
The main point of this sermon is that God blesses us so that God

might be glorified among all nations. This main point should be

familiar because it has been the main point of a few of my

sermons now, and by now you should know that I am not making

this doctrine up. We saw it in Genesis 1-2: God created the world

to spread his glory over the planet. We say it when God called

Abram to be his people in Genesis 12. We will see it in Exodus 19.

There God made the nation of Israel to mediate God’s presence

to the nations. The temple was made for this purpose (1 Kings

8:59-61). During holy week, we learned that Jesus died on the

cross for this purpose (Galatians 3:14). His resurrection too was

aimed at the spread of his glory to all peoples (Matthew 28). 1

Peter 2 says this very same thing. Thus, Psalm 67 is not unique;
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  instead, the main point of Psalm 67 is central to creation and

redemption. God creates and redeems his people so that people

from all people groups might glorify him by enjoying  him.
 

The main application of this sermon is that you and I would use

the blessings God has given to us to spread the joy of God’s

glorious grace to all peoples. This is not an easy task, but my

hope is that you and I would commit to learning about this task,

to praying for the unreached, and to praying for ourselves as

we seek to reach these people with the gospel.
 

Psalm 67 has an intentional literary structure; that is, the author

has crafted the Psalm with great intentionally. The name of this

structure is called a chiasm. A chiasm is a highly repetitive

structure. Think of the letter x – like the letter x, an author who

writes in a chiastic structure states idea A, then idea

B, and perhaps idea C, and then, idea B restated, and finally, idea

A is stated again. The structure is, thus, A, B, C, B, A. This

structure aids memorization, and it also provides a full orbed

picture of the topic under consideration. The topic of Psalm 67 is

the purpose of God saving and blessing his people. We

learn, in this psalm, that God saves us in verses 1-2 so that his

name would be known; verse 3 indicates that God saves us for

his glory; God saves us for the joy of the nations in verse 4; verse

5 repeats the idea of verse 3; and finally, verses 6-7 repeats the

idea of verses 1-2. Thus, we have the structure A, B, C, B, A. 

 



It would be appropriate to call this structure a kaleidoscopic

picture of why God saves us. The convergence of the prisms of a

kaleidoscope creates beautiful pictures. Like a kaleidoscope,

Psalm 67 provides us with several pictures of why God has saved

us. Taken together, we see one magnificent picture of his

glorious grace.

 

Let’s look at this Psalm in more detail.

In this section, the author prays for grace and blessings. He

describes receiving grace and blessings as having God’s face

shine upon you. The image of “God’s face shining upon you” is a

powerful image. It communicates God’s favor to restore and save

his people. This phrase occurs eight times in the Bible and each

time the idea communicates restoration and favor. Moreover, we

should notice that the first half of this verse is explained by the

second – God’s grace and blessing is his face shining on us. Thus,

the image communicates grace, and we need grace.

God Saves and Blesses his people so that 

His Way May be Known on Earth

(Psalm 67:1-2)

"May God be gracious to us and bless us  and make his face
to shine upon us, Selah 2 that your way may be known on earth, 

 your saving power among all nations."



In order to really grasp the meaning of the image though, we must

understand how this idea – God’s grace – is being communicated. The

image of “God’s shining face” is a picture of glory. We see this concept

illustrated well in Exodus 34. Here, Moses’ face shines after he was in

God’s presence. We see the same concept illustrated in Revelation 22.

Here, we see a picture of the new earth. Jesus’ is there, therefore, we do

not need the sun nor is there night. We do not have these things because

Jesus’ face shines brighter than the sun and forbids any ray of darkness

from entering the sky. In both of these passages, God’s shining face

indicates his glory.
 

The idea of this image is this: God’s grace is glorious. John makes this

point in John 1:14. Here, he says, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the

Father, full of grace and truth.” John did not make this doctrine up. He

knew passages like Psalm 67. He knew passages that connected God’s

glory to his grace.
 

This idea is the most powerful display of glory. Now we all know what it

is like to see powerful displays of glory. We have all seen a sunset either

at the beach, desert, in the valley, or in a place like Hawaii that was

awesome. These images have the power to make us beside our self. These

moments of sublimity have the power to transport us to a moment of

awe. Although a sunset is incredibly glorious, this image is eclipsed by

the glory of God’s grace. God’s grace has the power to claim the

anxieties of our soul. A sunset does not.
 
