
THE KING IS RESURRECTED
ON PURPOSE

It is easy to misunderstand why God saves. We are tempted to

think that God saved us fundamentally for ourselves. Perhaps

we think that God saved us so that we might have a nice life, a

comfortable life, or a successful life. Some of us are tempted to

think that God saved us fundamentally for our own personal

purity: that is, that we would live a morally pure life. 

Introduction



 Although the Christian life is a better life to live than a non-

Christian life and although it should be characterized by moral

purity, Godactually saves us for his glory and for the good of

others. God saves his people so that we might proclaim his value

andsupremacy to all people groups on the planet. The main

point of this sermon is that Christ was resurrected from the

dead so that people from every tribe and people of every

language might enter into God’s kingdom as his beloved

children. God desires to make for himself a family of worshipers

(see Romans 8:28-29). My main application for this sermon is

that we might commit to the joy of the nations and the glory of

our God by proclaiming the resurrection to all peoples.

 

On our Good Friday service, I narrated the events of Holy Week

from Palm Sunday until Good Friday. Saturday is a quiet day. It

is the Jewish Sabbath, and Luke 23:56 simply tells us that the

disciples rested on this day. This was mandatory; yet, this

Sabbath was not truly restful. It was a day of anxiety and

confusion as pointed out in Luke 24.

The main point of this sermon is that Christ was resurrected from
the dead so that people from every tribe and people of every

language might enter into God’s kingdom as his beloved children. 



Next, comes resurrection Sunday. Let’s read in God’s perfect and

inspired word Matthew 28.

1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first

day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary

went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great

earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from

heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat

on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his

clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the

guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But

the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I

know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is

not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the

place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his

disciples that he has risen from the dead, and

behold, the is going before you to Galilee; there you

will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed

quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy and

ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met

them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and

took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my

brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”



Matt 28:11   While they were going, behold, some of

the guards went into the city and told the chief

priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they

had assembled with the elders and taken counsel,

they gave a sufficient sum of money to the soldiers

13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night

and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if

this comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him

and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So they took the

money and did as they were directed. And this story

has been spread among the Jews to this day.

 

Matt 28:16   Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee,

to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17

And when they saw him they worshiped him, but

some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them,

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given

to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”



Matthew 28 is structured around the idea “appearance to

proclaim.” First, an angel of the Lord appears to proclaim in

Matthew 28:1-8. The event of this appearance is startling. The

angel enters the garden with an earthquake; he rolls the stone

away from the tomb; then he sits on it. The guards tremble with

fear and appear as dead men (4). The women too are afraid as

is obvious by the angel’s words in verse 5. He tells them not to

be afraid. This angel has appeared, but what is most

comforting is the message he proclaims. He says that Jesus is

not dead. Now, when someone reports on the death of a person,

it is not common for them to use the present tense for them

except to say that they are still dead but notice what the angel

says. He says that Jesus has been raised (past tense) from the

dead and that he will go (present tense) before you to Galilee

(7). The women should not fear because Jesus is alive (5-7).

Moreover, they should go tell the disciples this news.

 

The fact that Jesus is alive should motivate these faithful

women to proclaim the resurrection. This is a timely word

given the fact that death is all around us. Coronavirus has

dealt a deathblow to the economy, and more, unfortunately,

many people have lost their lives to this virus. 

An Angel Appears to Proclaim



Our community needs to hear the gospel message that Jesus

Christ has conquered death. Jesus Christ died, but now he

lives! I am confident church family that we will be active in

reaching the physical needs of our lost friends, family

members, and neighbors. Some of these needs will be urgent

since many have lost jobs and many others have trouble

getting supplies that they need. However, the most urgent

need that our lost friends have is their spiritual need. The

lost need to know that Jesus Christ has conquered death; he

has risen again from the dead. They need to know this, and

they need to know that this means something very important

for them. It means that even though they have thought sinful

thoughts, done sinful deeds, and by nature a sinner, it means

that they can have life because Jesus Christ died their death

and rose again to new life. This is what the lost need to know

right now. So with these faithful women who proclaim the

resurrection, let’s do likewise.

 

"The lost need to know that Jesus Christ has
conquered death; 

he has risen again from the dead."



Second, Jesus appears to proclaim in Matthew 28:9-10. The

event is simple. Jesus appears and says one word, “Greetings!”

The women immediately recognize him which is interesting

because so many other disciples have failed to recognize him

after the resurrection (e.g., Luke 24).

 

The response of the faithful women is most appropriate. They

worship Jesus. They worship Jesus because they delight in him.

