come home today, o sinner,
and become “O my people.”
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