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Growing up, I struggled with the doctrine of assurance.
Doubting if I were truly saved or a big phony was a common
thought in my mind, and I quickly realized that I was not
alone. I can remember that the first two people I opened up to
about this admitted that they had struggled with the same
doubts. Still, many of the conversations that I have had this
past year have dealt with this issue. I have heard many of you
tell me that you hope that you will spend eternity with the
Lord, but that you are not sure. As I ask further questions
about these doubts, I have realized that many people struggle
with assurance because they have a distorted view of God.
Often, people tell me that they doubt because their sin is
great. Our sin truly is great, but we have failed to grasp is that
God is bigger and stronger than our sin.

Church family, sometimes, people should wonder if they are
genuinely saved. For example, if you have adopted the attitude 
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that sin is light, God will just forgive me because that is what
he does, then you should be terrified. That is not how
Christians act.

Yet, I am convinced that many of us should have assurance
because we believe that Jesus died for us. I hope, therefore, to
present to you an accurate picture of our Lord so that you
might persevere amid these troubling times with full
assurance (Hebrews 10:22).

Today's sermon's main point is that God transforms intense
judgment into glorious salvation because he is concerned for
his glory. I hope that this message today will change us in two
ways: 1) I want you to be equipped to remember God's glory,
and 2) I want true believers to persevere with full assurance.

Now immediately, we might think that God’s concern for his
glory is prideful. Let’s first address this thought. It is
impossible for God to be proud since pride is by definition a
man trying to be like god. God is God; therefore, he cannot be
proud. This fact is also illustrated by the reality that one of
the words in Hebrew for “pride” just means to be “high.”
When this word described God, it means he is exalted or
majestic. When it is used to describe man, it means pride.
Again, it is impossible for God to be proud.

Let’s think of it this way. When an Olympic athlete receives a
gold medal and receives all of the praise while on the podium, 
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no one would say of that athlete, “They are proud for wearing
that medal.” No one would say that because they deserve that
praise. Now if I walked around our church with an Olympic
gold medal around my neck, you would say that I am being
proud. You would say that because I did not earn or deserve
that medal. You see, God cannot be proud because he deserves
all praise and glory.

In fact, it is right for God to be concerned about his glory. My
semester just ended, and imagine that I gave all of my A
students Fs. What would you say? You would say that is
wrong! You see, it is right to give A students their glory of an
A because they earned it. Similarly, it is right to give God
praise because he deserves all praise!

Thus, the main idea of today’s sermon – God saves us for his
glory – is right. It is also a comfort for us because God’s glory
results in our salvation.  We will see these ideas today in this
sermon.

We will divide this text into two sections. First, in Isaiah 9:8-
10:4, Isaiah discusses God's intense judgment of his people.
Second, in Isaiah 10:5-34, Isaiah details how God's judgment
moves to salvation.

Let's investigate these two important ideas together now.

ADVEN T  S ER I E S  |  TH E  K I NG  OF  TH E  K I NGDOM

3



GOD'S ANGER IS NOT TURNED

AWAY (ISAIAH 9:8-10:4)
The phrase "for all this his anger has not turned away, and his
hand is stretched out still" is the refrain of Isaiah 9:8-10:4. We
see the refrain at Isaiah 9:12, 17, 21, and 10:4. Together, these
verses describe the decay of God's people from moral
compromise to national devastation.

First, this phrase frames verses 8-12. In these first verses,
Isaiah explains that God will judge his people for their
arrogance (8). The people's pride leads them to exclaim that
although they have suffered devastation, their bricks have
fallen, and their sycamores are cut down, they will rebuild
better and stronger. Notice how they intend to replace brick
with dressed stone and sycamores with cedars (10). The
people have failed to understand that their current
devastation is the result of God judging their sin. Instead of
turning to the Lord amid their trouble (13), they have ignored
the Lord and become prideful. Israel's pride causes God to
raise her enemies against her to devour her further. Thus,
God's anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched
out still (12).

