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MOTHER'S DAY
THE GLORY AND JOY OF
MOTHERHOOD: THE MISSION
PASTOR ANTHONY FERGUSON

Motherhood is glorious because motherhood is essential to
God’s mission. The spread of God’s glory over the entire
planet depends on mothers who give physical life to
children and who give spiritual life to children. In God’s
sovereignty, this is how God designed that his mission
would be accomplished. Mothers give birth to God’s image,
and mothers are often instrumental in leading children to
new birth in Christ. Mothers are life-givers, and this is
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glorious. Thus, today we honor mothers. We honor those
mothers who have had the privilege of being biological
mothers – those who have giving physical birth to their
children. We also honor our spiritual mothers. Women who
have nurtured life by discipling women and children.
Our society often misses the glory of motherhood. We hear
from feminist philosophers that motherhood is like
slavery. Motherhood forces women to care for children
while men get to maintain their freedom and do as they
please. This view of the family is bankrupt. It misses the
glory of motherhood, and it also misses the glory of
fatherhood for the glory of being a man is not freedom to
do as we please, but the privilege to use our strength for
our wife and children.
Misunderstanding the glory of motherhood can be more
subtle though. It can happen whenever a mother, a
Facebook group of women, or a women’s small group Bible
study focus only on the difficulties and limitations of being
a mom. Motherhood comes with many difficulties and
limitations, but these difficulties and limitations are
actually the pathways to immense joy for through these
difficulties and limitations life are nurtured and God’s
image spreads!
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The main point of this sermon is that motherhood is
glorious because motherhood is essential to the mission of
God. As a mother gives birth biologically to a child, God’s
image spreads. But because of sin, this image is tainted.
Thus, essential to the glory of motherhood is discipleship.
A spiritual mother who patiently and gently disciples her
children engages in cultivating spiritual life and spreads
God’s glory.
My hope, then, is that we would value and honor mothers
so that they might be encouraged to persevere through the
difficulties and limitations of motherhood for their joy and
for the glory of our God.
In this sermon, we will cover three points: God’s mission
for mothers, threats to mission of motherhood, and a help
for the mission of motherhood.

"MOTHERHOOD IS GLORIOUS BECAUSE
MOTHERHOOD IS ESSENTIAL TO THE
MISSION OF GOD"
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GOD’S MISSION FOR MOTHERS
God’s mission is glorious, and motherhood is essential to
this mission. The mission of God is to spread his glory over
the entire planet. God spreads his glory over the planet
through women who give birth to God’s image. Think about
how amazing that reality is. Every biological mother has
had the privilege of giving birth to God’s image. In other
words, God has used you to make his image. Mothers are
essential to the spread of God’s image over the planet.
God’s mission, however, is not accomplished simply
through biological birth, but it is accomplished through
spiritual birth. Sin causes God’s image to be tainted, and
thus, simply being made in the image of God is insufficient
for the spread of God’s glory; instead, God’s image-bearers
must be “born again” and discipled. Women who take the
evangelization and discipleship of children seriously are
spiritual mothers, and the mission of God depends on
them, not just biological mothers.
The history of redemption has depended on spiritual
mothers who lived and mothered for the glory of God.
Hannah – the mother of the prophet Samuel – is a great
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example of this. She lived out a life of radical obedience to
God in a time when few did. Ruth too lived out a life of
radical obedience to God, and we can only assume that she
mothered her children with equal dedication to God.
Eunice and Lois, the mother and grandmother of Timothy
too shaped the history of God’s people by spiritually
discipling Timothy. Paul says in 2 Timothy 1:5, “I am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I
am sure, dwells in you as well.” Timothy’s faith in Jesus
came from the influence of his grandmother and mother,
not his father. We learn in Acts 16 that Timothy’s father
was Greek, and the fact that Paul does not attribute
Timothy’s faith to his father tells us that he was not a
believer. It was Eunice and Lois, rather, who taught him
about the Scripture (2 Timothy 3:15).
The role of this grandmother and mother who took
seriously, not only their biological connection to Timothy
but also their role as a spiritual mother to their grandson
and son changed the world. Timothy was a respected
member of the church in Lystra when Paul invited him to
be his missionary partner (Acts 16:1-2). Paul trusted him
completely (Philippians 2:19-24), and Timothy even co-
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authored several New Testament books – 2 Corinthians,
Philippians, Colossians, 1-2 Thessalonians, and Philemon.
Eunice and Lois were mothers who took seriously their
role as spiritual mothers, and the world was changed.
The track record of faithful mothers who discipled their
children can be traced throughout church history. Monica
was Augustine’s mom. Augustine was a brilliant Christian
thinker who lived in the 4th century and 5th century AD,
and his mom was influential in his salvation. She prayed
for her son constantly and wept over his spiritual wellbeing when he pursued a pagan religion. Christian
thinkers are indebted to the influence of Augustine, and
Monica was instrumental in his salvation. Interestingly the
effect of a spiritual mom was also influential in Monica’s
life. Monica grew up with Christian parents and with a
devout maidservant. Monica, and her mother and
maidservant, were mothers who took seriously their role
as spiritual mothers, and the world was changed.
Another spiritual mother who made a major
impact on Christianity is Susanna Wesley.
Susanna Wesley had 19 children, 9 of whom
survived her. Her husband is not remembered
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fondly by history, but Susanna is remembered well. She is
remembered as one who constantly discipled her children.
Two of her children - John and Charles Wesley – would
become important Christian thinkers, writers, and pastors
in the 17th and 18th centuries. Susanna was a mother who
took seriously her role as a spiritual mother, and the world
was changed.
Nurturing life is glorious because this is God’s chosen
means to spread his glory over the planet. God chooses to
mothers to give physical birth to his image, and he often
uses women in bringing many spiritual children to the
“new birth.” Mothering has as its aim mission – and God’s
mission is glorious.

