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Of course, you all remember last year’s thanksgiving sermon. I
preached on the shortest chapter in the Bible – Psalm 117 – and
explained how gravy could cover many thanksgiving blunders.
Church family, the gravy to the Christian life is God’s, loyal love.
We learned about that last Thanksgiving. This year we are going
to learn more about God’s loyal love. Today, we will learn that
God’s loyal love wholly and utterly transforms us, which is the
sermon's main point. It transforms our worship; it transforms
our mission, and it transforms our confidence. Thus, as we leave
today’s service and meal, I hope that we would be encouraged to
live transformed lives in light of this psalm.

This psalm can be divided into three sections. First, the psalm
begins with David worshiping the Lord (1-3). Second, David
describes that the nations will worship the Lord too. Third,
David ends the psalm by expressing great confidence in God’s
tender care.

Let’s investigate this psalm together as we read and study Psalm
138.
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David Worships because of the Lord’s
Loyal Love (138:1-3)

Let’s first notice that the trajectory of this psalm is David
praising the Lord. This fact is evident when we observe the first
four main clauses: 1) “I give you thanks (1),” 2) “I sing your
praise (1),” 3) “I bow down to your holy temple (2),” and 4) “I give
thanks to your name (2).” Notice that David is the subject of
each sentence and that in each clause, he is worshiping. Finally,
the object of David’s worship in each of these clauses is the
Lord. The clear trajectory of this psalm is David praising the
Lord.

David’s praise, as described in verses 1-3, is exclusively for the
Lord. It is not divided at all. We see this in verse 1 when David
says that “I praise you with all of my heart (1).” To say that
David praises God with his heart indicates that his praise is
sincere and true. He means it. However, to say that he praises
God with all of his heart indicates not only the sincerity of
David’s praise but the exclusiveness of his praise. David’s praise
is exclusively for the Lord.

The exclusively of David’s praise is also found in the second half
of verse 1. Here David says that “I sing your praises before the
gods.” Gods here do not refer to a group of beings that share
the same essence as the Lord. The Lord is not one among many
true gods; rather, he alone is God! Yet, people worship many
other gods; we call these gods with a little “g.” This reality is 
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true today, and it was true in David’s day. David’s neighbors
worshiped gods like Baal, the Canaanite god of fertility because
they thought that worshiping him would guarantee them lots of
wealth. Likewise, people, today worship money and work. They
think that if they work really hard, then they will be happy.
David does not worship any of these gods; he worships the Lord
alone, as should we.

We see this same idea – that David’s worship is for the Lord
exclusively – in verse 2. We see this since David says that “I bow
down to your temple (2).” David does not bow down to the
temples of other gods, and many of these existed around him.
Rather, he bows down toward the temple of the Lord alone.
Likewise, we should notice that he says, “I give thanks to your
name (2).” Again, David’s worship flows in one direction – to the
Lord and to him alone.

Now, in verse 2, we see why David’s praise is exclusively for the
Lord. The answer is amazing. David worships the Lord
exclusively because of God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
Church family, these terms “steadfast love” and “faithfulness”
are terms that summarize God’s relationship to his people. We
could describe these terms simply as God’s “loyal love.” God
relates to his people with loyal love! This reality is what our
English congregation has been seeing as we march through
Genesis. Both of our congregations just finished studying
Ephesians, and we learned about this theme there too. In
Ephesians 2:1-6, we discovered that we were spiritually dead, 
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following the devil, and by nature children of wrath because of
sin, but God, because of his loyal love, saved us! This reality that
God is continuously loyal to us despite us moves David to
worship God exclusively!

Now, the second half of Psalm 138:2 and verse 3 are
breathtaking. David says, “for you have magnified above all
things, your name, your word.” Notice what God does with his
name and his word. He magnifies it above all things. How does
he do this? I think the idea is that God magnifies his name and
his word by displaying loyal love to his people (2). According to
verse 3, this loyal love means that when David cries out to the
Lord, the Lord answers. It means that when David is weak, the
Lord gives him strength. This tender care causes David to offer
his praises to the Lord alone.

