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Since Genesis 37, we have focused on the overarching
idea that what man intends for evil, God intends for good
(Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28). Two weeks ago, I
encouraged us to embrace a redeemed view of suffering.
A redeemed view of suffering understands that God can
work out all things together for our good and that he
desires to work all things out together for his people’s
good (see sermon on Genesis 39). Last week, we discussed
the idea that God accomplishes his glorious, good
intention of establishing his kingdom on earth through
man's evil intentions (see sermon on Genesis 40-41). I
highlighted Genesis 41:57 last week, which says,
“Moreover, all the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy
grain, because the famine was severe over all the earth.”
God achieves his mission of blessing the nations through
a son of Abraham through a variety of man’s evil
intentions. Joseph is at this moment in history



because his brothers intended evil, the Ishmaelites
intended evil, the Midianites intended evil, Potiphar
intended evil, Potiphar’s wife intended evil, and the
cupbearer intended evil. In other words, God’s good
mission of saving the nations through a son of Abraham is
what God is working out through the evil intentions of man.

Today, we are going to focus on a new dimension of God’s
good intentions. God intends to draw his people closer to
him and to conform us into his image through suffering.

Let’s investigate this idea together in Genesis 42-46

JACOB’S FAMILY IN EGYPT: GOOD THROUGH

DESERVED SUFFERING (GENESIS 42:6-28)

The famine is severe in Egypt and Canaan: the land
promised to Abraham where Jacob and his Family live
(42:5). Jacob, therefore, sends his sons to buy grain in
Egypt that they might live and not die. Upon arriving in
Egypt, Joseph recognizes his brothers. They do not
recognize him (42:6-11). Joseph accuses them of being
spies and puts them into prison for three days (42:17).
After three days, he keeps Simeon in prison and allows his
other brothers to return home. Simeon will be released
when the other brothers bring their youngest brother,
Benjamin, to Egypt (42:18-24). This act will prove that they
are not spies but honest men.

The context of these verses is suffering, and 
through this suffering, we see God work out 
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his good intentions. In short, we see God reconcile the
brothers back to himself and Joseph. This intention is
evident in the brother’s confession in Genesis 42:21-22. In
these verses, the brothers 1) confess their sin to one
another and 2) recognize that they deserve this suffering.

Church family, last week, we discussed how we often
suffer and do not deserve that suffering. What I meant by
that was that there is usually not a one-to-one connection
between suffering and sin we committed. Joseph, Job,
Jesus, and Paul are just a few examples of this. Jesus tells
us in Matthew 10 that we should expect suffering in this
age, and the book of Acts proves this point. Wherever
the early church goes, persecutions follow. Church family,
we often suffer because we live in a fallen world.

Sometimes, however, we suffer, and we deserve it. This
kind of suffering is what Joseph’s brothers are
experiencing in Genesis 42. Now, let’s make a significant
point here, church family, about when we suffer, and we
do deserve it. When we suffer, and we deserve it, God is
working out glorious and good intentions! For Joseph’s
brothers, God intends to reconcile them back to himself
and Joseph through this suffering. In Genesis 50, after
Jacob’s death, Joseph speaks kindly to them and comforts
them. God is at work through this suffering for the
sake of his glorious and good intentions.

This same point is evident when God’s people, 
the nation of Judah, are exiled because of their sin
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in the seventh and sixth centuries BC. The Babylonians
destroy the Temple Solomon built and exiled God’s
people because of their sin. They deserve this suffering;
yet, the purpose is to reconcile them back to God. The
book of Lamentations proves this point. Jeremiah likely
wrote this book after witnessing the destruction of the
Temple, and in this book, he constructs several acrostic
poems. An acrostic poem is a poem that the author
organizes around the Hebrew alphabet. The first line (or
group of lines) begins with the first letter of the Hebrew
alphabet; the second starts with the second letter, and so
on. These poems represent the pain of God’s people
lamenting the suffering that they deserve, and Jeremiah
expresses this pain from “a to z.” Yet, there is hope in
Lamentations 3:16-33. These verses poetic depict that the
only safe place for God’s people to run when suffering
and they deserve it is in the hands of the God who
disciplined them.

Church family, when God’s people suffer because of 
their sin, we call it discipline, and God is working
through this suffering with the glorious and good
intention of reconciling you back to himself and to those
you harmed. A redeemed view of suffering understands
this magnificent point. Therefore, when you and I suffer,
and we know that we deserve it (we all have times like
this), do not be afraid or angry with God. Rejoice! 
Our God intends to do good to you, ultimately 
not harm.
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JACOB’S FAMILY BACK IN CANAAN:

GOOD THROUGH UNDERSERVED

SUFFERING (GENESIS 42:29-43:14)

Upon returning from Egypt, Joseph’s brothers describe the
events that just occurred. Jacob is troubled and refuses to
send Benjamin with them. Rueben bravely announces that
he will protect Benjamin. If Benjamin does not return,
Jacob can kill Rueben’s sons (Genesis 43:37-38). This offer
indicates that Rueben will die before anything happens to
Benjamin. This reply is brave, but Jacob does not change
his mind. Benjamin is not going anywhere.

After all of the food is eaten, Jacob tells his sons again to
buy food in Egypt. This time, Rueben does not reply to this
request, but Judah. Judah tells his father to accept himself
as a pledge for Benjamin’s safety. If Benjamin does not
return, Judah will bear the blame for his entire life (43:9).
Jacob permits Benjamin to go with Judah.

