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Last week, I encouraged us to adopt a redeemed view of
suffering. What I meant by that was that I wanted us to
embrace the glorious truth that God has the ability and
the character to work out man’s evil intentions for
glorious, good ends. Today, I’d like to address this idea
again but from a slightly different perspective. The
perspective I want to address today is this: God
accomplishes his glorious, good mission through man's
evil intentions. When I say this, I am highlighting the
good intentions of God. The good intentions are his
mission of spreading his kingdom on earth to all
peoples. I also want us to realize that the pathway to
this mission being accomplished is suffering.

Let’s observe this detail in Genesis 40-41.



THE EVIL INTENTIONS OF MAN: GENESIS 40 

We have seen the evil intentions of Joseph’s brothers
(Genesis 37), the Midianites (Genesis 37), the Ishmaelites
(Genesis 37), Potiphar (Genesis 39), and Potiphar’s wife
(Genesis 39). We now learn about the evil intentions of a
cupbearer.

In Genesis 40, Pharaoh puts his chief cupbearer and chief
baker into prison (40:1-3). While in prison, the cupbearer
and the baker have troubling dreams (40:7-8), which
Joseph interprets correctly (40:9-23). Joseph interprets the
cupbearer's dream favorably: the cupbearer will once
again serve Pharaoh. Although this favorable
interpretation of the cupbearer’s dream encourages the
baker, his dream is negative: he will die in three days.

Joseph’s request teaches us essential details about
suffering. Joseph wants the cupbearer to mention him to
Pharaoh that he might be released (40:14-15). Notice
Joseph’s language here. He says in verse 15 that he was
“stolen” from his home and put in this pit innocently. This
request is essential for several reasons. First, Joseph’s
view of God – that he can work the evil intentions of man
out for good and desires to do this – does not cause him 
to lesson evil. His brothers, the Ishmaelites, and the
Midianites all had evil intentions against Joseph. Just
because God will use this to accomplish good does
 not make it ok; it is evil, and Joseph gets this.
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Second, Joseph maintains that he did not deserve this
suffering. It is tempting when suffering to immediately ask
the question, “What did I do to deserve this?” At times, I
do the same thing, church family, but this is often the
wrong question to ask. This question assumes that
suffering is deserved, but the truth is, suffering is often
undeserved. Now sometimes it is deserved. When a person
gets drunk and wakes up with a headache, they deserve
that headache. They directly did something to cause that
pain. Most often, though, there is no direct connection
between one particular sin and suffering. Children who
are abused, stolen, and trafficked, did not deserve their
suffering. Africans who stole from Africa and sold as
slaves did not deserve this suffering. There is no one to
one connection between a particular sin and this suffering
in these examples. Suffering often works this way. Look at
Joseph. He is an innocent suffering. Church family this is
the more common type of suffering.

Third, Joseph doesn’t want to suffer anymore. He wants
out of his pain. God controls all things and works evil out
for good does not mean that we should be content with
evil. Instead, this truth should lead us to fight evil and
when we can stop suffering. Joseph’s request teaches us
essential details about how to view suffering in light of 
the glorious truth that God works all things out for 
good: suffering is evil; suffering is often
 undeserved, and suffering is terrible.
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The cupbearer, though, intended evil against Joseph.
Genesis 40:23 says, “Yet the chief cupbearer did not
remember Joseph, but forgot him.” Right now, you are
probably asking yourself an excellent question: how did
the cupbearer forget Joseph? Joseph just recused him
from prison. When people have traumatic experiences
like the cupbearer just had – he was thrown into jail to
await his death sentence – you do not forget your
release's events. What does Moses mean when he says
that the cupbearer did not remember Joseph but forgot
him. Let’ look back at Joseph’s request in verse 14. He
says, “Only remember me, when it is well with you, and
please do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh,
and so get me out of this house.” This verse is a classic
case of repetition in Hebrew. This verse can be divided in
half at the word “you.” The first idea is a request:
remember me when it is well with you. The second half
of the verse explains the first half: tell Pharaoh about me
so that I can get out of here! Remembering Pharaoh is
not just mental to Joseph. Joseph is not saying, “Hey,
when you are at ease mentally reflect on how I
interpreted your dream!” No. Remembering includes
action here. When you are at ease, tell Pharaoh about 
me! For whatever reason, the cupbearer did not
“remember” Pharaoh: he did not tell Pharaoh 
about him.
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Now, remembering the OT is not just mental. For example,
the Israelites are continually “forgetting” the Lord in the
OT. In Judges 8:34, we read about the Israelites not
remembering the Lord their God. They did not forget
about God; instead, they were disobedient. Similarly, when
God commands Israel not to “forget” about him, the issue
is not mental. Instead, Deuteronomy 8:11 tells us that
Israel must not forget God by disobeying him. You see, the
problem with remembering is not merely mental; instead,
it is active. Joseph was asking the cupbearer to do
something for him, but he was unwilling to remember
him.

