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Our sermons since Genesis 37 have focused on the
amazing truth that what man intends for evil, God
intends for good. We saw the evil intentions of Joseph’s
brothers, the Midianites, and the Ishmaelites in Genesis
37, the evil intentions of Judah and his sons in Genesis
38, the evil intentions of Potiphar, his wife, and the
cupbearer in Genesis 39-40. Yet, through all of this evil,
God was at work through these evil intentions for
glorious, good ends. We saw this in Genesis 41. The good
God worked out was the salvation of the nations. In
Genesis 42-44, God worked out further good: the
transformation of his people. God accomplished all of
this good – his people’s transformation and the nation's
salvation – through man’s evil intentions.



Today, we will cover Genesis 45-47, and in these chapters,
we see another good intention of God: God intends for us
to flourish through the evil intentions of man.

Today, I will divide the sermon into three sections: first,
we learn about God’s good intentions for the brothers in
Genesis 45. Second, we learn about God’s good intentions
for Jacob in Genesis 46:1-27. Third, we learn about God
accomplishing his good intentions in Egypt in Genesis
46:28-47:31. Interestingly, in each section, we see God the
topics of reconciliation and abundant provision, which
are new creation topics.

Let’s examine the principle of God causing us to flourish
through man’s evil intentions in Genesis 45-47.

GOD’S GOOD INTENTIONS FOR THE

BROTHERS: IN EGYPT (GENESIS 45)

Good Intention of Reconciliation: We learned last week in
Genesis 44 that God intended good through Joseph’s
brothers’ suffering. On the one hand, God intended to
move them to confession and repentance for their sin. On
the other hand, he intended to conform them into faithful
covenant partners who are brave and compassionate.

God, though intended more good for the brothers as we
discover in Genesis 45. He planned the glorious, good 
end of reconciling them back to Joseph. We see this
incredible reunion in Genesis 45:1-15, and several 

PAGE 2 T H E  K I N G D O M  O F  G O D  -  G E N E S I S  S E R M O N  S E R I E S



details about these verses show us that this reunion is
very good. First, Joseph’s confession of his identity is
genuine. Joseph weeps uncontrollably and loudly (45:1-3).
He and his brother Benjamin weep on each other’s necks,
a sign of intimacy (45:14). He even weeps on his other
brothers who sold him into Egypt and did not pity him,
although he begged for his life. Joseph is now weeping on
their neck and kissing them (34:15). Joseph’s confession is
genuine. It is not a reluctant or forced confession. God’s
good intentions for the brothers is for them to
experience this confession despite them.

Second, the genuineness of Joseph’s confession helps his
brothers overcome their incredible fear (45:3, 5). Upon
hearing that this man was their brother, the brothers
were frightened, distressed, and angry with themselves
(45:3, 5). They panicked. Yet, Joseph’s response was
compassionate, and this compassion moved them from
panic. By verse 15, the brothers have heard Joseph’s
compassionate words of provision (45:9-11) and felt his
tears (45:15). The brothers experience incredible good
when Joseph, their brother whom they sinned against,
showed them compassion. Fear cannot exist with this
undeserved compassion. God intended them to
experience this undeserved good.

Church family, the aim of our suffering is this moment.
God intends to work through your troubles and 
trials to get us to this point. This point is a 
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moment of reconciliation and undeserved grace. Do not
short God’s process by responding to pain with
uncontrolled anger, bitterness, or vengeance. Rather,
be ready to do what is needed to reconcile when you
sin against others or when others sin against you.

Third, this confession is a picture of new creation.
Broken human relationship is a result of the fall. Thus,
the reconciliation of Joseph and his brothers is a
picture of God mending the broken world. This
confession is good because it whispers to us that new
creation exists amid the old dying creation in Jacob’s
family.

