THE KING WHO COMES: LUKE 19:28-44

Pastor Anthony Ferguson
Luke structured his gospel as a progressive march toward
Jerusalem because of what happens at Jerusalem. At
Jerusalem, Jesus changed history. The hinge of history and
of the universe hinges upon the events that transpired in
time nearly two thousand years ago. If not for Jesus and
what he did for his people in this city, all of creation would
have been on an unstoppable current rushing straight to
hell. But Jesus! Luke marches us toward Jerusalem in his
gospel because time marches toward Jerusalem.
The book of Luke famously begins with the birth and
childhood of Jesus (1:5-4:13). Then, he discusses Jesus’
ministry in Galilee, which is north of Jerusalem (4:14-9:50).
Next, Luke discusses Jesus’ ministry south of Galilee. You
see, Jesus is progressing toward Jerusalem (9:51-19:10).
Finally, Luke describes to us Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem,
beginning with Jesus’ triumphal entry into the city (19:1124:53). The events of Luke, then, progressively move us to
Jerusalem.
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Since Luke structures his gospel as a movement to
Jerusalem, we should expect that Jesus’ entry into this city
would be significant. This expectation is correct. Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem is a moment of exuberant praise. At
this moment, the crowds rightly identify Jesus as their
rightful King; yet, Jesus signals to us that this exuberant
praise will soon turn dark since upon entering the city, he
does not evoke the crowd’s continual praise or raise a battle
cry; instead, he weeps and mourns that the people do not
understand these monumental events (19:41).
The main idea of the verses that we will cover today – Luke
19:28-44 – is that God’s people do not understand the King
or what he came to do: they do not understand what makes
for peace (19:42). I hope that none of us here today would be
described this way. I hope that all present with us in-person
or online will understand who the King is, what he come to
do, and how he makes peace.
So, with this idea and hope in mind, let’s read and
investigate these verses together.

THE KING WHO COMES
How the King Enters? Luke records for us how Jesus enters
the city in Luke 19:28-36, and this event is highly significant.
Jesus enters the city by riding on a young donkey, a colt.
This act is highly important because it fulfills Zechariah 9:9.
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Zechariah is an Old Testament prophet who prophesized
after God’s people returned to their land and rebuilt their
temple (around 520 BC). Toward the end of this book,
Zechariah tells God’s people that the rightful King will come
to Jerusalem with salvation, riding on a colt (Zechariah 9:9).
This prophecy is significant for multiple reasons. First, the
surrounding context of Zechariah 9:9 is a promise that God
will defeat his enemies and save his people. God promises in
this passage to guard his people so that no one harms them
again (9:8).
Second, the promise of protection coincides with a coming
King. In other words, God will save his people through a
future King. He will bring salvation as the King rides to the
rescue of his people (9:9). We should be aware that when
Zechariah preaches this passage, Jerusalem does not have a
king. Zerubbabel is a descendent of David who has returned
to the land, but he is not the King of God’s people. The King
of God’s people is the King of Persia. Similarly, when Jesus
enters Jerusalem as a son of David, a foreign king reigned
over God’s people, Rome's King. Five hundred years passed
between Zechariah’s prophecy and Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem, and between that time, no son of David entered
into Jerusalem as King.
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This event of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a young donkey
is, therefore, very significant. The rightful King is here to
accomplish the event that transformed history.
What the People Say as the King Enters? The crowds
surrounding Jesus recognize the significance of this event.
This fact is evident in what they say. They recite the first
half of Psalm 118:26 with one significant change. Psalm 118:26
says, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!”
Yet, the people do not merely identify Jesus as one “he who
comes.” Instead, they further identify him as the “king who
comes” (38). The crowds recognize and identify Jesus as the
coming King because of the mighty works they had seen
(19:37). The crowds saw Jesus open the eyes of the blind
(Matthew 9:27; 20:30-31) and heal the demon-possessed
(Matthew 12:22-23; 15:22). They had seen the power of the
kingdom present in Jesus and have rightly concluded that
this must be the long-awaited for coming King.

SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS
Although the triumphal entry is a moment of triumphal
praise, the mood quickly shifts to sorrow. The mood turns
because of the people’s blind eyes and failure to understand
the things that make for peace (19:42). Two groups of people
are spiritually blind according to this passage. First, the
Pharisees are blind. This fact is evident since they tell Jesus
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to rebuke his disciples (39). The Pharisees identify the
crowd’s praise of God as inappropriate and wrong. In their
mind, Jesus must tell them to stop praising God. Jesus’
famous reply is that the rocks would cry out if the people
became silent (19:40). Indeed, the Pharisees, who are the
religious elite, the most religious people of the day, are
blind.
Second, the crowds are blind. We see this point in Luke
19:41-44. Here Jesus weeps over the city and mourns that the
people failed to understand their moment of visitation (44).
Although they rightly identified Jesus as the coming King,
they misunderstood what he was doing and what he was
about to do. They thought that Jesus would come with a
sword to defeat their physical captures: the Romans. This
belief, though, indicates that they misunderstood their
problem. Their problem wasn’t that they were in physical
captivity; their problem was that they were in spiritual
captivity. Jesus needed to set them free not from a physical
captor but a spiritual one. A physical war necessitates a
sword and a battle cry, but Jesus is not engaging in a
physical conflict. He has come to release us from our
spiritual captivity. Therefore, a sword is inappropriate; what
is appropriate is a cross and an empty tomb. What God’s
people needed was a rejected, beaten, bloody, and crucified
King. Sadly, the people did not know this because, according
to verse 42, this was hidden from their eyes (42).
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DO YOU UNDERSTAND
We must take seriously that spiritual blindness is not only
possible but common. In a manner of a few days, the same
people who cried out, “Blessed is the King who comes” will
shout, “Cursed is he who came.” They’ll shout out “crucify
him,” a curse fit for a criminal. Those present at Jesus’
triumphal entry had no idea what was happening. They were
blind to the significance of these events. Are you blind? Can
you see? Why was Jesus born? Why did Jesus heal the blind,
mute, and sick? Why did he enter Jerusalem? He knew what
was about to happen. Why, at this moment of apparent
intense joy, did Jesus weep? Why did Jesus die just a few
days later? As these events were playing out in history,
those who watched had no idea what was happening? Do
you?
Jesus, the eternal son of God who has always existed in a
loving relationship with the Father and the Spirit, came to
this earth to die on the cross and rise again from the dead.
He did this because peace necessitated the cross (42). There
is no peace without the cross because sin is animosity with
God, and sin makes us enemies of God. The cross, though, is
a battle cry against sin, the devil, and death. At the cross,
these enemies of God are defeated so that God’s people can
once again experience peace with God. Jesus made peace by
dying our death and taking our curse so that if we turn from
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our sins and trust in Jesus, then his righteousness is given
to us as a gift. Jesus makes peace by taking our curse.
Church family, let’s remember and reflect on Jesus’
triumphal entry this Holy Week. He came knowing what
would happen. He came determined to make peace. For us
who understand, let’s rejoice for Jesus is our peace.
Non-Christian friend, are you beginning to see the
significance of this week? Jesus came to make peace by
dying for sinners and by rising again from the dead. You see,
Jesus lived the life we were called to live and then died our
death so that if we would trust in him, all of Jesus’
righteousness would be given to us as a gift. Would you
come to Jesus today trusting that he died for you and
turning from your sins? Come to the savior who is himself
peace and who makes peace for rebels like us.

PRAYER
Father, thank you for sending Jesus to live the life we were
called to live and die the death we deserve. Please open the eyes
of many here today that they might know what makes for peace:
the cross and the empty tomb. We pray these things in Jesus’
name, amen.
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