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Isaiah describes for us in Isaiah 11:11-16 how God
accomplishes new creation through a new exodus. Like in
Egypt, where God saved his people and brought them home
through an exodus from physical slavery, Isaiah prophesied
that God would save his people and bring them home to him
through a new exodus. Now, after the first exodus, God’s
people sang two songs. Likewise, Isaiah 12 records for us
two songs that God’s people sing after this second bigger
and better exodus.

The main idea of this sermon is that God’s salvation of his
people transforms our words. I mean simply that God’s
incredible act of salvation changes how we speak and how
we sing.
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I hope, then, that after today’s sermon, you would be
encouraged and equipped to speak the words of God’s
Kingdom.

FIRST SONG OF PRAISE (12:1-2)
The first song of Isaiah 12 is found in verses 1-2. God’s people
will sing this song on that day. This phrase refers to a coming
day, very unlike Isaiah’s current day. Currently, God’s people
are experiencing political turmoil and the threat of military
invasion. For Isaiah, his present-day is a day of distress. Yet,
that old day does not define or even describe the coming day
that God’s people will experience. The phrase is found six
times in Isaiah 10-12. Isaiah explains in Isaiah 10:20 how God’s
people will depend on the Lord, not Assyria. Isaiah describes
at 10:27 how our burdens will be taken away on that day. The
coming King’s resting place will be glorious, according to 11:10
on that day. A new exodus will bring that day (11:1). That day
will be joyous (12:4). Here in 12:1, we learn that we will sing a
song of thanksgiving (1).

There is a particular reason why we will thankfully sing on
this coming day (1). The answer is none other than the gospel:
God’s anger has turned away from us so that he might comfort
us. We remember the refrain of 9:12, 17, 21, and 10:4. It was a
crushing refrain that emphatically exclaimed, “God’s anger
has not turned from his people.” God’s anger was crushing
down upon us because of our sin; it was crushing down upon
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Israel because of their sin. We do not need to try to imagine
the reality of God’s crushing anger. We have all experienced
it. Do you see how significant this is? We experienced it in the
past. We do not experience this anger in the present, nor will
we for eternity.

We, instead, experience God’s comfort in the present and will
experience God’s comfort for eternity (1). This reality is
fantastic. We who justly deserved to feel for eternity the
crushing reality of God’s anger will now experience for
eternity the compassionate care of our heavenly Father. We
will sing with thanksgiving on that day because of this reality:
God has turned his anger so that he might comfort us.

Church family, the best comfort, is found in God! God’s
comfort is so incredible that Isaiah tells us in Isaiah 49:13 that
God’s comfort causes the heavens to sing for joy, the earth to
rejoice, and the mountains to sing. God’s comfort is
undeserved and unexpected and genuinely the best.

Friends, if there is anyone here today who has not
experienced this joyous reality of having the weight of our sin
taken from us, experience it today. Listen to the words of
Isaiah 12:1, “Though you were angry with me, your anger
turned that you might comfort me!” Do you hear the word of
the Lord? God can turn his anger from you so that he might
comfort you. God desires to comfort his people with glorious
consolations. He loves to take the crushing weight of our sin
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off of our back. He loves to do this, friends. This message is
the good news of the gospel. Jesus Christ came to this earth
and lived a perfect life. Then, he died an awful death. Finally,
he rose again from the dead and ascended into heaven and
now sits at the Father's right hand. He did this so that the
Father might give us his righteousness as a gift. You see, our
sin is given to him on the cross so that his righteousness can
be given to us. We receive this gift by simply turning from our
sins and trusting in Christ. When this happens, God’s anger
turns from us so that his comfort might rest upon us. This is
our God.

In verse 2, we learn that we sing thankfully to God because he
is our salvation. Church family, do you see what we will sing
on that day. “God is my salvation,” and “God has become my
salvation (2).” Our salvation is rooted firmly in God and his
character, not in our works, right decisions, performance,
economic status, or vocationally achievements. God is our
salvation. In other words, we are saved because God saves us:
nothing else. God’s anger turns so that he might comfort us
because our God is the kind of God who loves to be the
salvation of his people. Isn’t this the gospel? What is our
salvation? Jesus died on a tree and rose from the dead – he is
our salvation.

Therefore, on that day, we will trust and not be afraid. We will
experience rest on that day because our God is my salvation
(2) and because the Lord is my strength, my song, and he has
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become my salvation. Isaiah did it again? He repeated
himself! Notice how skillful he is here. He reiterates an idea
in the first line of verse 2 – God is my salvation. Then, he tells
us how that will affect us for eternity in the second line.
Finally, he repeats that first idea and slightly elaborates on it.
This structure is like a sandwich. The main idea is the bread,
and the implication is the meat! This structure emphasizes
the reality that rest is only found when God is our salvation.

We are living in a frightening world. 2020 was filled with
fearful circumstances, and 2021 will begin no differently. We
look forward to a day where every frightful reality is passed,
no more to be experienced because God is the salvation of his
people, the strength of his people, and the song of his people!

Notice the progression here: salvation, strength, song. The
idea of strength relates to our Christian life. We need
strength to persevere. In Isaiah 8, God told Isaiah that God’s
people must be brave and fear God, not man. The source of
our salvation is God, and the basis of our perseverance is
God. Because God is the source of our salvation and
perseverance, we sing about him and what he does for us.

Church family, this detail is why I love to sing God-centered
and gospel-centered songs. We have to be careful, church
family. There are lots of songs, even many Christian songs,
that are not God-centered or gospel-centered. Church, if you
can replace your girlfriend or boyfriend or wife or husband's
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name with God’s name in a Christian song, and it works,
then that is a lousy song. Notice the song we sing on “that
day.” God is my salvation; can you replace your spouse’s
name with God here and make it work. No! Your spouse is
not your salvation. Church family, when our salvation is
firmly rooted in God and when our perseverance is firmly
rooted in God, then we sing glorious, and specific, songs
about God and what he has done for us!

