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God’s strength establishes his kingdom, and we often
call theses acts miracles. We read about this in the Old
Testament, for example, when we read about Elijah and
Elisha's ministries. We are also aware of the many
miracles that Jesus did. In these instances, the miracles
indicate that the kingdom of God was present. There
are less apparent miracles found throughout Scripture;
yet, these less apparent miracles serve the same
function: to prove that the kingdom of God is present.
Today, we will look at some of these less apparent
miracles and see how they are integral to God
establishing his kingdom on earth.

Today’s sermon's main point is that God establishes 
his kingdom on earth through his strength, and we      
often call these acts miracles. 



I hope that we walk away today with a more profound joy
in Jesus that leads us to plead to God on behalf of
sinners.

So let’s investigate these truths together as we read and
study Genesis 18.

URGENT HOSPITALITY

(Genesis 18:1-8) 

God speaks and appears to Abraham in Genesis 18; and
although it is an incredible reality that would speak and
appear to sinful human, this is now the sixth time God
has spoken to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3, 7; 13:14; 15:1-21;
17:1-27; 18:1-33). However, when we look at the five prior
conversations, we notice that this conversation is unique
since Moses records a detailed setting. Usually, God
speaks and appears to Abraham, but not here. Here, we
read about two vitally important conversations that are
preceded by a meal.

Let’s observe two critical details about this meal.

First, Abraham shows urgent hospitality. The fact 
that Abraham is urgent is clear in several verses. 
In verses 2 and 7, Abraham runs, and in 
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verse 6, Abraham goes quickly. Moreover, Abraham tells
Sarah to make the food quickly. He tells Sarah: “three
seahs of fine flour! Knead it and makes cakes!” (Genesis
18:7). Notice that the words cannot come out of Abraham’s
month quickly enough. Finally, the young man who
prepares the meat did it quickly (8). Abraham is urgent to
show hospitality.

Second, God shows Abraham grace by accepting this
hospitality. Notice Abraham’s request in Genesis 18:3, 
“If I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your
servant.” Abraham asks God for favor which is, none
other than grace.

Now, let’s put these two important details together and
draw one important conclusion. God and Abraham have a
covenant grounded in grace. In this context, we have the
incredible scene of God sharing a meal with humanity.
Think about it, church family. Since Genesis 3, humanity
has been separated from God. We have been exiled from
God’s presence, no longer able to walk with God, but
here, in Genesis 18, we see God having a meal with
Abraham. This is an incredible act of intimacy grounded
in the covenant that they have together. Thus, the
important conclusion that we draw from these details is
that life with God depends on God’s grace. This is        
the context for the subsequent two conversations.

PAGE 3



CONVERSATION ABOUT

ISAAC (Genesis 18:9-15)

The first conversation is found in Genesis 18:9-15. In this
conversation, God reaffirms his promise that Sarah will
have a child. Now, Moses emphatically wants us to know
that this promise depends on God, not man. First, notice
how Moses reminds us that Abraham and Sarah are old.
In verse 11, Moses tells us that they are old, advanced in
years (11). Second, not only are they old, but Sarah has
gone through menopause. Moses tells us that the way of
women had ceased (11). Third, not only are the old and
not only has she gone through menopause, but as Moses
explains, “she is worn out.” The idea here is that
Abraham and Sarah no longer experience physical
intimacy. This promise cannot be kept with mere human
strength; that would be impossible. Sarah gets it. That is
why she laughs. There must be a miracle for this promise
to be established. A woman physically cannot have a baby
must have one.

A miracle is what God promises to Abraham and Sarah.
God says, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” Or we
could describe what he says as, “Is anything too
wonderful for the Lord?” The answer is no! God 
promises to return next year, and then Sarah will 
have a son. Although this is impossible with man, 
it is simple with God.
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Now, some of you astute readers might ask me, “Anthony,
we already learned in Genesis 17 that God was going to
give Abraham and Sarah a child named Isaac, so why does
God repeat himself here?” I would say, first, good
question!

Second, we need to understand that Hebrew loves to
repeat itself. When this happens, our job is to listen to
both stories like surround sound. When taken together,
we see the full aborded picture of the topic under
consideration. The topic under consideration here is the
birth of Isaac.

So, let’s notice the similarities of Genesis 17 and 18. In
both chapters, God promises to give Abraham and Sarah a
son named Isaac. In Genesis 17, Abraham laughs and in
Genesis 18, Sarah laughs. Moses emphasizes that
Abraham and Sarah are old in both chapters. The events
happen around the same time – a year before Isaac’s
birth (Genesis 17:21). Now notice an important difference.
We learn in Genesis 17 that Abraham and Sarah are not
just old, but we learn that it is physically impossible for
Sarah to get pregnant. Thus, when we read these two
narratives together, one important detail that we learn is
that our Almighty God is so powerful he does not merely
do the difficult, he does what is humanly impossible! 
God establishes his kingdom with miracles, church
family!
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CONVERSATION ABOUT

SODOM (Genesis 18:16-33)

The second conversation is found in Genesis 18:16-33.
This conversation actually begins with God speaking,
but not to Abraham. The topic is should God hide his
plan about Sodom from Abraham. The answer is no
because God has chosen Abraham to be a mighty nation
on purpose. God choice of Abraham and its purpose is
unpacked in verse 19.