God’s mission for mothers
is to make disciples of their
biological and spiritual
children.
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THREATS TO THE MISSION
OF MOTHERHOOD
Motherhood is difficult and even boring at times, but it is
joyous. Monica wept over Augustine’s spiritual state before
coming to the Lord. It was difficult to pursue her son.
Susanna was left more than once to care for up to nine
children with little money. Nurturing children is not easy.
Moreover, mothering can be boring at times. Teaching a
child how to talk is not the funniest task. In fact, it can be
quite boring. Pronouncing the letter “B” fifty times is not
many people’s idea of fun. Changing diapers for the 1000th
time is not an exciting and fulfilling task for anyone; yet,
when mothers nurture physical life with patience, love,
and care, they shape their children spiritually. There is
nothing more joyful than knowing that your child loves and
trusts the Lord. Do you? The difficulties and boring
moments are the pathways to the greatest joy and the
greatest glory. So, be ready. When you change that 1000th
diaper, someone is watching. Your patience and care will
lead to your joy and God’s glory.
Motherhood is limiting, but it is joyous. Mothers cannot
just do whatever they want. Instead of using their energy
to serve themselves, their energy typically gets used to
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serve their children. Not many mothers, especially with
young children, have many hobbies, and this is not their
choice. They do not have hobbies because their children
need their time. These limitations present a threat. The
snake whispers to mothers, “Your child is a threat to your
joy!” This is a lie. The devil tells us the pathway to joy is
indulging yourself; this is not the gospel. In fact, freedom in
the gospel is never self-indulgence; rather, it is always love:
the commitment to sacrifice yourself for the good of
another. This is what Jesus did, and this is what mothers do.
They sacrifice themselves for the good of their children.
They take upon themselves countless limitations for the
good of their children. Mothers when they do this, you
picture to your children the powerful gospel! All spiritual
moms, be aware. The serpent lies. Freedom comes through
sacrifice, not through indulging self.
Mothers, as you forsake your freedom and the “me time you
so desperately want,” you walk on the pathway of glory. This
is the pathway whereby God spreads his glory over the
entire planet for, in the monotony of nurturing your
children, you shape them. So, be encouraged, mothers. What
you do day in and day out matters – it actually has an eternal
significance. So, mother your children for the glory of God!
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A HELP FOR MISSION
OF MOTHERHOOD
Mothers, what is going to motivate you to serve your
children even when serving them is boring and difficult?
Ladies, what is going to motivate you to disciple another
lady in this church even when that means your “me time”
will be severely limited? The answer is the gospel. Jesus
forsook his “me time” and forsook cosmic hobbies to serve
us even when it was difficult. Therefore, because Jesus has
served you as he alone could – no one else could do what
he did, mothers, you must serve your children as only a
mother can. Do not see your children as limitations to your
joy, see them as the pathway to your joy for when your
spiritual mother them, you are shaping them for glory.
Oh, the glory of mothering. When mothers disciple their
children, the glory of God spreads. So, for your joy and the
glory of God, mother your children.

MOTHERHOOD IS GLORIOUS BECAUSE MOTHERHOOD
IS ESSENTIAL TO THE MISSION OF GOD
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LET'S PRAY
Oh God, give grace to the mothers in our church to
mother on mission. Give them grace to disciple their
children, to pray for them, and to read the Scripture with
them. I also pray that you would raise up the mature
ladies throughout this church to spiritually mentor the
younger ones. Let the women of 11th Street Baptist forsake
“me time” for “discipleship time” for their greater
fulfillment and for the spread of your glory. Does this, I
beg, in Jesus’ name,

AMEN