They genuinely love Jesus. Now, this act is a very clear

demonstration of Jesus' deity. We remember that when Jesus

was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, Satan tells Jesus to

worship him. Jesus responds by quoting Deuteronomy 6:13,

“You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you

serve.’” Yet, here Jesus accepts the worship of these faithful

women. Jesus indeed is the Son of God; indeed, Jesus is God,

the second person of the Trinity. The worship of these faithful

women leads to proclamation, and this is fitting. Delight

always overflows with praise. After eating a very good pizza, it 

Jesus Appears to Proclaim

They worship Jesus.
They worship Jesus because they delight in him.



is not only fitting but right to say, “Wow, that was a good pizza.” When I

go on a date with my wife – we haven’t gone on a date in a long time

now since we are all isolating – but when I go on a date with my wife,

my delight moves me to say, “I love hanging out with you” My delight

moves me to proclamation; it leads me to praise my wife and her

company. Imagine a person who loves pizza and then ate a “world-

famous” pizza but said nothing of its quality. You would conclude that

either a) he has improvised taste buds or b) he is a hypocrite. He really

does not love pizza at all. You see delight always moves to praise, and

that is what happens to these faithful women. They delight in Jesus, and

this delight moves them to proclaim him to the other disciples.

Third, the guards appear to proclaim in Matthew 28:11-15. Notice how

Matthew tells us that some of the guards went into the city (11).

Matthew does not tell us where the others went. Are they still

frightened and as good as dead (see 4)? Perhaps they followed the

faithful women to the disciples. Matthew does not tell us.

 

These guards go to the chief priests and proclaim what they saw; yet,

the religious elite has hard hearts. They have hard hearts because they

love money, power, and fame. They do not love God, and because of

these loves, they are blind to God. They just heard the guard proclaim 

The Guards Appear to Proclaim



the resurrection, and they still do not believe. In fact, they decide to pay

them off and invent a lie. What a scary place to be? It is scary to have

witnessed an incredible act of God, and yet deny the Lord because of

your love of money, power, and fame.

 

The Pharaoh in the book of Exodus too had a hard heart. Moses told him

to let God’s people go that they might worship the Lord (Exodus 5).

Pharaoh responded by saying, “Who is the Lord” (Exodus 5:2). Pharaoh

hardened his heart to the Lord (Exodus 8:15, 32; 9:34) so God gave him

exactly what he wanted. God came alongside Pharaoh and hardened his

heart beyond repair. Exodus 4:21, 7:3, 9:12, 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8, 17

(Egyptians), and Romans 9:18 all refer to God hardened Pharaoh’s

heart. God is the subject; he did it, and Pharaoh did it. 

 

The chief priests of Matthew 28 are in the same category as Pharaoh

was. And this type of hardening is possible even today. Non-Christian

friends, you just heard the gospel message: the message that Jesus

Christ died on the cross and rose again from the dead so that you might

be forgiven. If your love of the things of this world hardens you to the

gospel, you are in a very scary situation, but this is not hopeless. Acts 6:7

explains to us that while the early church was growing, several priests

came to trust the Lord.

Jesus Christ died on the cross and rose again from the
dead so that you might be forgiven



Oh, non-Christian, who do you identify with? The chief priests were

hard to the Lord and the gospel because they loved the world and they

continued to be hard to the gospel. Yet, there were some priests, some

priests who may have been involved in the decision to spread the lie

that the disciples stole the body who come to trust that Jesus was the

Messiah, Israel’s savior. Non-Christian friends, will you delight in the

things of this world or in the gospel. Friends, I have many joys in life. I

have the joy of being married to my wife, my great friend. I have two

children that bring me great delight. I have the immense privilege to

pastor 11th Street Baptist Church, and I get to teach at several

institutes of higher education. I have many joys in life but trust me,

there is nothing more joyous than knowing that I am right with the God

of this universe because he died for me. God has pursued me despite

me. This is the greatest joy. Non-Christian friend, I invite you to find the

most joy in Christ.

Fourth, Jesus appears to proclaim in Matthew 28:16-20. The disciples’

reply, like the faithful women, is worship (17). This is the proper response

to worship for at least two reasons. 1) People who are dead for three days

do not rise again from the dead. 2) The meaning of this is significant.

Jesus died for sinners like you and me. Therefore, the fact that Jesus is no

longer dead, but alive, means that any sinner who trusts in Jesus too can

live thought they die. How could we not worship this king!

Jesus Appears to Proclaim



Matthew, however, tells us that some people doubted (17) which is quite

interesting. We do not know exactly what happens to these doubters. We

do not know if they cling to Christ amid their doubt or if they run from

Christ because of their doubt. Regardless, this is a comforting truth

since we live in a broken world and we all experience doubt. These

disciples, for example, just saw Jesus crucified; the thought that he is

now alive is hard to grasp. Doubt is a part of this broken world. The issue

with doubt is that it must lead us to cling more closely to Christ. We see

in the gospels that Jesus shows incredible mercy to John the Baptist

doubt, Peter, and Thomas who all doubt.
 

Jesus responds to the disciples by equipping in. Jesus has all power and

authority (18) and he promises to be with his people (20) even though he

is about to ascend into heaven. He is going to be with his people because

he is going to give us his Holy Spirit. Jesus ascending into heaven so that

his Spirit descends to dwell us is a good thing. Jesus tells us in John

14:12-14 that we will be able to do greater things when the Spirit comes

to dwell in us, not because we will have more of the Spirit than Jesus did,

but because the Spirit will dwell in all of God’s people. This truth is

illustrated powerfully in less than 50 days when Jews come back to

Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost. Pentecost is a celebration of the wheat

harvest. In Acts 2, we learn that the same crowds that gathered together

for Passover are gathering again. The same crowds that shouted “crucify

Jesus” are back in the city. However, after hearing Peter preach, they are

convicted by the Holy Spirit and many come to trust that Jesus is the

Messiah. Jesus equips us by giving us his Spirit.

