


It is an understatement to say that this is a difficult season; It is 

not an overstatement to say that this is a deadly season. President 

Trump recently said that in the best case scenario, that we are looking 

at one hundred thousand to two hundred thousand American lives be-

ing lost to coronavirus. Likely we will know people that are affected 

by this virus and likely we will know people that will die because of 

this virus. Right now in Yucaipa California, the city over from where I 

live, a city 30 miles from Upland, there is a nursing home where two 

have died from the coronavirus, 6 staff members have been diagnosed 

with this virus. Over fifty residents and authorities say that we should 

assume that every single person in this nursing home has the virus.  

Lord,  

you have orchestrated a great victory. As we read from your word and 

as your word is preached, we pray that you would speak to us, that you 

would reveal yourself to us as the trusting father as the compassionate 

son, God we pray that you would reveal yourself mightily today so that 

we would be transformed to live well in this difficult season. Amen. 



We have already seen articles of suicide increasing. In places 

in East Asia, in China where the restriction is beginning to be re-

leased we are seeing on the one hand, people running to the church 

and on the other hand we are seeing divorce rates escalating. Right 

now there is a cruise ship that is trying to see a port in the Atlantic 

Ocean, navigating to Chile being denied port, Argentina being de-

nied port, and making a  beeline to Florida where the governor has 

already basically said they will not be able to port. Two have died, 

many have contracted the virus and a hundred and eighty people 

have flu like symptoms, this is obviously a deadly time. 

This was less obvious though, that Jesus' entry to Jerusalem 

was a deadly situation, remember when Jesus in victory and with 

triumph rides the donkey into Jerusalem, people are celebrating. 

People have palm branches, people are singing great songs to Jesus, 

identifying Him, rightly as the king of Israel, there is a party that is 

going on. It is not obvious that when Jesus enters into Jerusalem 

that death is anywhere on the radar and yet, Jesus knew. Jesus knew 

exactly what would happen and not only did our great God know 

what would happen. Jesus death was ordained, Jesus the father and 

the Holy Spirit ordained from the beginning of time, that God 

would make peace with sinful humanity through the death of the 

Son and when we look at the structure of the Gospel of Luke; We 

see that Luke constructs the gospel by indicating that Jesus is head-

ing straight for Jerusalem. The gospel begins with Jesus' birth and 

His childhood and then we see His ministry in Galilee, a region 

north of Jerusalem and then we see a progression towards Jerusa-

lem, He has a ministry around Jerusalem. Then Jesus marches fig-



uratively, riding into Jerusalem and has ministry there and that finds 

its climax in the cross and in the empty tomb.  Jesus' entry into Je-

rusalem did not seem to be a deadly situation, nobody there who 

was worshipping Jesus, who was praising Jesus, would have 

guessed what was going to happen. But Jesus knew. The main point 

of the sermon is that the peace between the God of this Universe 

and Sinful humanity comes when the King of God’s people trust 

God and has compassion on the lost sheep. Again the main point is..  

So the main application is first for those who know the Lord, let’s 

delight in our King Jesus. Our King trusts the Father, He does not 

waver in His faith. He marches into Jerusalem in triumph although 

nobody there understands the pathway to triumph will be an agoniz-

ing death and an empty tomb. Let’s delight in our King Jesus, who 

trusts the Father and has compassion.  

We see at the end of Luke 19, that Jesus weeps. That He enters 

into this city and knowing that the people completely misunder-

stand what makes for peace, Jesus weeps. So again the main point 

of this sermon is, peace comes when the King trusts the Father 

and has compassion on the lost. So as we have already said broth-

ers and sisters, this is not a time that naturally leads to peace. When 

suicide is on the rise and divorce is on the rise and a deadly virus 

that peace, true peace, ultimate peace, that sin-

ful humanity gets to experience with the God of 

this universe, only comes when our King trusts 

the Father and has compassion on the lost.  



and enemy we can not see is spanning our globe, when it’s every-

where. We don’t think this is a time for peace and yet it is. Like Je-

sus, if the Church can walk in faith trusting the father and having 

compassion on the lost. We will see peace permeate our community 

and our globe. So what should we do in light of this sermon. First, 

let’s take great delight that we have a King who trusts the Father 

and has compassion on the lost and then let’s follow that lead, trust-

ing the Father in the midst of this deadly circumstance and having 

compassion on the lost. 