Fourth, this confession is powerful. Notice verse 24.
“Do not quarrel on the way.” The topic that would
cause quarreling is who is to blame for sealing Joseph
as a slave. When they first encountered trouble in
Egypt, they quarreled about who was to blame for
harming Joseph. Joseph, however, is not dwelling on
their blame. Simply put, they are to blame, but blame is
not the point. Joseph told them bluntly, “You sold me
here,” but he continues to say to them the main point:
their selling him was God sending him before them to
preserve life (45:5). The brothers needed to take
comfort in the truth that what they meant for evil, 
God intended for good.
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Similarly, church family, we have sinned like the
brothers. We do not identify with Joseph in this story; at
least, I know I do not. I identify with the brothers. What
I, and you, need to know is our sin is bad. We are to
blame for our sin, but blame is not the point. In other
words, our evil intentions do not take center stage in the
drama of human history; rather, God’s grace takes
center stage. This point is the main point that we must
remember. Focus on God’s good intentions, not your
own evil intentions, and experience the peace of the
gospel!

Church family, human relationship were broken at the
fall, but in Genesis 45, we see a reversal of the fall in
Joseph’s compassion. Broken relationships have been
new, and this is God’s good intention at work through
the brothers’ evil intentions.

Good Intention of Abundant Provision: In addition to
reconciling the brothers back to Joseph, God also
intended to overwhelm the brothers with good provision.
While the other nations must stand in line to buy grain
in Egypt only to bring back a limited amount of food to
their desolate homeland, Joseph provides his family with
plenty of provisions and suggests that they will even be
able to live in the best land of Goshen (45:10-11).
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Moreover, upon hearing that Joseph’s brothers have
arrived, Pharoah provides suitable transportation back
to Canaan (45:19), and Pharoah even tells the brothers
not to pity their things (45:20). At the beginning of a
devastating famine (we are only two years into this
seven-year famine), Joseph’s family is blessed with
abundant provision. They have the promise of living in
the best land of Egypt (45:10-11) and transportation to
make their journey home easy.

The promise of the best land and suitable
transportation back home is not all God intends to
provide for his people. In Genesis 45:21-24, Joseph
provides them with provisions for the journey (21) and a
change of clothes (22). Again, God’s provision is
overwhelming. Amid a devastating famine, God blesses
his people with a new home, new transportation,
abundant provision, and a change of clothes. Now a
change of clothes may seem like a minor gift, but if you
have ever struggled for money, you know that a
clothing budget is the first thing to go! A new pair of
pants, when all of your others are stained and filled
with holes, is a very nice gift. God has overwhelmed
Joseph’s brothers with provision, and let’s not forget
this point: they do not deserve it.

Church family, abundant provision reminds us of 
Eden: a place of incredible provision. The 
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brothers are experiencing abundant provision amid a
famine, and they do not deserve this provision. God’s
good intentions are at work.

GOD’S GOOD INTENTIONS FOR

JACOB: IN THE PROMISED LAND

(GENESIS 46:1-27)

God Intention of Reconciliation: Joseph’s brothers
travel to Canaan and meet their father, and while in
Canaan, we see God’s good intentions for Jacob. They
relate the events of Egypt again, and Jacob cannot
believe it. After contemplating their words and seeing
the provision, Jacob believes his sons’ word and is
revived (46:4). This moment is a moment of immense
hope. The brothers have already reconciled with
Joseph; Jacob has not. This prospect is reviving (46:4)!

Good Intention of Abundant Provision: Before leaving
the Promised Land, God appears to Jacob at Beersheba
and outlines his good intentions for Jacob. First, God
reiterated his promise to make Jacob into a mighty
nation. God affirms that this famine has not derailed
his plan of making Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s family
into a great nation (Genesis 46:3). Jacob’s family will
become a great nation. The context of this promise,
remember, is a famine. People die, regrettably, 



PAGE 8

during a famine. A famine is not the time to expand your
family; yet, God’s ways are not ours. Jacob should have
no fear amid this famine because God has promised
Jacob that he will make him into a mighty nation. God
intends amazing good for Jacob. He intends to complete
his plan begun at creation.

