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The tone of today’s sermon is somber, and its effect
will be sobering. The title of today’s sermon is
kingdom dying, and my hope today is that we are
equipped to die well. The main idea of today’s sermon
is that dying well is a kingdom characteristic. We have
a lot to cover, so let’s being. 

JACOB’S BLESSING OF EPHRAIM

AND MANASSEH: GENESIS 48

We can divide Genesis 48 into third sections: an
introduction, blessings, and a conclusion. First, we have
an introduction (48:1-7). The setting for these words is
Jacob’s deathbed. Jacob is sick (48:1) and close to death.
His eyesight is hindered so much that he cannot
recognize his grandchildren (48:10). While on his
deathbed, Jacob reflects on how God appeared to 
him at Bethel (see Genesis 35) and affirmed that 



the covenant would be passed down to him. God’s
promises consume Jacob in his last moments. 

This principle is the first principle to dying well that I
want to highlight for us today. Those who die well reflect
on God’s promises on their deathbed. Our thoughts
should be fixed on God’s kindness to us despite us, and
our words should flow from this reality. Dying well is
dying with our mindset on God’s kind character, church
family.  

This detail leads us to the second principle of dying well.
Dying well causes us to act according to God’s promises.
This is what Jacob does in Genesis 48. God had promised
Jacob many children, and this leads him “to adopt”
Ephraim and Manasseh. Now, in one sense, Ephraim and
Manasseh remain Joseph’s children. In verse 8, Jacob
asks Joseph who these children are, and he replies by
saying, “My sons” (48:8). He does not say, “Your sons.”
Still, Jacob marvels in verse 11 that God has permitted
him to see Joseph’s offspring. In one sense, Ephraim and
Manasseh remain Joseph’s kids (11). Yet, in another
sense, they are now Jacob’s sons since they will receive
an inheritance with Jacob’s other children. This event is
why there is no tribe of Joseph in Israel; rather, when
Israel inherits the land, the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh inherit land in the Promised Land.
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Church family, in Jacob’s last moments, he adopts
Joseph’s two sons. Notice that the promise he is
reflecting on is how God will bless him with lots of
offspring! This act, then, is directly connected to God’s
promises. God’s promises consume some of Jacob’s final
words and deeds.

The second part of Genesis 48 is Jacob blessing Joseph
(48:8-16). This point is easy to miss but notice verse 15.
Moses says, “And he blessed Joseph and said” (15). Verses
15-16 is, in one sense, a blessing for Joseph.
Interestingly, in another sense, it is a blessing of
Ephraim and Manasseh. Notice verse 16. Jacob says,
“Bless the boys;” he does not say bless Joseph (16). This
point, although subtle, is very important. When a
grandfather blesses his grandchildren, the blessing is
none other than a blessing for their father. Most parents
are blessed when their children are blessed. I have
experienced this truth as a son and now as a parent.
Aren’t we most happy when our children are well and
flourishing? We all understand that when we become
parents, that natural point is also biblical, as we see here
in Genesis 48:15-16. 

Finally, the third section of Genesis 48 is Joseph’s
reaction to this blessing: in short, he is not pleased. He
is not pleased that Jacob’s right hand is placed on
Ephraim’s head since Manasseh is the firstborn. 
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Again, we see the unconventional truth that the
younger brother is blessed ahead of, the older in the
Old Testament. Isaac was blessed before Ishmael, Jacob
before Esau, and now Ephraim before Manasseh. The
point here is that God’s blessings are not mechanically
distrusted. In other words, birthright or birthplace
does not guarantee God’s blessing. Ishmael, for
example, was the firstborn, but he was not the child of
promise. Esau, likewise, was not the child of promise;
he sold his birthright for a cup of soup. Although
Israelite culture would indicate that the older was
blessed before, the younger, God often supersedes
culture. His ways are not our ways. Dying well
considers this point too. Blessings from God depend on
God’s grace, not the mechanics of good effort or
birthright. 

JACOB’S BLESSING OF HIS

CHILDREN: GENESIS 49

Genesis 49 follows a similar format as Genesis 48. We
have an introduction to Jacob’s blessings (49:1-2), the
blessings themselves (49:3-27), and a conclusion (49:28-
33).

The introduction to the blessings is brief: two verses.
Jacob tells his children that his blessings are
predictions of the future. Let’s notice again how
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repetitive Hebrew is. This point may seem small, but
this point is a key to interpreting the Old Testament
well. In verse 1, Moses says, gather yourselves together,
and this point is repeated in verse 2 when he says,
“Assemble and listen.” In verse 1, Moses adds the detail
that the things that he’ll say concern the future. We
learn here that these blessings are future-oriented. 