Before we move on to the promise of verse 3, let’s notice
how personal our God is. Do you see the pronoun “me”
repeating twice in verse 1? God’s anger was directed toward
“me.” God will personally judge everyone for their sin. And
God’s comfort is directed toward “me.” God will personally
comfort his people. Do you also see the pronoun “my”
repeated four times in verse 2? Isaiah could have written,
“God is ‘our’ salvation,” but he didn’t? That would have been
true, but he is stressing a different point here. God is the
personal savior of every one of his people! He is personal
with his people. He cares for you as an individual.

The first song we sing on that day is a song of restful (2)
thankfulness (1) because God has turned his anger to
comfort us.
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A PROMISE (12:3)
Isaiah transitions from a song to a promise. In verse 3, God
promises that we will draw water with joy from the wells of
salvation. This image is a glorious image for several reasons.
First, water is essential to life. Second, wells in the ancient
world were sources of water. The idea here is clearly that
God’s people have access to the resource they need most:
the Lord. On that day, we will have complete and total
access to the Lord. Now, we do have to imagine this because
we do not experience that reality totally now. We do
experience it indeed, but not completely. Imagine this
glorious reality. This is why we shout with thankfulness and
experience profound rest. We have complete and total
access to the Lord.

The result of this will be profound joy. Isaiah tells us in
verse 3 that we will draw water with joy. Church family, joy
is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23; Psalm 4:7, 16:11) and
a result of experiencing God’s gracious work (Psalm 20:5,
63:7). It is a good feeling since the word is often found
parallel to words such as “gladness” (Psalm 51:6) and “glad”
(Psalm 92:4). We “sing” for joy (Psalm 84:2), and we “shout”
for joy (Psalm 81:1), while singing for joy is accompanied at
times with clapping (Psalm 47:1, 98:8, Isa 55:12). Therefore,
John Piper’s definition of joy is helpful: joy is a “good feeling 
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in the soul produced by the Holy Spirit as he causes us to see
the beauty of Christ in his word and his work”
(https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-do-you-define-joy)

For eternity, the habit of our soul will be joy: intense joy,
profound joy. This will describe us for eternity because God
is our salvation; we have complete access to him.

Therefore, that future day will not only be characterized by
songs of restful (2) thankfulness. It will also be described as
joyous access to God.

SECOND SONG OF PRAISE 

 (12:4-6)
The second song is found in verses 4-6. Isaiah repeats the
main idea of verse 1: we will give thanks to the Lord again in
verse 4. Instead of giving us the reason, though, which he
did in verse 1, he tells us what else we will do. We will not
only say “thank you” to God; we will also make known his
deeds and proclaim his excellences. Something significant
just happened. Isaiah tells us that our speech is redirected
here. It was directed toward God, but now it is redirected to
others: more specifically, the people or nations (4). The idea
here is that true worship – worship that is grounded in the
gospel and characterized by thankful rest that flows from
access to God – leads to us evangelizing all peoples.
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True worship does not stay contained, church family. It is
not just aimed at you and God; true worship overflows for
others: for peoples of all nations. On that day – and let’s not
forget that we are experiencing this day now, in part – our
worship moves toward mission. The DNA of God turning his
anger to comfort us is praise that moves to mission.
Although we will be ending our mission emphasis in the
next week, our emphasis on mission is not over. Church
family, the gospel always leads to mission. So even though
our church will not be producing South Asian pamphlets,
let’s continue to pray for the nations, learn about the
nations, and support efforts to reaching the unreached.
Here is one practical way you as individuals and families can
continue this effort: you can download Joshua Project’s
unreached people group of the day app and pray for the
unreached.

Now, notice again in verse 5 how Isaiah again links praise to
mission. The added idea here is that the gospel is glorious.
Our God is powerful enough to save us is the most glorious
reality in the universe. This reality motivates praise and
mission to all peoples.

Finally, in verse 6, Isaiah again explains why we will sing on
that day. We have already learned that we will sing joyfully
on that day because God’s anger turned from us so that he 
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We have produced a personal worship plan and handout.
We believe that reading the Scripture well will challenge
us and motivate us to speak the words of the kingdom.
We will be adopting local restaurants over the next nine
weeks and encouraging you to share the gospel with
them. We will equip you to give them a postcard for our
church as you visit them.

might comfort us (1), because God is my strength, my song,
and my salvation (2), and because he has done gloriously (5).
Now, we learn that we will sing joyfully because God himself
is in our midst. In this way, Isaiah brings to a close Isaiah 7-
12 in the same way he began it: Immanuel. Our hope for
praising God on that day and our hope for spreading the
glory of God over the entire planet is firmly rooted in Jesus,
who is God with us, church family.

APPLICATION

Church family, Isaiah has rooted our hope in a coming son.
This son is Immanuel – He is God with us. We sing these
songs today and will sing them forever because Christ has
come. Therefore, church family, let’s end 2020 and begin
2021 with a renewed commitment to speaking and singing
the words of the Kingdom. Here is how we can be equipped
to do this:

1.

2.
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3. We are finishing up our mission’s emphasis of South
Asia with the Maldives. We challenge you to use these
guides for personal and family worship.
4. Download the Joshua project’s unreached people group
of the day app, and begin to pray often for unreached
people.

Church family, as we begin 2021, let’s commit to speaking and
singing the words of the kingdom.

Prayer
Oh God, give us the grace to praise you with incredible
thankfulness and to make known your deeds to all peoples.
Help 2021 to be a year of worship leading to mission at 11th
Street Baptist Church. We pray these things in Jesus name,
amen.
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