It is plausible that the cupbearer did not tell Pharaoh
about Joseph for selfish reasons. Servants in the ancient
world did not have long conversations with the Emperor;
they mostly did not have unsolicited conversations. This is
the case with Nehemiah: Nehemiah is sad, but he does not
bring this up to the king. The king asks him about it.
Likewise, Esther did not have permission to approach the
king with the topic she wanted to discuss. She could die
for doing such a thing. What is likely happening here is
that the cupbearer is unwilling to “overstep” a social line
for Joseph. Pharaoh threw him into jail, and this was not
the time to show “loving-kindness” to Joseph: it was 
time to preserve his own life and stay in line. The 
cupbearer likely had evil intentions.
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD:

GENESIS 40-41

Despite man's evil intentions, we see God’s sovereignty,
that is his control, throughout Genesis 40-41. First, the
cupbearer and the baker were put into the same prison
as Joseph (4). I mentioned last week that Potiphar put
Joseph into the prison where the king’s enemies were.
This act seemed extra harsh; yet, we see God’s
sovereignty here. He was here for this moment. Second,
the cupbearer and the baker have their dreams on the
same night (5). Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams was
thus confirmed twice to the cupbearer: his interpretation
of both dreams came true. Third, Joseph went to the
cupbearer and the baker in the morning after their
dream (6). This timing is perfect since both the
cupbearer and the baker had just dreamed their dreams.
Fourth, the cupbearer, after two years, learns of the
Pharaoh’s dream. Within these two years, the cupbearer
could have died or have been thrown into jail again. Amid
all of the evil intentions of man, God is sovereignly
working out a glorious, good end.

THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF GOD:

GENESIS 41

We do not only see God’s ability to control all things. 
We see his desire to control all things for good in
Genesis 41. At this point, we may misunderstand 
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God’s good intentions. Some might say that God’s good
intention was merely the exaltation of Joseph to second
in command, a nice wife, and two kids: power and
happiness. This thought is very prevalent today. Some
preachers tell us that obedience to God guarantees
health, wealth, and prosperity right now. If we lack these
things, we lack faith. Increase our faith, and then they’ll
all be ours. That thought is demonic. Look at Job; he
suffered greatly. Paul? Jesus? Jesus had no home in this
life and no wealth. Church family, the good intention of
God, was much grander than Joseph’s status. His good
intention was the accomplishment of his mission: the
salvation of the nations. This fact is clear since Joseph
tells us this detail in Genesis 50:20-21: As for you, you
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as
they are today. The good intentions that God was
working through the evil intentions of man was the
deliverance of the nations during this seven-year famine.
The good intentions of God was that the nations would
find salvation in a son of Abraham. The mission is the
good intention, church family!

THE PRINCIPLE: KINGDOM

MISSIONS

I titled this sermon today, kingdom missions, and I 
began the sermon explaining how I hoped we 
understand a new dimension to a redeemed 
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view of suffering. That dimension is this: God uses
suffering to accomplish his mission. This story is Joseph’s
life. He suffered at the hands of countless characters; yet,
God was using these evil intentions – this suffering – to
accomplish a glorious, good picture: a son of Abraham
saving the nations.

This idea is not just an Old Testament idea. Our salvation's
foundation is none other than suffering: the cross and
then the empty tomb of Jesus. Jesus even told us that if
people persecuted him, they would persecute us (Matthew
10). Still, the early church grew through persecution.
Church family, the pathway to spreading the glory of God
over the planet, is a pathway marked by trouble, trials,
and suffering because man intends evil against God; yet,
God works through man’s evil intentions for the glorious
good aim of establishing his kingdom on earth. 

APPLICATION

Church family, if we want to be a people who live on
mission, let’s adopt a redeemed view of suffering. God
accomplishes his mission through suffering; we must
realize this.

Therefore, let’s not be surprised when we suffer. Yes, we
should be saddened by it, pained by it, and at times,
angered because of it, but let’s not be surprised. 
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PRAYER 

As we seek to spread your glory in our community and 
to the ends of the earth, Lord helps us think correctly
about suffering. Help us to suffer well for your glory. 
We pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.

God’s mission will be accomplished; therefore, we will
experience suffering. Let’s not be surprised by trials.

Let’s not always be keen on identifying a specific reason
for our suffering. Sometimes we’ll know a particular
reason, but often, we will not. Moreover, we will suffer
and not deserve it. Like Joseph, we will likely suffer
much because of the evil intentions of man.

Let’s also contextualize our suffering with hope.
Although trials are painful, we must hold onto the
conviction that what man intends for evil, God intends
for good. Let’s not just wish that God will do this; let’s
eagerly expect that God will do good to us for eternity.

Perhaps there is a non-Christian who is listening to this
sermon. I would ask that you come to Jesus today. Come
to the one who can work all of the evil intended against
you for good. Come to him trusting that he died for you
and turning from your sin. Come to him today.