First, we learn that God knows Abraham. The ESV
translates this as chosen which is a dynamic translation
– the word means “know.” However, when applied in
this context, the idea is that God relates to Abraham in
a special way, a unique way. God knows Abraham,
unlike anyone else. Thus, the ESV translates this word
as “chosen.”

Next, we learn that God knows Abraham on purpose.
God knows Abraham so that he might teach his children
to obey the Lord by doing “righteousness and justice.”
Doing “righteousness” and “justice” can be summarized
as “treating one another in truly human ways.” Ever
since the fall, people have failed 
miserably at treating one another with integrity. 
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The fall broke Adam and Eve’s relationship with God
and thus severed how they relate to one another. In
other words, their failure to love God caused them to
treat one another in less than human ways. We see this
first with Adam blaming Eve. However, the curse is
being reversed in Abraham’s family by God
choosing/knowing Abraham. Once the vertical
relationship with God is restored, Abraham’s family can
begin to so “righteousness and justice.”

Finally, when Abraham’s family is characterized by a
restored relationship with God and one another, God
will bring about what he promised to Abraham: the
establishment of God’s kingdom over all people!

Thus, should God conceal his plan to destroy Sodom
from Abraham? God himself answers no since Abraham
is his vehicle to bless the nations.

The conversation, then, takes an essential turn in verse
22. The two angels walk toward Sodom while Abraham
remains before the Lord (22). In these verses, Abraham
speaks to the Lord six times about the destruction of
Sodom. He begins by pleading that God would not
destroy the city for the sake of 50 righteous, and he
ends by asking for mercy for the city on behalf of 10
righteous. The Lord agrees.
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Now, this final dialogue is critical for several reasons.
Here are three reasons. First, we see God’s covenant
partner – Abraham – meditating on behalf of sinful
humanity – Sodom. Abraham stands between God and
Sodom in Genesis 18 and pleads on their behalf. This is
significant.

Second, by meditating on behalf of sinful humanity,
Abraham is blessing Sodom. It is a blessing that
Abraham was able to request salvation for the city for
the sake of only ten righteous people. Although this was
a blessing, we will see next week that these cities even
lacked ten righteous people.

Third, Abraham understands that the wicked can be
saved by the righteous. In verses 22-33, we see that
Abraham asks that the wicked would be saved by the
righteous. See, for example, verse 26: God says, “If I find
at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the
whole place for their sake.”

We see, therefore, another miracle in this conversation.
We see that a righteous person, or in this case, ten
righteous people, can save multiple cities that Moses
elsewhere described as filled with the wicked, those
who were great sinners against the Lord 
(Genesis 13:12).
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CHRIST IN GENESIS 18!

Church family, I hope you are seeing shadows here and
hearing echoes of a glorious reality. The miraculous birth
of Isaac points us forward to the miraculous birth of
Christ. Here we see a shadow of a women who was post-
menopause having a child. This points us forward to an
even more miraculous birth of a virgin who conceived
Jesus. 

We also see here another glorious shadow. We see the idea
that God’s covenant partner mediates before God pleading
that the righteous might save the wicked (18:26).

Church family, ten righteous people in Sodom and
Gomorrah were needed to save the whole region, but they
could not be found. The same is not true for us. We have a
mediator who is pleading before the Father right now. In
fact, he himself is the righteous one we need for salvation.

PAGE 9

CONCLUSION  

Church family, I hope that you have seen Christ in news
ways this morning and that your joy is deepened because
of it. I want your joy to be directed this morning into
prayer for the sake of wicked sinners. Church family,
Abraham pleaded on beheld of the wicked before 
God, and we should too. 
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PRAYER 
Father, would you give us grace to see you more
clearly. As we see you more clearly, move us to pray
with great passion for the lost. Save the lost through
these prayers for your glory. We pray these things in
Jesus' name, amen.

As we do this, we like Abraham, point all onlookers to
Christ whose righteousness can save even the most
wicked of us, today.

Non-Christian friend, God desires to bring you into a
restored relationship with him by grace. That means you
cannot earn this relationship, but God can give it to you
as a gift. If you would turn from your sins today and
trust in Jesus, God will work a miracle in your life. He
will take Jesus righteousness and give it to you as a gift.
Would you come to Jesus today and experience the
miracle of new life?


