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God’s Kingdom despite God’s People, Again &
Again - Genesis 28:10-32:1
Pastor Anthony Ferguson

In Genesis 28:10-32:1, we see the brokenness of humanity
again and again, but that is not all. We see the generous
and gracious care of God. This theme is not new; rather,
Moses is describing these realities over and over again to
us on purpose. He is illustrating these realities to us to
highlight that God's care is despite his people in every
generation! This again is the truth we will see today.
The main point of today's sermon is that God cares for
his people graciously and generously.
Church family, this idea should transform us. Here are
just a few ways: 1) This topic leads to joyful worship.
When we see that God could have condemned us
but instead overwhelms us with his goodness, we
worship! 2) This topic leads to concerned prayer.
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When we see God for how magnificent he is and when we
understand sin as rebellion against the God of this
universe, we beg God that he would keep us from sin. 3)
This topic leads to evangelistic prayer. Knowing that God
cares for us despite us causes us to beg that others
would experience this grace. 4) This topic leads us to
share the gospel. Again, God cares for sinners despite
them. Since the gospel is how people get saved, we are
moved to share it.
Let's now investigate this theme again in Genesis 28:1032:1 and beg that God would transform us.

GOD'S CARE AT BETHEL: HE MAKES
PROMISES (GENESIS 28:10-22)
God's Gracious Care: In Genesis 28, we learn that God
appears to Jacob while he journeys to Haran. God affirms
to Jacob on this journey that God's covenant with
Abraham will pass onto Jacob. We read in Genesis 28:1315 that God promises that,
He will give to Jacob and his offspring the land
promised to Abraham (28:13)
Jacob's offspring will be numerous (28:14)
The nations will be blessed in Jacob (28:14)
This was God's covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15) that
was passed down to Isaac (Genesis 26:2-5; 26:24-25)
and is now passed down to Jacob (Genesis 28:13-15).
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God has just made the greatest promise of all to Jacob. He
promises that his kingdom would be established in Jacob
and his offspring. This is amazing.
Jacob's Brokenness: Moses highlights the undeserved
nature of God's promise. In Genesis 25, Jacob stole Esau's
birthright (25:29-24). Then, in Genesis 27, Jacob stole
Esau's blessings (27:1-45). In fact, Jacob is journeying to
Haran because of Esau's murderous threats (Genesis 27:4245). Yet, God appears to Jacob with a glorious promise.
God's kingdom will be established in an offspring of Jacob.
God's undeserved favor is profound.
The undeserved nature of God's promise is also
highlighted by Jacob's reply, which is less than impressive
(Genesis 28:20-22). Basically, in Genesis 28:20-22, Jacob
vows that if God keeps him safe and returns him back to
his father's house in peace, then Jacob will be devoted to
the Lord. We shouldn't be impressed. Neither Abraham
nor Isaac responded to God's promise this way. Let's
remember Genesis 15. Abraham simply believes God's
promise, and this is counted as righteousness (15:6). Isaac
responds with worship in Genesis 26:25. Jacob responds
with worship too, but there is a condition to future
worship: his safety (Genesis 28:20-22). Yet, God does not
appear to Jacob again and revoke his promise. He knows
Jacob's character is defective, yet God will establish
his kingdom through him. God's care is both
gracious and generous.
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GOD'S CARE IN HARAN: HE PROVIDES
A FAMILY (GENESIS 29-30:24)
God's Gracious Care: In Genesis 29, we see God's
extraordinary care for Jacob again. First, we see that
Jacob meets Rebekah almost immediately after arriving
at Haran. As noted, it was high day, which was not the
time to gather livestock together (29:7) when Jacob met
Rebekah. God wasted no time in bringing Jacob to
Laban's family. This act is an act of God's gracious care.
Second, we see that Laban does not accept Jacob as free
labor but asks him what his wages will be (29:15).
Jacob's request that his wages be a marriage to Rachel.
Third, we see that God gives lots of children to Leah,
Rachel, and their servants. God's grace is evident
throughout this passage.
1) Laban's Brokenness: Amid God's generous care of
Jacob, we see broken Laban. He tricks Jacob into
marrying Leah by switching his daughters at night
(29:21-30). Interestingly, in God's sovereignty, Laban is
a trickster, just like Jacob. Yet, Jacob and Laban are
radically different. Notice that their sin is not different;
they are both big tricksters. The difference is that God
has decided that Jacob would be his people, and this is
despite Jacob. The purpose of having Laban sin, just
like Jacob, is to highlight God's undeserving
grace! God's grace is generous!
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2) Jacob's, Leah's, and Rachel's Brokenness: God's amazing
care shines through the brokenness of Jacob, Leah, and
Rachel. We see this brokenness illustrated in each of
their lives when they suggest that Jacob has children
through their handmaids. Although this practice was
legal, we know that this was not ideal. Moreover, we see
great contention between Leah and Rachel in these
verses. Truly, Jacob's family is broken. Despite this
brokenness, God is good. He gives lots of children to
Jacob.