 Now before we read and jump into our passage, which is Luke 

19:28- 44. We need to understand the setting of the Triumphal entry. 

The setting is the Passover. Jesus at the Triumphal entry marches in-

to Jerusalem, approximately a few days before the Passover. Now 

the Passover is intricately linked to the feast of Unleavened Bread 

and the feast of First Fruits, in the Old Testament.  

Now the Passover is a celebration of God’s deliverance for His 

people from Egypt. If you remember the last sign that God did when 

His people where slaves in Egypt in the book of Exodus was that an 

angel of death went through the city and took every first born son of 

the Egyptians and the first born sons of the Israelites were saved by 

a Passover Lamb, the blood of the lamb. Every year Israel was to 

celebrate the Passover and remind themselves that God cares for 

them. God saved them from slavery in Egypt and the feast of Un-

leavened Bread, also reminds Israel of Egypt. If you remember 

God’s people on that night, that first Passover night, they did not 



have enough time to let their bread rise. The Egyptians wanted them 

out quickly. So God said every year on the fourteenth day of the 

first month, which roughly corresponds to mid April, you are to cel-

ebrate the Passover and then for seven days you don’t have any 

leaven among you. Why? Because you need to remember that your 

God cares for you, your God has saved you from slavery, but God is 

so intentional because He clusters together, not only the Passover 

and the feast of Unleavened Bread, but also the feast of First Fruits!  

Now the feast of First Fruits is the barley harvest. That was the 

first harvest of the year for Israel and when they celebrated this 

feast, on the day after Passover they would begin to eat from the 

new year's harvest. You see the Passover, they were eating from last 

year's grain, but the next day the feast of First Fruits, they begin to 

eat from the new year's crop. Do you see what God has done? He is 

baked into Israel's calendar, something very important. A visible re-

minder, every year when Israel celebrates the Passover, the feast of 

Unleavened Bread and the feast of First Fruits, Israel is first remind-

ed that they serve a God who has cared for them. Therefore, they 

should trust that God will care for them year after year as they har-

vest their crops. God brings these feast together to remind them of 

His past provision and to cultivate present trust and future faith.  

Brothers and sisters, do you see the sovereignty of God? We 

are experiencing one of the worst global crises of this generation…  

and it’s during Easter. Do you see the Sovereignty of God? What is 

God doing? What is He proclaiming to Eleventh Street Baptist 

Church right now? By intentionally and sovereignly putting on 

Coronavirus during this week, what God is doing is He saying, 

“My church, remember I have provided for you! Christ 

is the Passover Lamb, therefore in this season of 

death, trust me. In this season of scarcity, trust me.”   



In God’s sovereignty, He has brought Coronavirus, at the time when 

we celebrate the greatest truth of all.  

The Truth is that our physical death has no victory over us. 

Many will die and that is not a good thing. Many will suffer because 

of this virus and yet in this season when it’s supposed to reach its 

peak, we are celebrating Easter! We are celebrating the reality that 

Christ has defeated our death. God's sovereignty is all over Luke 19 

and all over our current situation. He has sovereignty put these 

events together so that we are reminded that God has cared for us,  

therefore, with Jesus, in Luke 19, let's first trust the Father, despite 

our circumstances and let's have compassion on the lost. Now we get 

into the Text.   

We see in Luke 19:28-44 see two main sections. In the first sec-

tion we see King Jesus entering the city. We see this in verse 28-39.  

Let's read God's perfect and inspired Word that has been preserved 

for us without error and is able to build us up in our faith.  

28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to 

Jerusalem. 29 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the 

mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, 

“Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find 

a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it 

here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ 

you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32 So 

those who were sent went away and found it just as he 



had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its owners said 

to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 And they said, “The 

Lord has need of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing 

their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, 

they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was drawing ear—

already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude 

of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for 

all the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the 

King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory 

in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 

him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if 

these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 

 

 

 

 

The First section of the triumphal entry is Jesus entering into the 

city and Luke organized this section around two Old Testament Pas-

sages, Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 118:26.  