Second, God promises to be with Jacob while he is in Egypt
(46:4). Jacob lived in a pagan world where people believed
that the gods had territories. One god ruled in the valleys
while others ruled the hills. God is reminding Jacob that he
has no boundaries. He does not merely reign over one
territory but over the nations. God will go with Jacob, and
this promise is a picture of new creation. God intends to
picture new creation to the world in Jacob, and this is good.

Third, God intends to comfort Jacob by reuniting him with
Joseph before he dies. Joseph’s very hand will close Jacob’s
eyes. Jacob will die in peace with Joseph at his hand.
Indeed, God intends good for Jacob, time with his son
before he dies. Again, reconciliation with a beloved son
believed to be dead whispers new creation.

In verses Genesis 46:8-27, we have a list of Jacob’s family
who came into Egypt with him. This list should function to
affirm God’s promises. This list is a visible illustration of
God’s faithfulness despite impossible circumstances: Sarah,
Rebekah, and Rachel were barren, yet seventy people 
now belong to Jacob’s family and enter Egypt 



PAGE 9

together! Seventy descendants from Sarah was
impossible. She was childless until she was 90! God can
do the impossible, and this list illustrates that fact.
Moreover, it should help Jacob trust God. He can do the
good he has promised. We know because of this seventy-
person list.

Church family, God intends to accomplish new creation
through Jacob and his family amid man’s evil intentions.

RECONCILIATION AND

PROVISION IN EGYPT (GENESIS

46:28-47:31)
Good Intention of Reconciliation: In Genesis 46:28-34,
Jacob reunites with his son. Moses says that Joseph weeps
on his father’s neck for a good while (46:29). This embrace
is fueled by emotion that is not quickly spent. Jacob and
Joseph shed enough tears to occupy a good while.  Church
family, there are many things that move us to cry for a
good while. Reconciliation with a child believed to be dead
is one of these moving things. They cry for a good while.
This moment is a good moment that God intended.

Good Intention of Abundant Provision: God further
intended to provide for his people abundantly while in
Egypt. In Genesis 47:1-31, we see that Pharoah gives 
them the land of Goshen, a land particularly suited 
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for livestock (47:6) that is later identified as the best land
(47:11). Moreover, Pharoah immediately requests that
some of Jacob’s family care for his livestock, too (47:6).
This promotion of some of Jacob’s family to be the
keeper of Pharoah’s livestock is an additional good
intention.

We further learn that God provides for his people food.
Notice verse 12, and let’s compare this verse to verses 13-
19. In verses 13-19, we learn about the desperation of the
nations. The people use all of their money (15) and
livestock (16) to purchase food. Moreover, they even sell
their land and themselves as servants to Pharaoh
because of the severity of the famine (47:20-22).
Meanwhile, God provides through Joseph abundant
provision for his people.

Indeed, amid all of this distress and barrenness, Moses
tells us that Jacob’s family settle in Goshen, gain
possessions in it, were fruitful, and multiplied greatly.
Amid distress, God’s people are flourishing. God intends
to do good to his people despite impossible
circumstances.

Church family, Moses does not accidentally describe
Jacob’s family as being fruitful and multiplying (47:27).
This language is intentional, and it is creational
language. This was the command given to Adam 
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PRAYER 

God, help us to approach suffering well. Help us to expect
your amazing will to be accomplished through our trials
and troubles. We pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.

and Eve (Genesis 1:28). The point here is that God can
work new creation – a people who are fruitful and
multiplying – amid the death of old creation – a barren
famine. God works his good intentions – new creation –
through the evil intentions of man – old creation.

APPLICATION

Church family, I hope that we continue to embrace a
redeemed view of suffering: God works out his good
through man’s evil intentions. This good is his mission
(the salvation of the nations), our transformation, and our
flourishing. Therefore, let’s approach suffering in a
distinctly Christian way. Let’s expect God to do great
things through our suffering, and let’s prepare ourselves
accordingly. When we suffer, let’s remind ourselves that
this suffering is for our good, God’s mission, and the
establishment our flourishing. Moreover, let’s work hard
to picture to the watching world the glory of our God. We
picture him to the world when we suffer well.