 



Now, when I was preparing this sermon, I thought, “I should end

right here with this amazing truth.” But to end here is to miss

the point of this glorious truth. More starkly put, to end here is

to threaten the glorious grace of our awesome God because it

would miss the purpose of this glorious grace. The purpose of

God’s glorious grace is that God’s way and saving power may be

known on earth (Psalm 67:2). To stop with God blessing us,

therefore, misses the point of why God blesses us. He blesses us

so that the nations might know his saving power.
 

Now how do we reconcile this truth – God saves his people so

that the nations might know his saving power – with the reality

that there are 2 billion people right now who have never even

heard the name of Jesus before? How do we reconcile this reality

with the fact that millions of people are dying and going to hell

and they never even heard the name of Jesus? We know that

there is only one name under heaven given to men whereby we

must be saved (Acts 4:12), and we know that saving faith only

comes when a person hears and believes the gospel (Romans

10:14-17). We must come to grips with the fact that God has

created tens of thousands of languages to praise him; and yet,

many of these languages have not even heard this name before.

When you ask them about Jesus, you might as well ask them if

they know Anthony Ferguson. They think you are trying to tell

them about a neighbor! I watched an interview (some of an

interview) between David Platt and a missionary this week, and 



David Platt was reflecting on the first conversation that he and the

missionary had together. The first conversation was this missionary

giving David Platt a video of a people worshiping God. This worship

song was the first time this language had ever praised God before. The

missionary responded by saying, “Definitely an adrenaline rush!” Amen,

this is the type of adrenaline rush I want to pursue. Forget fast cars and

jumping out of planes. I want to witness languages that were designed

to praise God, worship him for the first time ever!

 

So, what will we do with this truth? First, let’s commit to learning. Let’s

read good books like Something Needs to Change by David Platt and

Don’t Waste your Life by John Piper. Let’s explore resources like

Joshuaproject.net, radical.net, and IMB.org. Radical.net, in particular,

has just launched a new emphasis called “Urgent.” The purpose of

“Urgent” is to connect churches to the hardest to reach places on the

planet. Let’s commit to learning.

 

Second, let’s commit to praying. Let’s pray for the lost.

Operationworld.org is a prayer resource that will walk you through

praying for the world in one year. 

Joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday 

is a website that provides information about a different unreached

people group every day. Statistics are given and prayer requests are

listed. Let’s also pray for ourselves. Let’s pray that we would be willing

to forsake every hindrance so that this mission is achieved for the sake

of God’s glorious grace.



God Saves His People for His Glory (Psalm 67:3)

The author of this Psalm knows God’s plan. He knows that God’s plan is

to spread his glory over the entire planet so he prays that the peoples

would praise God in verse 3. He prays that God would glorify himself

among all peoples, not just Israel. Notice also that the spread of God’s

knowledge over the planet leads to worship – this is exactly what we

are learning in our Sunday night Bible Study. When people truly know

God – when they know his saving power (2) – they will praise him. They

will praise him because their praise is an overflow of their delight in

God’s glorious grace. Now the truth that all people are to praise God is

a glorious truth. Our God’s praise is not restricted by geography. Our

God is not bound by culture. Our God deserves praise from all people.

He deserves praise from all people because he is gracious. God’s grace

which is glorious compels all peoples to glorify him.

 
God Saves His People for the Joy of His People

(Psalm 67:4)

We have learned that God saves and bless his people so that his saving

power might spread over the globe (Psalm 67:1-2), and we have learned

that God saves his people for his glory (Psalm 67:3). In verse 4, we learn

that God’s salvation evokes the most profound joy. This profound joy is 

"Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the

peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth."



 not rooted in healthy human relationships although it is good to have

healthy human relationships. It is not rooted in success or health. It is

not even rooted in social interactions with others (something we all

need right now). True joy is rooted in God. We see this in verse 4. Notice

how the verse says, “Let the nations be glad and sing for joy for you

judge the people with equity and guide the nations upon earth.” People

rejoice because of who God is. The word “for” communicates the idea of

cause. Think of the word “because.” Thus, we see that true joy is rooted

in God’s justice and God’s caring guidance. True joy is found in the God

who is just. Imagine a world where God was not just. Imagine how

horrible that would be. Now imagine a world where God was just but he

did not make this justice known to us. We would have no idea about

what God required of us. We would have no joy if God were not both

just and guide. Thus, true joy is dependent on our God being our just

judge and our compassionate guider. 

