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Right now, I want you to think of 2-3 non-Christian
friends, family members, or neighbors. I also want
you to think about the people of South Asia, 2 billion
that have never even heard the name of Jesus.

We will learn today that the joy of the nations depends
on faithful Christians. The joy of the nations depends on
Christians who take seriously their call to love God more
than anything or anyone. Because Abraham loved God
more than even Isaac, we have heard of the gospel. I
chose that word very carefully – because. We will talk
about this reality in detail today, church family. You got
saved because Abraham’s faith was real!

Now, church family, who will get saved because your
faith is real. Let’s think about that for a minute.



Then, I want you to pray about how the realness of
your faith might led to their salvation. Perhaps it
is you baking cookies this week and taking it to
them with a church flyer. Perhaps it is talking to
the person you always pass by on your walk and
asking how they are doing. For those of South
Asia, perhaps it is you spending 5 minutes as a
family in prayer.
Now, make a commitment. How will the realness
of your faith manifest itself in works that lead to
the salvation of the lost? We will consider this
question today.

The main point of today’s sermon is that God’s kingdom
is established because of God’s people.

Let’s investigate this amazing truth and be moved to good
works through Genesis 22.

THE TEST (GENESIS 22:1-14)
Abraham’s faith fueled obedience: The test of Genesis 22
is familiar to most of us. God tells Abraham to take Isaac
and sacrifice him. It would not be an understatement to
say this is one of the most difficult tests that a person
could ever face. At this point, we should not try to
mitigate the tension of the story. The tension and
discomfort is on purpose. God has told Abraham to
sacrifice his son; we should be very uncomfortable.
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Notice how Moses heightens the tension in verse 2. He
described Isaac, in this verse, as “your son, your only son
Isaac, whom you love.” Moses could have just said, “Your
son.” This would have been accurate, but Moses is doing
something intentional here. He is heightening the tension
even more. God is calling Abraham to sacrifice his beloved
son. God calls Abraham not merely to sacrifice his son, but
his only son. Of course, Abraham had Ishmael at this time,
but Isaac is the promised son alone. Still, Moses described
Isaac further. Isaac is not merely the only promised son of
Abraham, he is the son whom Abraham loves (2). Moses is
making sure every reader feels the weight of this test.

The fact that this is the child of promise also heightens the
tension. Right now, we have a huge dilemma: 1) God is true
to his promises – a kingdom will be established through
Isaac. 2) God asked Abraham to sacrifice this son. The
tension is high!

Abraham’s response is incredible; he does not waver in his
obedience. Notice how verse 3 describes Abraham’s action.
There is a continual flow of action in this verse. Abraham
rises early; he saddles the donkey; he cuts the wood; he
arose and went. Moses does not tell us how Abraham was
feeling or what he was thinking. We could imagine these
things but doing so is a distraction. Rather, we simply
read what Abraham does. Abraham is determined to 
obey. That is what we need to know!
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Abraham’s determination to obey is also illustrated in
verses 9-10. Here we see that Abraham goes so far as to
put his son on the altar (9) and take a knife in his hand
(10). The author of Hebrews in the New Testament tells
us that Abraham was in the act of sacrificing Isaac when
God stopped him (Hebrews 11:17). Indeed, Abraham’s
obedience is unwavering.

Now, radical obedience can only be fueled by one thing:
faith in God’s promises (Hebrews 11:17). Notice in verse 5:
Abraham says to his young servants, “I and the boy will
go over there and worship and come again to you.”
Abraham tells his two young servants that both he and
the boy will return to them. Again, notice how Abraham
replies to Isaac’s question about the sacrifice, “God will
provide for himself the sheep for the burnt offering.”
Notice that Abraham is convinced that God will provide a
sheep for the burnt offering. Thus, Moses wants us to
know that faith in God’s promises is fueling this radical
obedience. The author of Hebrews makes this point in
Hebrews 11:17 when he credits Abraham’s obedience to
his faith.

The Reason for the Test: Now, God tests Abraham in
order to prove that Abraham’s faith is genuine which is
very timely given the immediate context. Notice how 
this test comes after these things (22:1). These 
things refer to the events of Genesis 20-21. 
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Here we learn that Abraham is less than righteous. Thus,
this test is actually quite strategic since there are major
questions right now about the genuineness of Abraham’s
faith. Every reader of Genesis 20 wonders if Abraham
really believes God’s promises.

Remarkably, Abraham passes this test! The climax of this
story is Abraham holding a knife over his son to which God
responds, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything
to him, for now I know that you fear God seeing you have
not withheld your son, your only son, from me” (Genesis
22:12). We see here, then, that the purpose of this test is to
prove that Abraham really did fear God.

Now the wording of verse 12, “now I know,” can be
confusing to us since the Scripture clearly teaches that
God knows all things (John 16:30). In one sense, God knew
that Abraham’s faith was genuine prior to this test. Yet,
although God knew that Abraham feared God, this fear had
manifested itself little up to this point. The test, therefore,
proves experientially something about Abraham: he feared
God and loved God even more than his son. God requires
this level of devotion from his covenant partner as Jesus
makes clear in Matthew 10:37.

