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When we behold glory and breathtaking sights such as a
baby child or a sunset in Hawaii, we try to capture the
beauty's immensity by looking at it from different
angles. We might try to capture the beauty of a sunset
in Hawaii by looking at it from the beach, a hotel room,
or from the mountains. The purpose of beholding
beauty and glory from different angels is to see the
glory more clearly. We cannot take in all of the glory of
a baby, a marriage, or a sunset from one angle. It is the
same thing with God. We cannot behold the totality of
God’s glory from one angle (or from an infinite amount
of angles!), so God gives us different angels to his glory.
When we see Jacob’s life, we see the theme that God is
good to his people despite them from various angles.
We see Jacob cheating his brother, tricking his dad, 
and running from trouble in fear; yet, amid this 



sin, we see God promises to bring Jacob home in Genesis
28. We see God tell Laban not to harm Jacob in Genesis
31, and we see God protect Jacob from a 400-man army
in Genesis 32. Throughout Jacob’s life, we see God’s
kindness to Jacob despite Jacob. 

The main point of today’s sermon is that our brokenness
highlights God’s grace. I hope that this reality motivates
us to praise, holiness, and mission.

TROUBLE IN THE KINGDOM (34:1-13)

Jacob left the Promised Land because of a dangerous
threat, Esau wanted to kill him, and he fled Haran
because of the perilous danger of Laban. Imagine if Esau
or Laban would have killed Jacob? What would become of
God’s promise to bless the nations through Jacob? These
threats have cosmic implications. If Jacob dies, what will
happen to God’s plan to establish his kingdom through
him? What would become of our salvation? These threats
are severe.

These dangerous threats do not go away in Genesis 34
even though we are back in the Promised Land – the 
land God promised to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
The threats here are again potentially devastating. First,
there is the threat that Jacob’s family would 
become one people with this Hivite City of 
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Shechem (Genesis 34:16, 22). This threat is dangerous
since Jacob’s family was to represent God’s kingdom on
earth. This family was to be the kingdom of God amid the
kingdoms of man. They were to be a special people set
apart for God’s glory. The idea of God’s people merging
with this kingdom to be one people is startling.

This threat begins with the horrifying act of Shechem.
Shechem afflicts Dinah by lying with her. This act is an
act of utter shame and humiliation. This reality is evident
since Dinah’s brothers indicate that Shechem has treated
Dinah as a prostitute (34:31). In other words, Shechem has
treated Dinah as an object: a source of self-gratification.
By doing this deed, Shechem has shamed her.

The horrific nature of Shechem’s act is further clear in
how Moses describes it in verse 1-2. Dinah goes out to see
the women of the land: to socialize and meet some new
friends, and Shechem pounces on her as a predator.
Notice the quick rapid succession of the verbs of verse 2:
he saw her, seized her, lay with her, and humiliated her
(2). We should be aware that the verb “humiliate” is not
needed in this context. Moses told us that Shechem “laid”
with her. That verb is enough to communicate what
happened generally, but Moses goes further. Shechem did
not merely “lay” with her; he “humiliated” her. Shechem
used his position to seize Dinah as an object of self-
gratification. This act is horrifying.
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Still, let’s ask the question, “How else could Moses have
described this deed?” He could have said, “he seized
her, lay with her, and knew her.” The verb “know” is
often used to describe the intimacy between a man and
a woman. The idea of this word is to communicate a
level of intimacy. Moses does not use that word here.
Instead, he says, “[Shechem] humiliated her.” This act
is horrifying.

Church family, this act is a threat to God’s kingdom
because this does not represent God’s kingdom. The
end of sexuality is not taking but giving, and the
context of sexuality is a covenant sealed with oaths,
vows, and a ceremony. Shechem is taking Dinah as an
object for his good, not her good. We know this because
he has no covenant with Dinah; no promise sealed with
an oath and vows in the presence of witnesses who will
hold him accountable for his promises. This act does
not reflect God’s kingdom because God seals his
commitment to us with the very blood of Jesus. In the
gospel, Jesus comes to the earth to serve us, not to 
take from us. He seals his promises with his very own
blood. This reality – this gospel – then is the
framework for sexuality. Christian sexuality must be
framed in this way. Shechem has erred from this
church family. This reality is horrifying because
it does not picture God.

