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MISSIONAL
FATHERHOOD
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Fatherhood is essential to the mission of God, and Satan
knows it. Therefore, Satan does everything in his power to
confuse us about the nature of fatherhood. Fatherhood is
attacked on TV shows where the father is portrayed as
incompetent. It is too common for Hollywood dads to be
portrayed as dumb or lazy. Church family, know that this is
not missional fatherhood. Fatherhood is attacked in society
when society tells us that being a father means merely
physical provision. Our fatherhood is often weighed
according to how much money we make and how many things
we can buy for our family. This is not missional fatherhood.
Fatherhood is attacked in the heart of every father when
Satan whispers to us, “You have worked all day; now it is time
to serve yourself. Go sit in your man cave all night; you
deserve it.” This is not missional fatherhood. Church family,
fatherhood is attacked in these and countless other ways
because fatherhood is essential to the mission of God.
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God’s mission in creation is to establish his kingdom on
earth, and the pathway to establishing God’s kingdom is
fatherhood. Biological fatherhood leads to the duplication
of God’s image, but because of sin, biological fatherhood is
not enough to achieve God’s mission. Yet, despite sin, God
does not abandon his plan to use fathers in his glorious
mission. Indeed, mothers have a unique role to play in the
mission of God, and fathers do too.
Now, I am not attempting to cast a comprehensive vision for
missional fatherhood this morning. I simply want to point
out one important detail about missional fatherhood:
missional fatherhood understands that the mission depends
on loving discipline. Let’s investigate this truth together.

A VISION FOR MISSIONAL
FATHERHOOD
Human fatherhood points to a greater reality than itself. It
points to the reality that God is a father to all sinners who
turn from their sins and trust in Jesus. Let’s just take a
moment and reflect on this truth: God relates to his
people as Father! We need to go no further than the Lord’s
prayer to see this truth. We are told to pray to God as
Father (Matt 6:9). Indeed, we relate to God as his servants
– this is a very common image used in Scripture – but we
also relate to him as his children. How glorious!
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Because of the reality that human fatherhood points to
God, every human father must model their fatherhood
after the nature of God as our father. Let’s forsake the
model given to us by this world and adopt the model of
God as Father. When we do this, we see that the mission
depends on fathers who discipline their children. Now
discipline refers to instruction, and discipline expresses
itself in two related concepts. 1) Discipline involves
reactive correction, and 2) discipline involves proactive
training. The mission depends on fathers knowing,
adopting, and joyfully practicing both forms of discipline.

REACTIVE CORRECTION
Missional fathers discipline their children by correcting
them reactively. We react to the sin of our children with
correction. This is the more common way we refer to
discipline, and this is how God responds to us when we
sin. This is evident in 1 Corinthians 11:32. Here Paul says,
“But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined
so that we may not be condemned along with the world.”
When God judges his people, he is not condemning us but
instructing us: that is disciplining us. Moreover, notice
something very important about God’s discipline of his
people. God disciplines us so that we will not be
condemned. Do you see how essential discipline is? This
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verse tells us that God’s discipline of his children is the
means that he uses to keep us from being condemned. In
other words, if God did not reactively correct us, we would
be condemned.

Fathers, do you see how important reactively correction
is? Do you want to participate in God’s mission of
spreading his glory over the entire planet? If you love
God’s glory, then your answer is a resounding “yes!”
Fathers and grandfathers, do you love your children and
grandchildren? If so, here the word of 1 Corinthians 11:32:
“we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned.”
For the love of your children and for the glory of God,
discipline them. The mission depends on it.