 



Jesus equips us for a very specific mission. Our mission is to make

disciples of all nations. Discipleship (Spiritual formation) is being

transformed into Jesus’ image through beholding God, knowing God,

and delighting in him. The overflow of this is worship to the ends of the

earth. Discipleship is not just personal spiritual growth; rather, it is

spiritual growth that is focused on the nations (18-20)

 

This mission is a mission of worship. Psalm 103 explains that we are to

bless God. Now, it is not immediately clear what it means to bless God.

We know what it is like to be blessed by God, but what does it mean to

be blessed by the God of all blessings. In short, it means that we enrich

God’s reputation. As God’s people praise God for who he is and what he

has done to others, others begin to value God as the most supreme.

When we do this, we are enriching God’s reputation. Our mission is an

overflow of worship.

 

Now, when we think of nations, we typically think of a geopolitical

entity like Spain, America, or Brazil. However, the words used in

Matthew 28:19 is ἔθνος. The English word “ethnic” comes from this

word, and the word denotes a group of people who share a similar

culture. We see this same idea in Revelation where people from every

tribe, tongue, and language are worshipping Jesus. The same idea is

found in Genesis 12 where God says that Abraham will bless all of the

families of the earth. God’s desire is to have people from every tribe and

language delighting in him.



The purpose, therefore, of the resurrection is that we would proclaim

the gospel to all peoples. The angel appeared to proclaim; the faithful

women appeared to proclaim; Jesus appeared to proclaim; the disciples

did too; and yet, there are roughly 6,000 people groups – roughly 2

billion people – who have never heard the name of Jesus. They do not

know of the resurrection, and because they do not know, they cannot

worship. And the Bible is clear about the destiny of those who do not

know Jesus. Romans 10:17 tells us that to be saved, you must hear the

gospel, and right now, over 2 billion people have never even heard

about the name of Jesus. If you go and ask them about Jesus, they might

think you are talking about a local neighbor. They have no idea who

Jesus is. The purpose of the resurrection is that God’s kingdom might

be established on earth, and God’s desire is that this kingdom would be

made up of people from every tribe and language.

 

For our joy, let’s became passionate about the unreached (those who

have never heard the name of Jesus before). Listen, to proclaim to the

unreached will be joyous for us. I love talking about my kids. Anyone

who comes into my office knows this. Why? because I value my children

and talking about them gives me great joy. The same is true about God.

To proclaim God’s value to those who do not know it is a source of joy

for us because we value God.

The purpose, therefore, of the resurrection is that we
would proclaim the gospel to all peoples.



For the joy of the unreached, let’s became passionate about the

unreached. There is no greater joy than to know that our sins are

forgiven. Right now, there are 2 billion people who do not even know

that forgiveness is a possibility.
 

For the glory of our God, let’s become passionate about the unreached.

Kings in this world typically rule over one nation, but our God is so

much better. He rules over people of every tribe and language. This is a

visible picture of our King’s supremacy. Right now though, there are

people languages where there is no tongue that confesses Jesus as Lord.

For the glory of God, let’s stop this.
 

We have a choice this Easter. This Easter is not like previous Easters.

There will be no gathering and no big meal. The Easter could be a

turning point for us; this could be a point where we embrace with joy

our mission to proclaim the resurrection to all peoples. Will we act like

the chief priests? Will our love for comfort lead us to neglect this

mission? Or will we be like the faithful women and the 11 remaining

disciples who proclaim the resurrection?

 

Conclusion
Non-Christian, you have heard the gospel and you have been invited to

participate in a global mission of making much of Jesus for his glory

and your joy. Would you come to Jesus today? I do not need to convince

you of your need for Jesus, you know it. I am asking that you would turn

from your sin today and trust in Jesus. Then, join our church as we live

radically for the sake of God’s glory amongst the nations.
 



Christian, let’s develop a hunger for the unreached of the world. We can
do this by beginning to pray for them. We pray each Wednesday at
prayer night for an unreached people group and we sing to God to save
them. You can sign up on operationworld.org and they will send you a
different nation to pray for every day. Joshua Project has an “unreached
people group of the day.” We pray through this on Wednesday night.
Furthermore, we can begin to evangelize our lost friends, family
members, and neighbors. If we are not willing to share the gospel with
them, we will never be willing to share it with the unreached. Let’s
develop these habits this Easter.
 

The resurrection occurred on the first day of the Jewish calendar – this

is the eighth day. The eighth day of the week indicates new creation is

Judaism. Christ has brought new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17), so let’s

proclaim the resurrection to all peoples for the glory of God and the joy

of the nations.

The King is Resurrected on Purpose

Prayer

Oh God, please draw many to you today for your glory and please

cultivate within us, your people at 11th Street, a hunger to see the

unreached be reached with the gospel. In Jesus' name, I pray, Amen.

 


