
ISAIAH 8-9:7 THE RIGHTFUL KING
PASTOR ANTHONY FERGUSON

Isaiah loves to repeat the same ideas from different angles.
Like a good photographer who takes hundreds of photos of the
same it, Isaiah presents the Messiah from three different
angles. 1) He is a son born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14); 2) He is the
son called Wonderful Counselor, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace, and Mighty God; 3) He is the rightful King who brings
new creation.

Today's main idea, then, is like last week's: God provides hope
amid the gravest of trouble. Isaiah repeats this same idea and
offers more detail about the identity of the coming Messiah.
He is a coming son called Wonderful Counselor, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace, and Mighty God (9:6-7).

I hope that when you leave today, you will be equipped to hope
in God. Throughout today's sermon, I'll describe in detail what
it looks like to hope in God.

     So, let's investigate this idea in Isaiah 8-9:7.
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THE LORD SPEAKS TO ISAIAH

(ISAIAH 8:1-15)
Part 1 (Isaiah 8:1-4): Isaiah 8 begins with the Lord speaking to
Isaiah. This shift is dramatic. In Isaiah 7, God spoke first to
Ahaz (7:3-9). God assured him that his enemies' plan would
not stand and that he should stand firm believing God's word
(7:7-9). Ahaz, however, did not stand firm. Instead, he wearied
the Lord with his faithless refusal to ask for a sign (7:10-13).
Therefore, God stops speaking to Ahaz and addresses the
entire house of David – the whole Davidic dynasty from
beginning to end (7:13-14). God only addresses Ahaz again
directly in verse 16 when he reminds him of his enemies'
dread. The rest of Isaiah 7 addresses how God will provide
hope for his people amid terrifying judgment. Isaiah 8, thus,
represents a dramatic shift. God is not speaking to Ahaz, but
now to Isaiah. God addresses Isaiah three times in Isaiah 8
(8:1, 5, 11).

First, God tells Isaiah to write down the phrase, "Belonging to
Maher shalal hash baz," which means "the spoil speeds and the
plunder hastens." This phrase is a phrase of soon judgment.
The idea of judgment is communicated by the terms "spoil"
and "plunder." The victorious army takes spoil and plunder
after a battle. The idea that this judgment is coming soon is
communicated by the word "speed" and "hasten." This phrase
indicates the judgment that Israel and Syria will experience 
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 will come quickly. God even commands Isaiah to name his
soon Maher shalal hash baz (3). The length of this name makes
it a very unusual Hebrew name. When someone would ask
Isaiah the name of his son, they would rightly be alarmed
because of the length of the name, and because of its meaning.
This alarm is what God intended. Every time that people see
this boy, they’ll be reminded, judgment is coming.

Part 2 (Isaiah 8:5-10): God addresses Isaiah again in verse 5,
and he repeats the same idea found in verses 1-4. Judgment is
coming very quickly. Assyria's military, however, will be
victorious against Israel and Syria 4 and o against Judah.
Ahaz's misplaced hope in Assyria will backfire on him; Assyria
will not be content with destroying Israel and Syria but will
seek Judah too. Again, Isaiah emphasizes that amid this
trouble, there is hope. He described the coming judgment like
a raging river that will reach to Judah's neck. The idea here is
that Assyria will not wholly conquer Judah: its head, Jerusalem,
will remain. Amid the trouble, there is hope. With great
emphasis, Isaiah interrupts his announcement of coming
judgment with a shout of hope. Amid crisis, look to God for
help. Look to Immanuel.

This hope, however, has been rejected by Ahaz and the people.
We learned last week that Ahaz put his hope in Assyria and
later in Syria. However, the people of Judah did not place their
hope in Assyria like Ahaz, but only in Israel and Syria. It seems
that they wanted Ahaz to join the military alliance with Israel 
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and Syria all along. Thus, Ahaz and the people have misplaced
their hope. They should not have hoped in military alliances
and the help that these could have given, but they should have
hoped in God and his help: Immanuel! Thus, this misplaced
hope equates to a rejection of the Lord and in his provision (5).

Isaiah addresses the people's misplaced hope in verses 9-10.
The nation that the people are hoping in will soon be
shattered. Notice the language of verse 9: broken, shattered,
shattered, shattered. The repetition of this emphatic word –
shattered – emphasizes the vanity of hoping in the nations for
help in times of trouble. Again, Isaiah directs the people to
hope in God. The plans will not stand because God is with us,
which is a translation of the words Immanuel!

Isaiah taunts the hopes of the people in verses 9-10. He
basically says that the nations – Israel and Syria – that the
people are hoping in will soon be destroyed. Isaiah 8:10 echo's
Isaiah 7:7: the plan of the enemy will not stand and adds an
important detail. God is with us. The word here is "Immanuel."
Thus, again, Isaiah attempts to transfer the people's hope
from military alliances to the Lord. We learn in this second
section that there is hope amid God's judgment.