GOD'S CONTINUAL CARE IN HARAN:
HE PROVIDES HIM WITH WEALTH

(GENESIS 30:25-31:21)
We see God care for Jacob in Genesis 30-31 despite the
defects of Laban and despite Jacob's own defects. In
these verses, Jacob asks for Laban to send him to his
father's house. Laban, however, resists this request. He
has learned through divination that his riches over the
past 14 years is the result of the Lord blessing Jacob
(30:27). Laban does not want to lose his ATM. Thus, he
asks again for Jacob to name his wages. Jacob asks that
Laban pay him in speckled, spotted, and black livestock
(30:32, 33).
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1) Laban's Brokenness: Laban opposes Jacob greatly in
these chapters. First, Jacob requests that his wages be
the speckled, spotted, and black livestock to prove his
honesty (30:33). We learn in Genesis 31 that Laban
questioned Jacob when animals are eaten by wild beasts
or stolen (31:39). Thus, Jacob asked for the speckled,
spotted, and black livestock to prove his honesty.
Second, after agreeing to these terms, Laban removes
the striped and spotted livestock and gave them to his
sons before Jacob could collect them (30:35). Finally,
Laban changed Jacob's wages ten times. You could
imagine Laban seeing the speckled livestock increasing
in number, and Laban says, "I never said anything about
the speckled ones! (31:8)." He does this type of trickery
ten times (31:7-8, 41).
2) Jacob's Brokenness: God blessed Jacob despite Laban
and despite Jacob. We might expect to see some
improvement in Jacob's character at this point in the
story, but we do not. Rather, we see Jacob cowardly flee
from before Laban. This act is, again, less than
impressive. Moses tells us that Jacob stole the heart of
Laban here (31:20). Instead of confronting Laban with
his need to return to his family, Jacob flees, and Moses
describes the effect of this on Laban: his heart was
stolen. Again, Jacob is less than impressive.
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God's Gracious Care: Despite Laban's and Jacob's tricks,
God blesses Jacob. We see in Genesis 31:7 that God did not
permit Laban to do Jacob harm (31:7). Although Laban
deceitfully changed Jacob's wages ten times, God provided
for Jacob abundantly. This care is certainly undeserved.

GOD'S CARE FOR JACOB AT
GILEAD (GENESIS 31:22-32:1)
Three days after Jacob left Haran, news came to Laban.
Seven days later, Laban confronted Jacob in Gilead. In this
scene, we see God's blessings shine amid the brokenness
of people.
1) Laban's Brokenness: Moses again describes Laban as
utterly broken. First, we see that he does not worship the
Lord but his household gods (31:30, 34). Second, he desires
to harm Jacob for leaving him (31:29). Third, although he is
certainly sad that his family is gone, we learned earlier
that the main reason for this sadness is financial loss.
Laban is clearly broken.
2) Jacob's Brokenness: Moses again does not hide Jacob's
brokenness to us. He runs away, not because he loves the
Lord, but because he was afraid that Laban would take his
family (31:31). Although this fear is justified, his running
away is less than impressive. Bravery and courage
are what God calls for in a time like this. Jacob,
however, runs in fear.
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3) Rachel's Brokenness: Moses describes Rachel, Joseph's
mom, as broken too. In Genesis 31:33-35, we learn that
Rachel stole her dad's household gods and then lied about
it. We are not sure why she did this? Did she steal them
because she wanted to continue to worship them or to get
back at her dad for his mistreatment of her? Regardless,
this act is disappointing. Church family, again w see that
God's care is despite his people.
God's Gracious Care: God's grace shines through all of
this brokenness. We see that God appears to Laban in a
dream to warn him not to hurt Jacob (31:29). Jacob is
convinced that if God did not do this, Laban would have
taken his wealth and his family away from him at this
time. God appearing to Laban is certainly an undeserved
blessing that magnifies God's gracious and generous care.
Now, let's notice something important here. Moses has
intentionally contrasted the Lord with Laban's household
gods. The household gods can be hidden and stolen. They
depend on man completely. This is not the case with the
Lord. In this story, we see that we depend completely on
the Lord.

APPLICATION
Church family, God has blessed us despite us. Does this
truth impact your life? It should. First, it should
motivate you to worship. You should have
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overwhelming gladness in your heart that motivates you
to say, "I love you, Lord!" Second, it should motivate
prayer. Although our sin no longer condemns us, sin is
awful. Thus, we must pray that God would keep us from
sin because we love God. We should also pray that our
sins will not hurt others. Let's beg God that the lost, in
particular, would not be hurt by our sin. Third, let's be
quick to spread the reputation of the Lord by sharing the
gospel. He is worthy of all praise so let's share the
gospel.
Non-Christian, come to God today. He deeply desires to
show you gracious and generous care despite your
brokenness. Jesus came to the earth and lived your life.
Then, he died your death so that you can have life if you
would trust in him today and turn from your sins. Come
to Jesus today by trusting in Jesus' death for forgiveness
and by turning from your sins.

PRAYER
Oh God, transform us through your word, I pray. I pray
that our church would make the commitments that we
need to make today, in Jesus' name, amen.

