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The Lord is the faithful gift-giving God (1)
The Lord is the listening and ever-present God (2-4)
The Lord is the protector God (5-8)
The Lord is the Almighty God (9-15)
The Lord is the Hope Giving God (16-29)

Today's sermon's main idea is that God's character
motivates Jacob to worship the Lord exclusively. Jacob's
worship is motivated by God's character, not his own.
Moses highlights several aspects of God's character in
Genesis 35.

I hope that as we reflect on this theme, God would 
move us to worship him exclusively.



THE FAITHFUL GIFT-GIVING GOD (35:1)

In Genesis 35, God calls Jacob to go to Bethel to build an
altar to him (1). Bethel is 10 miles south of Shechem
(Jacob's current location). Bethel is a vitally important
place since God appeared to Jacob in Genesis 28. In this
dream, Jacob saw a staircase to heaven and heard God's
promise that he would pass his covenant with Abraham
and Isaac to Jacob (28:13-14) and be with him (28:15).
Jacob replied after waking by vowing that if God would
provide for him on this journey and if God would return
Jacob home, then the Lord would be Jacob's God (28:20-
22). The Lord's call for Jacob to return to Bethel is an
illustration of God's faithfulness (1). God had returned
him home as he promised (see 28:15). Despite the threats
of Laban and Esau, God brought him back.

Still, the call to return to Bethel is an illustration of the
generosity of our God. God did not only bring him home;
he brought him home with incredible wealth. Jacob
asked God to provide for him food and clothing (28:20).
God, however, was pleased to do much more. God
provided for him incredible wealth so that he returned
with two full camps of goods (32:10).

Do you see the amazingness of our God? In Genesis 
28, God appears to Jacob with incredible promises. 
He promises to establish his very own kingdom 
through Jacob. At that moment, Jacob had 
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nothing but a stick. He was fleeing for his life because
his trickery enraged his brother. Jacob, in Genesis 28,
was running in fear and hoped merely to preserve his
life. God appears at this moment with his incredible
promise, and Jacob is so bold to test God. He says, "If you
return me home and provide for me, then you'll be my
God (28:20-22). Most of us were unimpressed by this
reply when we studied this passage together, and rightly
so, but do you see the purpose of Jacob's unimpressive
response? At this moment, when God calls him to return
to Bethel, we the purpose. Jacob is not merely returning
safely with clothes and food in his belly; he is returning
with immense riches! Jacob's unimpressive reply in
Genesis 28 highlights God's faithful generosity to lavish
grace to Jacob.

Church family, let's be amazed by the incredible
character of our God. Our God lavishes his people with
kindness. He is not stingy in his grace! We should rightly
marvel over our God because he is marvelous.

THE LISTENING AND PRESENT-GOD (35:2-4)

God has kept his promise to return Jacob home, and now
Jacob begins to keep his promise (28:21). He commits to
worshiping the Lord and the Lord alone (35:2). Jacob
dedicated himself to worship the Lord exclusively
because of verse 3. The Lord is the one who 
answered Jacob in the day of his distress and has 

PAGE 3



been with him wherever he went (35:3). Throughout
Jacob's journey, God has listened, and God has been there.
This reality motivates the exclusive worship of the Lord.

Church family, troubling times serve this purpose. Jacob's
unsettling experiences in Haran proved to him that the
Lord is the God who listens and who is there. Although
Laban had cheated Jacob ten times of wages (Genesis
31:41), God was there, and God was listening. Although
Esau came with a 400-man army, God was there, and God
was listening. Although Shechem came and abused his
daughter, God was there, and God was listening. Although
Jacob himself was less than perfect and unimpressive,
God was there, and God was listening. Do you see that
Jacob's suffering because of his sin and because of the sin
of others served the vital purpose of proving that God was
there, and God was listening? Therefore, he puts away the
foreign gods.

Our troubles are not the same as Jacob's, but our
problems prove the same thing: God is here, and God is
listening. Although we might be exposed to COVID and
get COVID, God is here, and he listens. Although the
threat of violence is all around us and the stable peace of
living in America appears uprooted, God is here, and God
listens. Although we cannot meet this week in person,
God is here, and God listens. Although one day we will 
die and be buried in the ground, God will be there, 
and God will listen. This is our God, and this is 
what we learn amid trouble.
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Trouble, difficulties, and trials, then, teach us in profound
ways that God is with us and that God listens because
these times help us see our need more clearly. In
troubling times, we understand how limited we are. How
prone to fear and loneness we are. In difficult times, we
grasp our finitude and our weakness. These times show us
how needy we are, and these times show how amazing God
is because God meets our needs. He is here with us, and
he listens to us. Our need is an opportunity to magnify the
supremacy of God's grace. Jacob gets this, so he says in
verse 3 that he will make an altar to the one "who answers
him" and is "with him." We get this too; COVID, political
uncertainty, and are soon death teach us this.