Part 3 (Isaiah 8:11-15): God addresses Isaiah for the third and
final time of Isaiah 8 in verses 11-15. The Lord instructs Isaiah
and those who follow him not to be like this people. Judah,
therefore, is divided into two groups in these verses. There 
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are the faithful, and then there is this people. Notice how back
in verse 8, God addressed the people like this people. Again in
verses 11 and 12, they are called this people.  

Moreover, they are identified as those who will soon be
judged (7-8) and as those who do not fear the Lord (11-12).
Thus, on the one hand, there is this people. These are Judeans
born into Abraham's family, and yet, unlike Abraham, they do
not believe in the Lord. Notice how they are terrified and in
dread because of their circumstances. One military is about to
attack them (Israel and Syria), while another more powerful
army is about to attack them (Assyria). This people is
terrified.

On the other hand, there is Isaiah and those who follow him.
God commands them not to fear their circumstances because
he has spoken: the frightening reality that the people dread
will not take place (Isaiah 7:7). Thus, when God's word seems
to contradict our circumstances, we can do one of two things.
Fear our circumstance or fear God. Fearing of circumstances
is the act of treating God as unholy. To be holy means to be
completely devoted to what is right and good. God is holy,
which means that he is devoted to his word! He already told
the people that Israel and Syria's military plan will not stand
(Isaiah 7:7). Thus, to treat God as holy means that the people
do not fear this plan. Instead, they should fear and dread the
Lord. Isaiah is reorienting the people's thoughts here. At this
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moment, the most freighting thing is not military enemies,
but disobeying God. God's word becomes a stumbling stone
and rock of offense to many because his promises often
conflict with our circumstances. The fact that God calls us to
trust him amid trouble makes many people stumble because
they do not believe the Lord. God instructs Isaiah, and those
who are with him, to trust the Lord's provision amid trouble.
In this third speech to Isaiah, we learn about how to hope in
God amid trouble.

ISAIAH INSTRUCTS HIS

FOLLOWERS (ISAIAH 8:16-22)
Remarkably, Isaiah acts on this instruction. In this section, we
need to evaluate our life. Are we hoping in God amid our
trials? First, hoping in God means that we are an example to
other. In Isaiah 8:17, we learn that Isaiah is an example to his
disciples. Isaiah says, "I will wait for the Lord," and "I will
hope in him." Moreover, he and his children are signs for the
people. In this season, is your life a sign to others of the
goodness of our God? Are you an example for others to follow
in this season?

Second, hoping in God means that we are patient. Notice verse
19. In this verse, the people of Judah will turn to Isaiah’s
disciples and ask them to follow vain practices like consulting
the dead for the living. These practices are vain, and God's
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people should not turn to them amid crisis. Does your life
exemplify patience? Hoping in God results in a life that waits
on God. While waiting, do not turn to vain practices to find an
answer.

Third, Isaiah directs his followers’ attention to the teaching
and the testimony. Hoping in God means that we focus on
God’s word. During this crisis, what information do you
gravitate toward? If you are sending hours on your news-feed
and no time in the word, then you are not hoping in the Lord.
Isaiah directs his disciples' attention to the word of God (20).

Fourth, hoping in God means that we speak according to the
word of God (20). What have you been talking about during
this pandemic? Hoping in God leads to speaking about the
word of God.

Fifth, anticipate the coming dawn (20). Although God is hiding
his face from his people so that they see only darkness, a
glorious dawn is coming. Isaiah anticipate this. Are we? Are
you reminding yourself that there will be an end to these
trials? Are you reminding yourself that soon we will live
forever with God?

Sixth, know that before the dawn comes, the darkness is very
dark (21-22). Isaiah describes the people as distressed (21),
hungry (21), enraged (22), cursing (22), seeing only darkness
(22), and the gloom of thick darkness (22). Thus, Isaiah further 
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outlines how we are to live as those who hope in God amid
trouble. Hoping in God means that we prepare ourselves for a
season of difficulty. 

PROPHECY FOR THE NATIONS:

SALVATION (9:1-7)
Although God will bring judgment on those who have rejected
God's provision, God promises that he will save those who
have rejected his provision. Wow! I am always amazed by our
Lord. Let's look at verse 1. This prophecy is directed toward
Zebulun and Naphtali. These were two northern tribes of
Israel whose land was probably conquered on more than one
occasion throughout the history of Israel. Isaiah's reference to
the "former time" refers to this reality. According to Isaiah's
prophecy, however, there will be a "later time." In other
words, the former time of being conquered is not going to be
the case in the "later time." Instead, this later time will be a
glorious time for this land! Now, let's not forget. The nation of
Israel and the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali have not trusted
God's provision but have been faithless in how they interact
with God and how they have treated one another. Yet, their
future is glorious.

Their glorious future is the result of God shining on them!
Now, Isaiah 9:2 contrasts with Isaiah 8:17. Let's compare these
verses.
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Isaiah 8:17: I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding his face
from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him.

Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shone.