PROACTIVE TRAINING
Missional fathers discipline their children by training them
proactively. Although we do not always think of proactive
training as discipline, we understand this idea. We refer to this
proactive dimension of discipline when we describe people –
such as athletes – as “disciplined.” When we call someone
disciplined, we mean that they can control themselves for a
greater purpose. Athletes, for example, control the pain of
working out to perform on the field. They control their
temporary desires – a painless afternoon – to gain a greater
desire – being declared champions. This is what we need to
teach our children. Fathers, we need to teach our children how
to forgo small delights to experience greater delights.
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This proactive aspect of discipline is essential to the
mission of God. This is evident from the fact that God
proactively trains us. Moses speaks of this discipline in
Deuteronomy 8:1-10
1 THE WHOLE COMMANDMENT THAT I COMMAND YOU
TODAY YOU SHALL BE CAREFUL TO DO, THAT YOU MAY
LIVE AND MULTIPLY, AND GO IN AND POSSESS THE LAND
THAT THE LORD SWORE TO GIVE TO YOUR FATHERS. 2
AND YOU SHALL REMEMBER THE WHOLE WAY THAT THE
LORD YOUR GOD HAS LED YOU THESE FORTY YEARS IN
THE WILDERNESS, THAT HE MIGHT HUMBLE YOU, TESTING
YOU TO KNOW WHAT WAS IN YOUR HEART, WHETHER YOU
WOULD KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS OR NOT. 3 AND HE
HUMBLED YOU AND LET YOU HUNGER AND FED YOU WITH
MANNA, WHICH YOU DID NOT KNOW, NOR DID YOUR
FATHERS KNOW, THAT HE MIGHT MAKE YOU KNOW THAT
MAN DOES NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT MAN LIVES
BY EVERY WORD THAT COMES FROM THE MOUTH OF THE
LORD. 4 YOUR CLOTHING DID NOT WEAR OUT ON YOU
AND YOUR FOOT DID NOT SWELL THESE FORTY YEARS. 5
KNOW THEN IN YOUR HEART THAT, AS A MAN DISCIPLINES
HIS SON, THE LORD YOUR GOD DISCIPLINES YOU. 6 SO
YOU SHALL KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD
YOUR GOD BY WALKING IN HIS WAYS AND BY FEARING
HIM. 7 FOR THE LORD YOUR GOD IS BRINGING YOU INTO
A GOOD LAND, A LAND OF BROOKS OF WATER, OF
FOUNTAINS AND SPRINGS, FLOWING OUT IN THE VALLEYS
AND HILLS, 8 A LAND OF WHEAT AND BARLEY, OF VINES
AND FIG TREES AND POMEGRANATES, A LAND OF OLIVE
TREES AND HONEY, 9 A LAND IN WHICH YOU WILL EAT
BREAD WITHOUT SCARCITY, IN WHICH YOU WILL LACK
NOTHING, A LAND WHOSE STONES ARE IRON, AND OUT
OF WHOSE HILLS YOU CAN DIG COPPER. 10 AND YOU
SHALL EAT AND BE FULL, AND YOU SHALL BLESS THE LORD
YOUR GOD FOR THE GOOD LAND HE HAS GIVEN YOU.
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We learn several incredible truths from this passage. Here,
Moses told the Israelites that the purpose of the trials
Israel experienced in the desert where the result of God’s
discipline. In verse 3, Moses told them that God let Israel
hunger, not as an example of reactive correction, but as an
example of proactive training. Verse 3 says, God humbled
the Israelites “that he might make you know that man does
not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that
comes from the mouth of the Lord.” Moses calls this test
discipline in verse 5, and the mission is what motivates
this discipline. Notice verse 10. God disciplined them so
that they would be blessed in God’s kingdom. Verses 7-10
is a picture of God’s kingdom.
Fathers and grandfathers, missional fatherhood demands
that we proactively train our children. Like God, we need
to put them in situations where they can forgo small
delights for greater delights. God put Israel in a situation
where they were in the desert having to forgo tasteful
foods – he only gave them manna – so that that they might
enjoy a land of beauty with no lack! God let Israel hunger
in the desert – he disciplined them – so that they might
know (Deuteronomy 8:5), obey (Deuteronomy 8:6), and be
blessed (Deuteronomy 8:10). Overall, Israel was to forgo
small desires – tasty food for a season – so that they might
enjoy abundance. Small joys must be abandoned for big
joys.
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Likewise, we must put our children in situations where
they must forgo small desires for the sake of greater
pleasure. Fathers and grandfathers ask your
child/grandchild to share with their sibling so that they
might know the blessings of sharing. Ask your
child/grandchild to help clean the house rather than play
cars so that they might know the blessings of hard work.
Ask your child/grandchild to protect the weak so that they
might know the blessings of bravery. Proactive training is
essential to your child’s joy so be active men in this kind
of discipline.
Men, our children and grandchildren, will not always
obey. Expect this and treat them as precious children.
Spend time pointing out what they did wrong. Instruct
them on what godliness demands. Train them to walk in
holiness.
A father/grandfather who knows his mission will
discipline. Even though it will take time, patience, grace,
love, planning, and a long-term vision, we will discipline
because the mission depends on it.
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CONCLUSION
God shapes the vision for missional fatherhood. When we
examine Scripture, we learn that our joy in knowing God
depends on God disciplining us reactively and proactively.
Fathers and grandfathers let’s model our fatherhood after God
and do likewise.
Our weekly challenge is as follows: men begin to discipline
your children reactively and proactively. Church family let’s
pray for our fathers that they would have the grace to loving
discipline their children. The mission depends on it.