Abraham as an Illustration of true Saving Faith: The 
nature of true saving faith is displayed in Genesis 22. 
True saving faith believes that God will be faithful 
to his promises no matter what. Abraham possessed 
this faith as mentioned in Genesis 15:6.
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Now, on the one hand, we should be comforted here.
True saving faith does not manifest itself in perfection.
Just look at Abraham’s life! Church family, your sin does
not indicate to you an absence of saving faith. In other
words, your sin does not prove your lack of faith.

On the other hand, we should be challenged. Although
true saving faith does not manifest itself in perfection, it
does manifest itself in good works. Just look at Abraham’s
life. Church family, the absence of good works does
indicate to you that you lack saving faith.

The DNA of true saving faith is displayed in Genesis 22
and commented on by James in James 2:22. James rightly
says that Abraham’s faith was made complete by his
actions. In other words, Abraham’s faith completed itself
in works. Jesus describes this reality with an image of a
tree producing fruit. In Matthew 7, he says that a good
tree produces good fruit and a bad tree produces bad
fruit. This is their DNA. Likewise, church family, the DNA
of a true saving faith is that it will produce good works.
Abraham is, thus, a paradigm or illustration of true
saving faith.

Do you have true saving faith? True saving faith does not
equate to perfection, praise the Lord; Abraham was far
from perfect. Yet, true saving faith grows into good
works that lead to the nations being glad.

Let’s now investigate this reality together.
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THE RESULT OF THIS 

TEST (GENESIS 22:15-19)

The result of this test is incredible. Listen to verse 16,
“By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord…” Abraham’s
incredible act of obedience leads to God taking an oath!
God has already promised to do good to Abraham
(Genesis 12), and he has already entered into a covenant
to do good to Abraham (Genesis 15), but now God takes
an oath to do good to him.

God swears this oath to establish his kingdom in
Abraham. Notice how God repeats the promises of
Genesis 12. He promises to give him lots of children as
many as the sand on the seashore and the stars in the
heaven (17). He also promises to give him his enemies
land (17). God swears to give to Abraham; and God swears
that this kingdom will bless people from all nations.

Now, let’s point out something very significant. God
makes this oath because Abraham obeyed (22:16). God
says in Genesis 22:16, “because you have done this” and
in Genesis 22:18 “because you have obeyed my voice.”
This word “because” is incredibly important. It means
that God’s plan to establish his kingdom on earth is
achieved through the obedient work of a human
covenant partner.
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God keeps his promises because Abraham was faithful
to God. Abraham is a shadow here that points us
forward to Jesus, another faithful human covenant
partner who likewise trusts God even in the faith of
death.
Although Abraham did not need to sacrifice Isaac, his
only son, a point emphasized throughout Genesis 22.
Another father would sacrifice his only son.
A sheep is provided as a substitute for Abraham’s son,
Isaac. God makes this provision so that Isaac’s life –
the child of promise – can be spared in Genesis 22.
Indeed, this points us forward to the lamb of God who
would die as a substitute for all of Abraham’s  
 children so that all of Abraham’s children might live.

Church family, we are learning about this truth nearly
every week. In last week’s sermon, we learned that
Abraham’s faithlessness led to the nations being cursed.
Now, we are learning that his faithfulness leads to the
nations being blessed! God’s plan to establish his
kingdom on earth is through a faithful human covenant
partner. Only then will the nations know the glory of God.
At this point, let me show the marvelous reality of how
this text points us to Jesus. Then we will apply this text.

CHRIST IN GENESIS 22
Genesis 22 points us to Jesus in several ways. Let’s marvel
at them together:
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Indeed, Abraham, Isaac, and the sheep all point us
forward to Jesus. Genesis 22 is a multifaceted diamond
that leads us to marvel over his intentional plan to fill all
things in Christ!

APPLICATION

God’s plan to establish his kingdom on earth is achieved
through the obedient work of a human covenant partner.
In last week’s sermon, we learned that Abraham’s
faithlessness led to the nations being cursed. Now, we are
learning that his faithfulness leads to the nations being
blessed! God’s plan to establish his kingdom on earth is
through a faithful human covenant partner. Only then will
the nations know the glory of God.

Foundationally, this faithful covenant partner is Jesus.
Jesus is the one whose faith in the Father lead him to die
so that broken sinners and enter into God’s kingdom.
Without Jesus, we are all damned. No nation is glad, but
all are lost. Jesus’ faith in Father has led to the blessings
of the nations.

Your faith in God functions in a similar way. Matthew 
tells us in Matthew 5:16 that our light should shine so 
that others may see our good deeds and glorify our 
father in heaven. This verse is just one verse among 
many that illustrate this important point: your 
faith will grow into good works, and those 
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PRAYER 
God, thank you for Jesus who is our life. Please move us
good works this week, and through these good works,
please save the lost. We pray these things in Jesus name,
amen.

works will cause others to know God, glorify God, and
enjoy God. So, church family, what will you do this week
so that the lost around you and the lost in India come to
the Lord?

Non-Christian friend, the Father sent Jesus to die for
your sins. Truly, if you would turn from your sins and
trust that Jesus died for you, God’s promise to you is
clear: you will be saved. Would you turn from your sins
and trust in Jesus today? If so, please reach out to us so
that we can care for you.