Church family, the darkness that God's people are
experiencing in Isaiah 7-10, results from God hiding his face
from them (8:17). We are currently memorizing Psalm 67,
which begins with a request for "God's face to shine upon us"
(Psalm 67:1). Thus, something monumental has happened
between 8:17 and 9:2. God is no longer hiding his shining face
from his people! And the result is glorious. Soon, this land
will be turned into thrones and briers (7:23-25), but later, the
land will be glorious.

The result of God shining on his people is that they have the
guarantee of a joyous future (3). Notice how God is working
for his people in these verses. God is the subject of the first
two lines of verse 3. God multiplies the nation, and God
increases its joy. Notice also that the future joy of his people
is profound. God compares this future joy to the joy
experienced at harvest (3), and the joy experienced when
defeating an enemy in battle (3).
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We should note that the harvests in Israel – wheat, barley, and
summer harvests – were often associated with Israel's
festivals. The idea is this: the harvests represented the
moments of most profound celebration in Israel. The idea is
this: you most profound moments of joy are shadows of our
future joy. We should also comment that our future joy is
compared to defeating an enemy in battle. We can all imagine
the joy and relief that an army must have experienced in the
ancient world when they were the ones left standing to collect
a reward. These moments of intense celebration are shadows
of the joy God will give to his people!

Isaiah ends this prophecy with a threefold repetition of the
word "for" (4, 5, 6). Each of these verses described the reason
why God's people will experience future joy. First, we learn in
verses 4-5 that God's people's oppressors will be destroyed.
This salvation is compared to the day of Midian. The day of
Midian is the day when God saved his people by the hand of
Gideon in Judges 6. In that story, we learn about how Gideon
asks God for three signs to confirm that God was speaking to
him, and God gives him three signs: the first is fire coming
from heaven to consume his sacrifice; the second is dew on
the ground but not on his fleece, and the third is dew on the
fleece but not the ground. After having assurance in God, God
tested Gideon. He made him dwindle his military down to 300
men, and with these 300 men, God defeated the Midianites.
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Do you what has just happened? God's salvation of his people
in Judges 6 is a model for how God will save them in the
future. Just as Gideon asked for a sign – three signs in fact, so
Ahaz is told to request a sign. Ahaz, however, fails where
Gideon succussed. You see, Gideon's request was done in
faith, and Ahaz's was not. Nonetheless, God will work
salvation, but it will be surprising and unexpected salvation.
Just as God delivered his people from the Midianites with 300
people, so God will deliver his people in the future by a child.

This leads us to verses 6-7. God's people will experience
future joy and deliverance from their enemies because the son
will be born. This son will be the rightful King. Notice how,
unlike Ahaz, he is. This future King will carry the government
on his shoulders; Ahaz's kingdom is crumbling (6). The
rightful king will be the "Wonderful Counselor.” Unlike Ahaz,
whose counsel is awful, the coming king will give good
counsel. This title indicates something important. It shows us
that when we wait on God, we are amazed! That idea is
communicated by the word “wonderful.” The coming king is
also the "Mighty God." Ahaz is weak, but the coming rightful
king is mighty. Moreover, he is God himself. Thus, those who
hope in God are secure. The coming king is the "Everlasting
Father." This means that his kingdom is permanent, unlike
Ahaz’s, which is crumbling before him. Still, we need to note
that Isaiah calls him “Father.” The idea here is that we belong
with him. Finally, the coming king is called the "Prince of 
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Peace." There is no peace for Ahaz. The rightful king,
however, will himself be the peace of his people. This King is
who God's people need. We need one whose plans are far
superior to Ahaz's. We need God himself, who is not
constrained by time and who works peace for the weak. This
King is who God's people need. And this is who we get.

Notice in verse 7. This King's kingdom increases contrary to
Ahaz's kingdom, which is dwindling. This King's kingdom is
characterized by peace; Ahaz's is surrounded by military
enemies. Why is this future King's kingdom so much better?
The answer is stunning: because it is characterized by justice
and righteousness. These terms summarize the covenant. In
other words, when the covenant is kept, the OT, justice, and
righteousness is being upheld. Jesus works justice and
righteousness. He heals the sick; he forgives the sins of the
wicked; he clams the seas; he puts an ear back on, and he dies
our death to rise again victorious!

Church family, the zeal of the Lord accomplishes this. God's
passion is directed toward this end. The establishment of his
kingdom on the earth where a son of David who is none other
than the mighty God is enthroned as King! Ahaz exists in the
story of time for this purpose. His purpose is to foil our
coming King. The coming King is nothing like Ahaz, and that
causes profound joy!
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In this final section, we are encouraged that salvation is
coming for sinners who hope in God!

CONCLUSION

Church family let’s hope in God amid this pandemic. If there
is any non-Christian here, I’d encourage you to come to Jesus
today. Turn from your sin and trust in Jesus. He is the rightful
king who has come for you.
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Let's Pray
Oh God, help us to hope in you during this difficult season.
Please, also draw the lost to you today. We pray these things in
Jesus name, amen.