Second, this phrase frames verses 13-17. In these verses, we
learn that God judges his people's leaders and citizens
because they are all godless (17). Isaiah points out that the 
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leaders have led the people astray. They shoulder much blame
for the nation's moral decay, but not all of it (16). The people
likewise speak folly and do evil like their leaders (17).  Thus,
God promises to judge them with severe judgment. Despite
this judgment, God's anger has not turned away, and his hand
is stretched out still (12).

Third, the phrase frames verses 18-21. In these verses, we
learn that God's judgment results in civil strife. Isaiah uses the
image of a fire in these verses to describe the wickedness of
the people. It has spread like a fire consuming everything (18).
Wickedness has spread throughout the entire city. Isaiah,
then, redirects the image of fire in verse 19. The wrath of the
Lord is also a fire, and the people are its firewood. Isaiah,
then, transitions to the image of famine. The food that
remains is eaten, but those who eat it are not satisfied. The
people will, then, turn to cannibalism. God's judgment brings
intense civil strife to God's people. Still, God's anger has not
turned away, and his hand is stretched out still (12).

Fourth, the phrase frames Isaiah 10:1-4. Isaiah explains that
national destruction is coming. This destruction is on the
horizon because Israel's lawmakers have not administered
justice; they have not upheld righteousness. Instead, verse 2
tells us that they have turned from given justice to the needy,
and they have robbed the poor of justice. The lawmakers have
made the weakest of Israelite society – the widow and the
orphan – their spoil and prey (2).
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Getting rich by oppressing the weak infuriates the Lord.
Notice the drastic shift of verse 3. God is not merely talking
about these lawmakers (as he did in 10:1), but now he speaks
directly to them. He asks three questions:

1) What will you do on the day of punishment?
2) To whom will you flee? 
3) Where will you leave your wealth?

These questions are all answered in verse 4. What will they
do? They will be taken as a prisoner of war or lay dead on the
floor. To whom will they flee for help? No one. Where will
they leave their wealth? Nowhere for Assyria will take it for
themselves. Still, verse 4 tells us the anger of the Lord has
not returned, and his hand is stretched out still.

Church family, the sin of God's people is awful. Their pride
has led to evil deeds, and God has rightly promised judgment
upon them. We, like Judah, are often consumed with pride
that leads to evil deeds. The thought that "I deserve" or "I am
better than so and so" are sneaky thoughts that manifest
themselves behind most sins. God will punish this sin
intensely. The first step of assurance is taking this fact
seriously: we deserve intense judgment because of our sin.
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GOD'S ANGER TURNS AWAY

(ISAIAH 10:5-34)
Although God's anger had not turned from his people in Isaiah
9:8-10:4, it soon will (Isaiah 10:5-34). There is a dramatic shift,
a cosmic shift that occurs in Isaiah 10:5-34. This shift always
occurs whenever God's anger towards sinners transforms into
grace toward sinners! We are about ready to see God move
from intense judgment to joyous salvation, and there is a
reason why this happens. This reality is discussed in Ezekiel
36, Isaiah 36-37, and Romans 3, and I'd imagine countless
other passages. Church family, I want you to understand this
point because I am convinced that this doctrine is the key to
unlocking great joy and assurance for all of God's people. The
doctrine is that God saves us for his glory.

So, let's investigate how God's anger turns to grace in Isaiah
10 together.

Judgment on Assyria (10:5-19)
God's anger turns away from his people toward Assyria in the
rest of chapter 10. We see that Isaiah has shifted from
announcing "woe" on the lawmakers of Israel in verse 1 to
announcing "woe" on Assyria in verse 5. The term "woe" is a
term of distress and dismay (5). Disaster is coming upon
Assyria because of her pride – the same reason disaster comes 
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The king boasted that his commanders are all foreign
kings (8). The king of Assyria has defeated and subjected
many kings to his authority. 
He further boasts about the cities he has conquered (9).
These were important military cities to the north of God's
people, and Assyria has defeated them all. 
He concludes that he is stronger than the gods of these
other nations (10, 13, 14). 