PAGE 4



Shechem's act of lying with Dinah does not represent the
covenant of God. The thought, then, that this people
want to become “one people” with Jacob’s family is
horrifying.

Jacob’s response, too, is horrifying. In verse 5, we learn
that he stays silent until his sons come from the field.
This response may seem prudent and even wise, but we
see that it is likely mere cowardice. Later in the chapter,
Jacob is anger at his sons for their actions because of
what it may mean to him and his family – their
destruction (34:31). Then, Jacob’s response seems to be
motivated more by self-preservation rather than care for
his daughter.

DECEIT IN THE KINGDOM (34:13-24)

Levi and Simeon’s response, too, is horrifying. They
respond deceitfully to Hamor’s request to become one
people with Jacob’s family. They tell him that if the
people are circumcised, they will intermarry with them
and become one (34:14-17). However, Levi and Simeon
have no intention of intermarrying with them; instead,
they hope to kill the entire city because of Shechem’s
act. Their plan is simple: when the men are sore 
because of the circumcision, they will kill them. 
In their most vulnerable moment, Levi and 
Simeon will judge them.
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Hamor and Shechem respond, again, in a horrifying
manner. Their response is the move of a classic gold-
digger. In verse 23, Hamor and Shechem need to sell this
uncomfortable proposal to the people. They sell it by
telling them that it is a pathway to riches. They say,
“There cattle and possession, and all of their beasts, will
they not be ours?” This move is not motivated by
faithfulness, care, or love of Jacob’s family, but riches.

VENGEANCE IN THE KINGDOM (34:25-29)

On the third day after the males are circumcised, Levi
and Simeon execute their vengeful plan. They go
throughout the city and kill all of the males with the
sword (26). The other brothers, then, plunder the town.
They take their sheep, cattle, donkeys, wealth, children,
and wives (34:27-29).

UNEASY RESOLUTION IN THE

KINGDOM (34:30-31)

This less-than-ideal scene ends with a less than ideal
resolution. Jacob’s less than an impressive response to
this scene is an indictment on his sons for bringing
trouble upon him since he is small and the Hivites are
many (30). Jacob is concerned about self-preservation,
not his daughter. His sons, however, are concerned 
about their sister. Therefore, we would be right to
describe their response as nobler than Jacob’s. 
They indict Shechem for treating Dinah, their 
sister, as a prostitute.
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APPLICATIONS
Genesis 32-34 is a good description of God’s covenant
people. Amid our distress and trouble, there are times
when we obey well, and then there are times of
disobedience. For Jacob, Genesis 32 was a moment of
obedience. In his distress, he prayed well. However,
Moses records for us a moment of disobedience in
Genesis 34; he acts like a coward.

God designed Jacob’s life on purpose. He created his life
to turn to God in prayer in Genesis 32 and fail in Genesis
34. Moreover, Moses put these narratives next to each
other on purpose. Moses did not have to include Genesis
34 in Scripture. He did, though, and this was on purpose.
Church family, there is a purpose to the ups and downs
of the Christian life as there was for Jacob's ups and
downs. That purpose is that the ups and downs highlight
God’s grace.

God knew that Jacob would respond cowardly in Genesis
34; yet, he still protected him from Laban in Genesis 31
and Esau in Genesis 33. Still, God will appear to Jacob
again in Genesis 35 to reaffirm his promises to Jacob. All
of this grace is despite Jacob’s lies, tricks, and
cowardice. Hear that again: God’s kindness to 
Jacob is despite his sin.
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Therefore, as we live in this moment of human history,
where God has truly saved us, yet we still sin, let’s
interpret the ups and downs of our life as a highlighter
that highlights God’s grace.

As we see God’s grace more clearly, let this reality have
its effect on us. It should motivate praise; it should
motivate mission; it should motivate holiness. It should
transform everything.

During this response time, I want you to think and pray
about how this reality should transform you.

PRAYER 
God, you are very kind to us. Give us the grace we need to
be obedient for your glory in this challenging time. We pray
these things in Jesus’ name, amen.