Now, when we examine these blessings, we see that
Jacob highlights Judah and Joseph, and in doing so, we
learn several other principles about how to die well.
First, this fact is evident since Judah and Joseph's
blessings are much longer than the other brothers.
Merely looking at the page of Scripture demonstrates
this detail. Second, this detail is evident when we
examine the nature of these blessings. It is obvious
when we examine these blessings that some of these
blessings do not announce a “blessed” future but a
difficult future. Reuben (3-4), Levi and Simeon (5-7),
Issachar (14-15), Dan (16-18), Gad (19), and perhaps
Benjamin (27) all appear to receive this type of blessing.
The tribe of Reuben, for example, will not be honored as
the firstborn because of Reuben’s sin with Bilhah
(Genesis 35:22 [4]). The tribes of Levi and Simeon will
experience difficulty too because of Levi and Simeon’s
sins against Shechem (Genesis 34 [5-7]). 

PAGE 5



Some of the tribes receive good blessings, but nowhere
near as grand as Joseph and Judah. Jacob blessed
Zebulun (13), Asher (20), and Naphtali (21) so that all
excel in their trades. This blessing is good, but not as
great as Judah’s and Joseph’s blessings.

The content of Joseph’s and Judah’s blessing is what
stands out to us. Both of these sons receive grand
blessings. Judah is blessed with future power like a lion
and future praise. Still, God will bless this tribe with
access to good crops (11). More than good food, though,
the rightful king will come from this tribe. Jacob tells
his children that the scepter will not depart from
Judah. This king will be great, as is evident from the
fact that the nations honor him, not just his brothers
(10). It is no coincidence that David was from the tribe
of Judah, as was Jesus. Jacob announces that Judah’s
future will be bright. 

Jacob announces that Joseph will flourish amid
difficulties. Archers will attack Joseph and harass him
severely; yet, God will protect him (24). Through
difficulties, God will bless this family tremendously. It
is no coincidence then that the northern nation of
Israel is at times called Ephraim – Joseph’s son. God
will bless this tribe immensely.
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APPLICATION GENESIS 48-49

Church family, I am convinced that there are several
important lessons for us to glean from these chapters
that all pertain to dying well. First, let’s understand
that our sin can have devastating effects on our
descendants. This fact is clear from practical
experience. Data shows that a child is twice as likely to
smoke if their parents smoked; a child is twice as likely
to abuse alcohol or drugs if their parents did. A girl
with divorced parents is 60% more likely to get a
divorce, and a boy is 35% more likely to get a divorce.
These stats illustrate what we all know to be true: our
life has consequences for our children and
grandchildren. Practical observation proves this point. 

Genesis 49 screams this point. Notice that Reuben’s
family is severely affected by Reuben’s sin. Reuben’s sin
of sleeping with his father’s concubine had wide-
ranging effects. He lost the privileges of being the
firstborn because of this act, and he lost it for his
entire family. Likely, Reuben did not even consider this
point when he engaged in this sin. I’d imagine that we
often overlook this same point when we sin. My sin and
your sin will affect our children, church family.

Similarly, Simeon and Levi’s cruelty against Shechem
cause their descendants to be divided and 



PAGE 8

scattered in Israel (5-7). Although it is possible for a
child not to follow in the footsteps of their parents, this
breaking the chain is extremely difficult because God
designed children to follow their parents. 

So how should this affect us, church family? Although
God’s grace is sufficient for all of our sins, our sins still
have consequences, and the people they affect the most
are our children and grandchildren. For the love of our
children and grandchildren, let’s not give ourselves to
sin. Dying well then means that we live well. 

Second, your sin can cause immense pain at the
deathbed of a loved one. At a deathbed, a person’s last
words and the last words we say to them are summary
statements of their life and our relationship with them.
When my grandpa died when I was in middle school, I
told him no one could replace him. I said that because it
was true: he was irreplaceable. That was the best way I
could describe my emotion to my grandpa after years of
his faithful love to me as a middle schooler. Do you see
my words were connected to my experience with him
and the words I articulated were words of love?

Now, in light of this truth, let’s reflect on Jacob’s words
to Reuben, Levi, and Simeon. These words are not good.
The reality of a loved one articulating bad words 
toward us on their deathbed is possible. Last 
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words of pain, regret, and hurt are probably a common
thing. Therefore, dying well means that we consider
throughout our life that our sin can cause immense pain at
our deathbed or the deathbed of a loved one.