Church family, when we experience pain, sadness, and distress,
God hears, and God answers. And when he does, he magnifies
his name because, in those moments of sorrow, we learn more
about the tender care of God. God is not too high to bend his
knee and wipe away our tears. This act, then, of brokenness and
sadness is an opportunity for the Lord to magnify his name.
Knowing this leads us to do what David does in verse 1: we
thank the Lord; we sing his praises; we bow down to him, and
we say thank you for your loyal love!

This reality must transform the way we think about suffering, a
common theme of 2020. These moments of pain,
disappointment, relational conflict, financial distress, political 

NOVEMBER  2 2 ,  2 0 2 0  |  1 1 T H  S T R E E T  BAP T I S T  CHURCH

4



uncertainty, uncertain health are all moments for us to
experience God’s tender care and to magnify God’s name and
his word! So, let’s take these moments, church family.

The Nation’s Will Worship because of the

Lord’s Loyal Love (138:4-6)

In verses 4-5, David switches his attention to the nations, and
we should expect this given the first three verses. In verses 1-3,
David told us that he doesn’t worship any other god, which is
not true of the other nations. Moreover, we learned that God’s
tender care is how God magnifies his name in the world. Thus,
it is not surprising that David would assert that the nations will
likewise praise the Lord. Let’s notice why the nations praise the
Lord in verses 4-5. 1) They have heard the words of your mouth
(4), and 2) they know that great is the glory of the Lord (5).

Church, the nations – kings of the earth – have heard David tell
them about the Lord’s tender care, which is none other than his
glory. Again, we serve an amazing God. Look at verses 4-5.
God’s tender care is his glory! Paul told us in Ephesians 1 that
the climax of God’s glory is his grace. He got that from passages
like Psalm 138.

So, church family, let’s be encouraged to speak of God’s tender
care to others. I know that this is difficult. I, too, experience
difficulty sharing the gospel with strangers and family 
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Even if David walks in distress, God will preserve his life.
God will stretch out his hand to destroy his enemies.
God’s right hand will deliver him.

members. Sometimes I get paralyzed by anxious reflection even
though I want to progress to confident proclamation. We will do
this more successfully when we meditate on God’s steadfast
love and know that God’s name is magnified through our
preaching.

David’s Confidence in the Lord’s Loyal Love

(138:7-8)
David concludes this psalm with confidence. In verse 7, he
repeats in three different ways how the Lord will care for him:

1.
2.
3.

Amid grave trouble, David has confidence that God will care for
him!

This confidence continues in verse 8. Here, David claims that
God will fulfill his purposes for David because of God’s loyal
love. This leads him to make one last request in verse 8. Do not
forsake me? Although David knows that God will not leave him,
he still asks.

Application
Over and over again in Scripture, the biblical authors speak
about the loyal love of our God. God is continuously and  
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consistently loyal to his people. If you have turned from your
sins and trusted that Jesus died for you, then Jesus’
righteousness has been given to you as a gift. If this describes
you, you are God’s people. For you, I say, “God’s love for you is
constant and consistent despite you.” This reality transforms.
In other words, if that last statement is true of you, you are
radically transformed. We see that this reality had three effects
in David’s life. 1) he worshiped, 2) he evangelized, and 3) he had
confidence in God’s care.

Church family, God’s loyal love must have the same effects in
us. I challenge you this week to worship God in song more. I
also challenge you to share the gospel this week. God’s loyal
love in David’s life led other kings to hear the word of the Lord
and to sing praises to God. Share the gospel with the lost this
week. Right now, people are dying and going to hell. Each day,
roughly 150,000 people die. Most of the people slip into an
eternity of hell because they did not know Christ. Don’t let that
be your family member, your friends, or your neighbors. Do
everything in your power this week to share the gospel with the
lost that they might sing praises to our great God. Finally, I
challenge you to have confidence this week. God’s loyal love
caused David to have confidence that God would protect him
and accomplish his purposes in his life. Church family, God’s
loyal love makes us confident. Let’s be confident this week
amid the troubles of 2020.
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Let's Pray
God, let us see, know, love, and rejoice more deeply in your
loyal love. As your loyal love becomes more central in our life,
please move us to transformation. Let us be a people who gladly
sing songs to you, who share the gospel with the lost, and who
have confidence even in trying times. Do this for the
magnification of your name and your word. We pray these
things in Jesus' name, amen.
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