Although none of us likely literally bow down to other
gods or pray to other gods, we are all tempted to direct
our worship to idols. Idols can be sneaky: success,
comfort, people, fame, and money can all be idols. Church
family, is there anything that you would sin to get and sin
to keep? For example, an outburst of anger directed at
someone who unconvinced you is a sure sign that you
idolize rest. Worrying about your financial security is a
sign that you worship money. If strained relationships
drive you crazy so that you sin to keep the peace, then
people are your idol. Idols are sneaky. Now, church 
family, let's commit anew to worshiping the Lord, not
money, not people, and not comfort. Let's seek to 
worship the Lord and the Lord alone. Like Jacob, 
let's put aside all foreign idols from among us (35:2).
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THE PROTECTOR GOD (35:5-8)
God's character is further highlighted as Jacob journeys
to Bethel. A terror from God fell upon the cities around
Jacob so that they did not pursue Jacob's sons (35:5). Two
of Jacob's sons just wiped out the town of Shechem, and
the others plundered it. Jacob was afraid that the
surrounding cities would retaliate, but God stopped
them. He put them in terror of Jacob.

This act of God is incredibly gracious. Again, we would
hope that when Jacob thought of the fearful possibility of
being attacked by the surrounding cities, he would have
reminded himself of God's promises that God was going
to bring him back to Bethel (28:13-17). We would hope that
God's promises would banish this fear, but it didn't.
Nonetheless, God's promises are not contingent on
Jacob's perfect response: his bravery or courage. God is
committing to protecting Jacob despite him.

Likewise, church family, our failure to remember God's
promises when comforted with difficulties does not
dissuade God from protecting us. This reality should
motivate us to worship the Lord and the Lord alone.

THE ALMIGHTY GOD (35:9-15)
God's character is highlighted again while at Bethel. 
We see the strength of our God. Here, God 
reaffirms the covenant that he previously promised 
Jacob at Bethel in Genesis 28. There are several 
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important things to highlight here. First, this
reaffirmation is none other than a blessing (9). This
blessing is the ultimate blessing since it is the promise
of being in God's kingdom. Second, God reminds Jacob
that God has renamed him Israel (Genesis 32). God
renames Jacob, and this renaming is a sign that Jacob is
defined by his relationship to the Lord (10). Third, God's
blessing of Jacob being a mighty nation depends on God
being the Almighty One. God has previously identified
himself as the God Almighty in Genesis 17. There, God
emphasized that God's promises will stand despite
Abraham's affair with Hagar. It will stand because God is
the Almighty God. Similarly, God's plan will stand with
Jacob despite his tricks, lies, and cowardice. It stands
because God is the Almighty God. Again, let's worship
the Lord and him alone because he is the Almighty God
who causes his plan to stand for our God despite us.

THE HOPE GIVING GOD (35:16-29)
These verses conclude Moses' narratives on Jacob. In
these verses, Moses highlights that the Lord is the hope
of giving God.  After this chapter, the emphasis switches
to his children, and in these final verses, Moses records
Rachel's death (35:19-20), Simeon lying with Bilhah
(35:21-22), a list of Jacob's sons (35:22-26), and Isaac's
death (35:27-29). These events remind us that the 
curse of death brought about by sin still 
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presides over Abraham's family. Despite this awful
reality, there is hope. God has promised the world that a
son would be born of Adam (3:15), of Noah (9:9), of
Abraham (12:7), of Isaac (24:7), and now of Jacob (35:12)
that would reverse the curse of sin and death. Moses
reminds us of that hope by listing for us Jacob's sons.
There is hope because our God is the hope of giving God.

APPLICATION
How should we respond to this message? If you are not a
Christian, come to Jesus today. He is the offspring who
has defeated the devil, sin, and death for sinners: for
you. Turn from your sins – put all foreign gods aside –
and trust that Jesus died for you.

If you are a Christian (even if you just become one),
think correctly of the Lord. This application challenges
us every week because we live in a world that doesn't
think properly of God. Let me be more specific: let's
think biblically of the Lord. He is the God, the only God,
who generously lavishes his people with gifts, listens and
is present with his people, protects his people, uses his
strength for his people, and gives hope to his people.
Marvel over who our God is.

After marveling over our God, commit to worshiping 
him alone. Think right now, what in your life 
would you sin to get and sin to keep. Right now, 
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think about times you experienced anxiety and ask
yourself why? Church family, let's become reflexive and
self-aware about our hearts! What idols are at root in
our life? Then, let the biblical portrait of our Lord
motivate us to put these foreign gods away.

PRAYER 
God, give us lots of grace to put the foreign gods among us
away and to worship you and you alone. Move our hearts to
be so in awe of you. Move us to devote ourselves completely
to you, O God. We pray these things in Jesus' name, amen.