 

This true joy is found in glorifying God as the just judge and as the

caring guider. When we enjoy God as the just judge and caring guider,

God is glorified. How incredible of God to design our satisfaction this

way. How amazing that God designed his glory to correlate to our joy.

The more we enjoy God, the more he is glorified. God could have

organized the universe differently, but he didn’t. Let’s praise God with

great joy for his glorious grace, his justice, and his caring guidance.

 

"Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!"



The author now repeats the same idea of verse 3 in the exact words.

Notice what the author is doing here. He is framing the joy of the people

around the glory of God. The author asks that all peoples would praise

God in verses 3 and 5 and in the middle of these prayers is the request

that God would gladden his people and cause them to rejoice. The point

is very clear. True gladness is rooted in God, nothing else, and this

glorifies God.

God Saves His People for His Glory (Psalm 67:5)

God Saves His People so that the Nations Might Fear
Him (Psalm 67:6-7)

The final two verses are parallel to verses 1-2. In verse 1, the author

prays that God would bless his people. Now, in verse 6, we learn that

God has blessed his people. He has given his people a good harvest

which is a true blessing in a world without supermarkets. Interestingly,

the author takes great boldness in God’s provision since he prays

emphatically in verses 6-7 for God to continue to bless his people. The

author prays that this continual blessing would result in the nations

fearing God (Psalm 67:7).

"The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless
us.7 God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!"



Psalm 67 has presented to us in kaleidoscopic picture, a full orbed

picture of why God saves us. He saves us so that the nations would know

him (Psalm 67:1-2), praise him (Psalm 67:3, 5), enjoy him (Psalm 67:4),

and fear him. (Psalm 67:6-7). Now fear is a response of faith. When we

fear God, we take seriously that we are sinners and that God is just to

punish sinners, but as this Psalm has described, the people of God do

not merely fear God. We do not merely take serious God’s justice; we

also take seriously his glorious grace. Thus, we fear him, but we also

praise him and enjoy him.

Conclusion

In a sermon on Psalm 67, John Piper claims that God delights in

blessing churches that have the spread of God’s glory over the planet as

its aim. He is right. Remember, the author prays for God to bless his

people in verse 1, and in verse 6, the author states that God has blessed

them. They were blessed because they rightly recognized the purpose of

their blessings: for the glory of God  (Psalm 67:3, 5) expressed in a

people satisfied in him (Psalm 67:4).

 

Do we want to be a blessed church? Here are the options: 1) We can live

for the comforts of this world: that is, the treasure of this world, or 2)

we can live for a greater treasure. Psalm 67 is a call to enjoy the greatest

treasure. It is a call to obtain a treasure that cannot be lost – the

greatest treasure. We are all likely familiar with the parable of the 



 talents (Matthew 25:14-30). There is a master who goes on a journey. He

gives 5 talents to one servant, 3 to another servant, and 1 to another.

The one with 5 talents duplicates them as does the one with 3 whereas

the one with 1 simply hides it in the ground. When the master returns,

the ones who duplicated their talents are rewarded with eternal life

while the one who squandered the talent is thrown into a lake of fire

and darkness. This is an image of hell. Which servant will our church

be? Will we be those who squander the resources that God has given to

us or we will invest the blessings that God has given to us for the

purpose of spreading God’s glory over the planet. I know that we are a

church that invests in kingdom purposes so let’s learn about the

unreached, and let’s pray for them that they would have immense joy

and that God would be incredibly glorified!

 

Non-Christian, my hope is that you have seen in Psalm 67 a picture of

our glorious God. A picture that is unexpected and beautiful. I hope you

see a God who is glorified in showing grace to sinners. Would you come

to Jesus today by turning from your sin and trusting in his death?

Commit your life to Jesus today and follow him. This is the pathway to

supreme joy.

 

Church family, my hope for us is that we would live radically for God’s

glory amongst the nations. Let’s educate ourselves about the

unreached; let’s pray for the unreached; and let’s pray that we would be

willing to do whatever it takes so that the nations are glad.

 



God, thank you for the grace that you have showed us in Christ. Thank

you that you are glorified in showing grace to us. Please give us

strength to depend on you and live radically for your glory. You have

shown us grace and forgiven our debts: debts that we could never

repay. Because of that, let us please be blessed so that the nations might

enjoy you for your glory. In Jesus name, I pray, amen.

Let's Pray

Joshuaproject.net/pray/unreachedoftheday

God blesses 
us so that God might 
be glorified among 

all nations.