Church family, as much as it is in your power, do not let
this happen. Whatever you do, heed the words of the
apostle Paul who said that if possible, on our part, we
should live at peace with all men (Romans 12:18). We do
this by letting the gospel transform our relationships. If
you have an estranged relationship, let the gospel
transform it. A gospel-centered relationship is a
relationship where each person continually asks for
forgiveness and where grace is continually extended to
one another. This pathway is the only pathway for
reconciliation, church family. Therefore, if you are not in
the habit of asking for forgiveness, begin that habit now.
Likewise, when someone hurts you, do not cultivate the
habit of bitterness, the habit of isolating yourself from
them, or the habit of blowing up in anger at them. Rather,
cultivate the habit of forgiveness. Be quick to show grace
to one another, and if you do not – for whatever reason –
beware. You will likely experience last words of pain, hurt,
and regret. 

Now, what do we do if those who hurt us or those we hurt
are unwilling to reconcile with us? We must seek them.
Jesus tells us that when we remember that someone 
has something against us, we should seek to
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reconcile with them (Matthew 5:23-24). Church family, this
act is difficult, but it is necessary. If you have sinned
against another, pursue them. Ask for grace, confess your
sin, and show them your repentance. If another has sinned
against you, pursue them. In the gospel, the offended
person pursues the offender. We sinned against God, yet
he pursues us. We do not pursue him (Romans 3:9-18).
Therefore, church family, model the gospel by actively
seeking out those who hurt you. 

Seeking to reconcile with a person at times might mean we
withdraw for a season. Sometimes the hurt is too much.
However, we must focus that withdrawal. Withdraw in
order for God to strengthen you to again pursue
reconciliation, church family. 

Finally, some of us are unable to reconcile with those we
hurt or with those who hurt us because of death. To you, I
would say that God can bring closure where we cannot. If
someone hurt you and did not know the Lord, then rest
that God has brought closure: vengeance is the Lord’s
(Romans 12:19). If you hurt someone who knew the Lord,
you too can rest. God can bring closure. That person right
now is at perfect rest with the Lord. Remember, God
works out good even through our evil intentions 
and the evil intentions of others (Genesis 50:20). 

Church family, there is a lot of warning in this 
passage, but there is also encouragement. Although
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Reuben, Levi, and Simeon all had a sinful act mark their
life in their father’s eyes, Jacob did not view Judah this
way even though he sinned terribly with Tamar. Judah’s
life in Genesis is the story of a great reversal. Judah’s life
up until Genesis 38 was marked by fear and neglect. After
Genesis 39, it is marked by bravery and compassion. If you
remember, it was Tamar’s righteousness that motivated
this change. Therefore, church family, do not be
discouraged if you have relationships that are right now
unhealthy and estranged. This current reality does not
need to summarize this relationship in the end. How do
we know? Look at Judah. Begin now, church family, to live
a gospel-centered life in your relationships. Dying well
means that we now begin to live a gospel-centered life in
our relationships. 

Notice something very important about these blessings.
The Abrahamic blessing is not passed onto one of Joseph’s
sons. Although Jacob announces a blessed future for Judah
and Joseph, he does not articulate use the language of the
Abrahamic blessing here. Isaac uses this language when he
blesses Jacob in Genesis 28:3-4, but Jacob withholds this
blessing here. This point is why the Old Testament refers
to the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (see
Exodus 2:24) and stops with Jacob. 

I think, church family, that this is a very encouraging
point. Notice that when the Abrahamic covenant is 
passed to Isaac, the covenant is narrowing. Isaac 
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PRAYER 

Oh God, help us to live lives worthy of the gospel. Help
us to work hard at reconciling with those who have hurt
us and to those we have hurt. Help us to rest ultimately
in your grace amid all of our failures and brokenness. 
 We pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen. 

is in, and Ishmael is out. The same thing happens with
Esau and Jacob: Jacob is in, and Esau is out. Church family,
the covenant does not narrow here. The point, I think, is
that all of Jacob’s children get to experience the
covenantal blessings despite themselves. In other words,
they are all in the family. Church family, God’s kindness to
include broken people like Reuben, Simeon, and Levi
should encourage us. Being in God’s family does not
depend on our perfection past the quality of our
relationships. People with broken relationships and
checkered pastes can be in God’s family, too, because
God’s grace is sufficient for broken people. Praise the
Lord for this truth! Dying well embraces this truth. 

Non-Christian, I hope that you will turn from your sins
today and trust that Jesus died for you today. This turning
to Jesus is essential for you if you are to die well. Dying
without Jesus is hell and an eternal curse. Turning to Jesus
now is life and an eternal blessing because he conquered
sin, death, the devil, and hell for us. Turn to Jesus today
and confess him as your Lord and Savior. 