The climax of a battle in the ancient world was when
the victorious army captured the city's idols and
carried them away. Thus, when one nation in the
ancient world defeated an enemy, they believed that
they also defeated that nation's gods (10). 
The king exclaims that he removes the nations’
boundaries, which is an insult to the other nations'
gods who were believed to have given them their
territory. 
The king pridefully claims that no one can withhold
treasure from him, not even the other gods (14). 

He believes that he is victorious because of his strength
and his wisdom (13).

to God's people (9:9). Pride is the declaration of independence
from God, and Isaiah records for us two short speeches of
Assyria – one in verses 8-11 and another in verses 13-14 – that
illustrate Assyria's pride. We see the king’s pride in the
following ways:

1.

2.

3.

a.

b.

c.

4.
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The pinnacle of Assyria's pride, however, is found in verse 11.
Remember, today's sermon's main idea is that God saves his
people because of his glory. That idea is at the center of verse
11. Here, the king defames the glory of God. The king says, 

"Shall I not do to Jerusalem and her idols as I have done to
Samaria and her images (11)?"

The king has assumed that the Lord is just like the other gods
(10-11). He claims that the other nations' gods are greater than
the God of Jerusalem (10). This point changes everything,
church family. Here, God redirects his judgment from his
people to Assyria. God does this because he is concerned for
his glory.

We see that judgment has shifted from Jerusalem to Assyria
because of these two speeches. This detail is evident in two
speeches of God in verse 12 and verses 15-19. In verse 12,
Isaiah says that God will turn his anger from Jerusalem to
Assyria because of this word: namely, the word that says that
the Lord is like all of the other gods (10-11). Isaiah, then,
describes that God will judge Assyria with sickness and fire.
God shifts his judgment to Assyria because of his concern for
his glory.

Salvation for Israel (10:20-27)
Assyria has profaned the Lord's glory, and when that happens,
a new era begins. In other words, God's concern for his glory 
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transforms God's judgment of his people into glorious
salvation. Notice verse 20 begins with the phrase, "In that
day." Do you see, church family? We are no longer talking
about the former day of judgment, the former day of God's
anger. Soon Isaiah will lead God's people to sing about this
reality. Isaiah 12:1 says, "You will say in that day: 'I will give
thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away, that you might comfort me.'" We
learned about this day in Isaiah 9:1. There is a future day of
salvation for God’s people, unlike the former day.

This reality is also clear since, on that day, God's people
depend on the Lord (10:20). Do you see, church family?
Previously, Ahaz did not depend on the Lord, nor did the
people (Isaiah 7:10-13). They relied on their potential military
alliances, not the Lord, but that is the former day, church
family. In the latter day, the day when God's wrath is
transformed into grace because he is concerned for his glory,
God's people will depend on him.

This future reality should utterly transform God's people
immediately. There should have been an immediate
transformation in Isaiah's day. Church, the function of
prophecy is to affect an immediate change. We often misread
prophecy. We treat it as a code that can only be understood
with a newspaper in our hands. Church, this idea is largely
misguided. We should not treat prophecy like a code. God has 
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predicted future judgment on Assyria and salvation for Israel
for immediate transformation: they would be courageous
(10:24). The people are to take courage in the Lord (see Isaiah
8:11-13) despite their scary circumstances. 

Church family, this world is filled with frightening realities.
We must understand that the context of God's salvation is
always scary realities. Look at Isaiah 10:26. Isaiah describes
God's future salvation as similar to how he saved his people
against Midian (Judges 6) and similar to his salvation of his
people from Egypt (Exodus 14-15). In Judges 6, God told
Gideon to reduce his army to 300 men. Going to battle against
Midian with 300 people is a scary reality. Likewise, God
directed his people after they left Egypt so that when Egypt
came after them, they would be trapped: the army would be
on one side, and the Red Sea would be on the other. This
reality is, again, scary. Yet, in both of these instances, God
worked an amazing salvation. Is this not how we got saved?
The Bible tells us that the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus (Romans 6:23). God saves his
people amid scary circumstances on purpose. The purpose is
so that everyone would know that he is the true God. There is
no god like him. IN other words, he saves us in this way for
his glory! This paradigm is how God saves his people.