So in Zechariah 9:9, we see the prophet Zechariah says Rejoice 

greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! Behold, your 

king is coming too you, righteous and having salvation is he, humble 

and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

In Zechariah 9-11, these chapters predict that the Messiah will 

come, and the Messiah will be rejected. At the beginning of this sec-

tion, the king comes to shouts and praises just as Jesus is doing in 

Luke 19. But if you keep reading in Zechariah, when you get to Zech-

ariah 11, we see that the shepherd this king is rejected by the people, 

exactly what we see happening by the end of the Gospel of Luke.  



So Jesus is entering in fulfilment of Zechariah 9:9, he is enter-

ing as the king and then Luke cites Psalm 118:26. So let’s read this 

verse together as well. “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord.” Now Psalm 118 is 

what we call a Hallel Psalm. We learned about the word Hallah last 

week from Pastor Joe. He talked about Hallelujah and hallal ya, and 

he said something like Hallal Yall. But the word Hallal just means 

praise. The Hallel Psalms, which are Psalms 113-118 were sung at all 

of Israel’s festivals. In fact, when pilgrims who were going to Jerusa-

lem were approaching Jerusalem, they would sing Psalms, chapters 

113 through 118. Psalm 118 can be summarized simply as saying that 

the people are rejoicing in God’s steadfast love and therefore they’re 

celebrating the festivals. They’re doing this because of God’s stead-

fast love. So Israel, they would sing these songs on their way to Jeru-

salem so that wasn’t unique and yet there was something very unique 

happening during this year, there is something incredibly special 

about this Passover.  

First we see in verse 37, so back in Luke 19, verse 37. Notice 

that Luke says, “as He was drawing near already on the way down 

the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of His disciples began to 

rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty deeds that 

they had seen.” 

The quantity and quality of this praise is different than past 

years because it depends on the mighty miracles that they had seen. 

And notice what the Jews say in verse 38. “Blessed is the king.” That 

is not what Psalm 118 says. So if you go back to Psalm 118, notice 

this Psalm says “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  



And now Luke and these people aren’t just saying, “Blessed is he 

who comes” but “Blessed is the King.” Now that is super, super im-

portant because Israel has had a king in a long time, and they have-

n’t had a king who is a son of David, in 600 years. And in the Old 

Testament, all of the hopes and the expectations of Israel are in a son 

of David who will reign over God’s people with justice and right-

eousness. And in fact, from the last time they had a son of David 

who was the king until when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the expecta-

tions for this son of David are grand! So when the people say, 

“Blessed is the King,” that is provocative! It’s so provocative that 

the Pharisees say in verse 39, along with some of the crowd, 

“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” This is a provocative thing for the 

crowd to say! And Jesus rightly says, “If they didn’t announce this, 

the stones would have.” So Psalm 118 is a psalm that is sung and 

used in celebration every year as Israelites journey to Jerusalem as 

they celebrate the festival. But this time is unique because Jesus is 

there and has done miracle after miracle, and the people have now 

rightly identified Jesus as the King. But the second section of the tri-

umphal entry is quite shocking because we have just seen King Je-

sus in triumph, entering into the city and being rightly identified as 

the King. But notice what our King does. He weeps.  

41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 say-

ing, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things 

that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 

For the days will come upon you, when your 

enemies will set up a barricade around you 

and surround you and hem you in on every 

side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you 



and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone up-

on another in you, because you did not know the time of your visita-

tion.” 

Imagine the scene. The people are pumped. They are celebrat-

ing finally after hundreds of years, the king is here. And the King in 

a very strange manner to these people. He doesn’t pick up a sword. 

He doesn’t enter the temple and give a war cry. Rather, King Jesus 

weeps. He weeps because the people completely misunderstand 

what’s happening. You see this is a triumphal entry, but the people 

think that Jesus is coming to overthrow a physical captor and that is 

not what King Jesus is doing in Luke 19. Rather what Jesus is doing 

is he’s entering into Jerusalem to overthrow our spiritual captor! Je-

sus describes their misunderstanding in verse 42 and in verse 44. 

 In verse 42, Jesus says the people do not understand the things 

that make for peace. In other words, the Israelites, although they 

have rightly identified Jesus as the King, and that he is coming to 

make peace, they don’t understand that the pathway to peace is a 

crucified, dead, and risen-again Messiah. The people do not under-

stand. And then in verse 44, Jesus describes their misunderstanding 

as saying they do not know the day of their visitation. 