Now, Benjamin going down to Egypt is very troubling for
Jacob, and he did not deserve this suffering. In other
words, no sin of Jacob directly connects to this suffering:
instead, it was the sins of his other sons that caused this
suffering. Yet, God again is at work through this suffering
to work out his glorious and good purposes. Jacob’s
situation of either starving to death with his family or
risking the loss of Benjamin in Egypt compelled 
him – to rely 100% on the character of God. Jacob
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preferred to keep Benjamin in his sight at all times.
Remember, he let Joseph out of his presence, and he
vanished! Jacob feared terribly that a similar fate would
happen to Benjamin, so he keeps him close. Jacob wanted
to guarantee Benjamin’s protection, but his current
suffering made this impossible. Jacob had to send
Benjamin, and this sending was on purpose. In Genesis
43:14, Jacob says after finally permitting Benjamin to go
with the brothers to Egypt, “May God Almighty grant you
mercy before the man, and may he send back your other
brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am bereaved of
my children, I am bereaved.” The glorious and good
intention of this suffering – Jacob sending Benjamin –
was to move Jacob to rely 100% on God: his mercy, his
power, and his control!

Church family, when we suffer and do not deserve it,
God is forcing us into a position where all we can do is
rely on him. When you are diagnosed with cancer, get
COVID, lose a job or child, God is working good. He is
moving you into a more profound and more lasting
reliance on him and him alone. The glory of this truth is
that God is merciful, mighty, and in control. Notice that
when Jacob releases Benjamin, he gets Joseph back. My
wife pointed this glorious truth out to me this week. In
his power, mercy, and sovereignty, God overwhelmed
Jacob in this moment of faith, and he often does 
the same to us.
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JACOB’S FAMILY ARE BACK IN

EGYPT AGAIN: GOOD THROUGH

UNDERSERVED/DESERVED

SUFFERING (GENESIS 43:16-44:34)

The brothers arrive in Egypt and are escorted into
Joseph’s house for a meal. During this meal, the brothers
ate and drank plenty. Remember, the context of this
episode is a famine, so this meal is no small event. The
next morning, the brothers leave, but Joseph’s servants
pursue them because Joseph had his silver cup placed in
Benjamin’s sack. The brothers were brought back to
Egypt, where Joseph told them that Benjamin must stay
with him as a slave because he stole his cup (44:17).

These events cause immense grief and trouble to the
brothers, especially to Judah, who has offered himself a
pledge for Benjamin’s safety. These events take us to
the third point about suffering that I want to make today:
suffering leads God’s people to sacrifice themselves
bravery and compassionately.

Judah replies to Joseph initially in Genesis 44:16-17 that
all of the brothers will be slaves to Joseph. Joseph refutes
this statement and says that only Benjamin will be a
slave. Interestingly, in verse seventeen, there is a
paragraph break in the Old Testament. The last break we
had was after Genesis 41. Genesis 42-44:17 is, thus, 
one section. After verse 17 might appear to be a 
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strange place to break the text since the tension is at its
highest point in this verse. That, however, is the point.
Breaking the text here highlights God’s good and glorious
intentions that he works through this suffering. God’s good
intention is to move Judah to an act of immense
compassion and bravery.

Bravery: Judah bravely requests that he might be a
substitute for Benjamin (44:33). Bravery is the willingness to
do what is right even when doing what’s right is difficult
and freighting. Judah is willing to submit himself to a
lifetime of slavery to the second most powerful person in
the world, and this is right because he gave himself as a
pledge to Jacob for Benjamin’s safety.

Compassion: Judah’s bravery is motivated by compassion for
his father. In verse 20, Judah tells Joseph that Jacob loves
Benjamin, and in verse 29, Judah tells Joseph that returning
without Benjamin will kill Jacob. Judah would rather be a
slave for life than see his father in this pain (44:34).

Judah’s behavior here is characterized by faithfulness to the
covenant. He is concerned about his father: this is the loyal
love God required of his people. Before this moment,
Judah’s behavior was very different. In Genesis 38, Judah
neglected Tamar because of his fear. He did not treat her in
truly human ways but left her destitute. However, Tamar’s
righteousness exceeded Judah’s, and her righteousness
motivated him to covenant faithfulness, as we 
discussed in our sermon on Genesis 38.
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PRAYER 
God help us to respond to suffering well. Help us embrace
a redeemed view of suffering that takes seriously that you
have a glorious and good purpose for our suffering: the
spread of your glory over the planet and our
transformation. Help us, oh God. We pray these
 things in Jesus’ name, amen.

In Judah’s bravery and compassion, we see a beautiful
picture of our Lord Jesus, who offered himself
compassionately and bravery as our substitute. Judah was
right to do this, and so was Jesus since Jesus gave himself
as our representative. Praise the Lord that Jesus
represents us righteously, Judah points beyond himself to
our Lord, and we will see next week that this act of loyal
love changes the history of God’s people forever. Church
family, God’s good and glorious intentions are at work
through Judah’s suffering.

APPLICATION
Church family, in Genesis 42-44, we learn a new
dimension of a redeemed view of suffering. We learned
that God is working for our transformation through the
evil intentions of man. A redeemed view of suffering
grasps this important point. Let’s adopt this view of
suffering.

Non-Christian, I hope that you will turn from your sins
today and trust that Jesus died for you.