Judgment on Assyria (10:28-34)
Verses 28-24 prove this point. Here, Isaiah vividly portrays
Assyria as on the attack against Jerusalem. The king of Assyria 

ADVEN T  S ER I E S  |  TH E  K I NG  OF  TH E  K I NGDOM

1 1



will make his way terrifying cities in Judah. He will arrive at
Nob – a town about a mile north of Jerusalem (32). Assyria and
her powerful army will make it to the doorstep of the capital.
This reality is frightening, but this is when God acts. The Lord
will swoop down with terrifying power and cut down Assyria
with the ax (33-34). Salvation comes amid trouble for this
brings immense glory to God!

Isaiah 36-37 describes the reality predicted here. Assyria is at
the doorsteps of Jerusalem, threatening utter destruction and
taunting the Lord. The general of the Assyrian army even
speaks to the people of Jerusalem in Isaiah 36:18-20:

18 Beware lest Hezekiah mislead you by saying, "The LORD
will deliver us." Has any of the gods of the nations
delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 19
Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the
gods of Sepharvaim? Have they delivered Samaria out of
my hand? 20 Who among all the gods of these lands have
delivered their lands out of my hand, that the LORD
should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?'"

Notice that the general of the army is defaming God’s glory.
He is assuming that the Lord is no different than the other
gods. Notice what Isaiah and his officials do in light of this
threat.
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1 As soon as King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes and
covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of
the LORD. 2 And he sent Eliakim, who was over the
household, and Shebna the secretary, and the senior priests,
covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah the son of
Amoz. 3 They said to him, "Thus says Hezekiah, 'This day is a
day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have
come to the point of birth, and there is no strength to bring
them forth. 4 It may be that the LORD your God will hear the
words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of
Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the
words that the LORD your God has heard; therefore lift up
your prayer for the remnant that is left.'"

Despite these fearful circumstances, God fights for his people.
The Lord is unlike all of the other gods for he is the living
God. The Lord will fight for his people to prove to the
Assyrians that he is the true God (Isa 37:5). Do you see what
God does? God saved his people in a miraculous way so that
everyone knows he is the true God. God saves his people for
his glory.

CONCLUSION

Church family let's revisit the main point of today’s sermon.
God saves his people for his glory. I am convinced that we will
experience incredibly benefits when we grasp this truth. You
see, many of us think that God saved us because he loved us,
and this notion is correct. God did save us because he loved us 
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(John 3:16; Ephesians 2:4-6). Yet, there is something more
foundational happening when God saves us. He loves us
because he loves his glory and we, as God’s people, say
something about his glory. You see we cannot merely root
God’s love for us in ourself. We are not always lovable. If we
do that, we will doubt. We will think that God is wrong to love
us because we are not lovable. If, instead, must root our
assurance in the fact that God is concerned for his glory.
When we do this, we will be comforted because it is always
good and right for God to be concerned about his glory.

Church, whenever we are tempted to doubt God’s grace, I
want to equip us. Adopt one of the following phrases: “yes, I
am a sinner, because Jesus died for me” or “yes, my sin is
bigger, but Jesus is bigger and stronger than my sin.” Let’s fix
our eyes on our glorious God works everything out for our
good and his glory.

Non-Christian friend, come to Jesus today. He loves to glorify
himself by saving the lost. Would you come to him today?
Coming to him is as simple as turning from your sin and
trusting that Jesus died for you. Will you come to him today?
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Let's Pray
God, assure us of your work in our life and draw the lost 
to you today. We pray these things in Jesus name, amen.