 Now the day of visitation in Scripture is a day when God inter-

venes in history for the sake of judgment and salvation. The people 

completely misunderstand the triumphal entry. Again, the people 

think Jesus is coming to overthrow a physical captor and to release 

them from physical bonds. But brothers and sisters, the pathway to 

true peace, the pathway to ultimate peace is much more profound. 

Jesus doesn’t need to overthrow a physical captor. He needs to over-

throw our spiritual captor. He needs to release us, not 

from a physical slavery but our King needs to release us 

from a spiritual slavery. Jesus comes and weeps because 



the people don’t understand the extent of the problem and they do not 

understand the nature of victory.  

So Jesus marches into Jerusalem knowing what will happen and 

He weeps. Notice here the incredible compassion of our King. Now 

it’s easy for you and me to have compassion on people, especially 

friends. It’s easy for a father to have compassion on his children or a 

spouse to have compassion on his or her spouse. But notice what Je-

sus is doing here. He is having compassion on His enemies. This 

crowd, right now is using their words to say “Blessed is the King” but 

soon they will use their words to say “Crucify Him!” This crowd is 

using their hands right now to wave palm branches and to put gar-

ments on the floor. But soon this crowd will shake their fists and say 

to crucify Him. And yet Jesus in verses 41 through 44 is not bitter. He 

is not angry. He is compassionate, weeping over the fact the people 

misunderstand this event.  

Two millennia ago, Jesus approached Jerusalem on a donkey and 

entered as King and the people who saw it recognized it and knew 

that’s what was happening but they had no idea about the things that 

make for peace. What makes for peace is a cross. What makes for 

peace is an empty tomb because our sin is that bad. You see the Scrip-

ture tells us that our sin makes us dead. The wages of sin is death. We 

give God sin and God gives us death. Ephesians 2 tells that we were 

dead in our trespasses. John 3 talks about how we hate the light. Sin 

makes us dead. Sin makes us guilty and Sin makes us separate from 

God. And the punishment for sinning against an eternal God is eternal 

death. You can’t just say to God, “I don’t want You but I want to keep 

the benefits of being around you, which is life.” No if you 

rebel against the God of this universe, and we have all 

done this, we rebel against the eternal God, we get an eter-



 

nal death. The only way to take away our sin and our guilt is for a spot-

less, perfect, righteous human to die for us. And the Scripture is very 

clear that there is no Savior but God. So that complicates the problem 

even more. We need a perfect, sinless, spotless God who takes on flesh 

and lives the perfect life we were called to live and then takes upon 

Himself our punishment. Remember, the wages of sin is death. What 

makes for peace is the death of Jesus Christ, and Jesus knew that. He 

trusted the Father. He didn’t waver in his faith. He trusted the Father’s 

plan and he had compassion on the lost, and this results in the cross 

where the worst event in the universe becomes the best event in the uni-

verse.  

So brothers and sisters, we are in a deadly time. This is a deadly 

season. And first of all, I would say to us that we need to understand 

God’s character. Let's delight in the King who trusted the Father per-

fectly and has compassion on you and me. Let’s delight in our King and 

second, I would say in a season of death, let’s emulate the example 

Christ gives to us here, who trusts the Father and has compassion on the 

lost, and the result is peace. What a paradigm for us that in this season 

as we become more and more bold in our faith in God and we continue 

to have compassion on the lost around us, we will see peace permeate 

our community. At the end of this coronavirus season and the end will 

come, we will have a people who are broken, a people who are thirsting 

for community, we will have marriages that are falling apart, and we 

will have people who have contemplated suicide over and over and over 

again. Brothers and sisters, for the sake of the peace for their souls, let’s 

trust God in this season and have compassion on the lost. Let’s pray. 



Jesus, we are so thankful that you in 

triumph entered into Jerusalem victoriously. 

We are so thankful that You made peace tru-

ly, not by just releasing Israel from a physi-

cal captivity but You set in motion the re-

lease of Your people from spiritual captivity. 

So I am thankful for my brothers and sisters 

and for myself that many of us know You 

and are free in Christ. And I pray in that 

freedom and in that delight, right now, we 

would be going out to the lost in any way 

we can, trusting Your promises and having 

compassion on the souls of those around us. 

Give us grace because this is the pathway to 

victory. We pray these things in Jesus’ 

name, amen.  


