The Lord is my shepherd; I shall
not want.
2
He makes me lie down in
green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
3
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.
4

Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
5

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of
the Lord
forever.

Coronavirus has continued to spread and infect more and more people.

Coinciding with the spread of this virus has been an increase in fear,
panic, and anxiety. Empty grocery shelves and an unstable stock market illustrate the fear gripping many in our community. Our lost
friends, family members, and neighbors are experiencing realities today that they did not last week. We are more aware today than last
week that life is fragile. Uncertain is the mood today. We do not know
who has this virus, how long it will last, or how to cure it. Realizing
our finitude and morality will be dangerous for many. Regrettably, suicide and substance abuse will be a byproduct of coronavirus. This virus has created a dangerous environment for many. But this is not the
case for us, God’s people. Coronavirus is an opportunity for God’s
people to experience God’s character more fully and enjoy him more
deeply.

the seasons of life function to highlight

God’s character so that we might know
God more fully; and thus, glorify him more
richly and enjoy him more deeply.
Given this is a scary season, I want this sermon to encourage you
in one main way: I want us to know God more fully as the one
who comforts those in frightening situations.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall
not want.
2
He makes me lie down in
green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
3
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.

Psalm 23:1-3 comprises the first section of this psalm. In these
verses, David describes to us the peaceful seasons of life. We learn
several important things in these verses.
First, we lear n in these ver ses that God is my shepher d. Now
there is a big difference between someone who shepherds and a
shepherd. We know this difference well. You see there is a big difference between saying, “I am a golfer”, and “I golf.” A golfer is
one who characteristically golfs. This is his/her nature. However, to
say that I golf says nothing about my nature. It just says that I did
this activity once. There is something significant about the fact that
Psalm 23:1 says God is my “shepherd” rather than saying he shepherds me or once in the past he shepherded me. It is God’s nature to
shepherd his people. This is incredibly encouraging.
Second, let’s notice that David says that God is my shepherd. It
would have been accurate for David to say that he is our shepherd,

but he does not say this. David says my shepherd which highlights
the personal nature of our God.
Third, ver se one says, “I shall not want.” How provocative, especially in light of current circumstances? What does this mean? Certainly, God’s people lack things that they might otherwise want.

Some of you right now wish you had more milk, eggs, or toilet paper than you currently have. The phrase “I shall not want” means
that we lack nothing because we get access to God. The relationship
between the first two phrases could be put this way: “The Lord is
my shepherd; therefore, I shall not want. God satisfies us so that
any lack we have is really nothing: we lack nothing of worth. What

a reputation? Our God is the king who satisfies us so that we want
nothing else.
Fourth, David por tr ays in ver ses 2-3 that God continually meets
our needs for his glory and our joy. Notice that God is the subject of
each of these lines:
He makes me lie down in green pastures (23:2).
He leads me beside still waters (23:2).
He restores my soul (23:3).
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake (23:3)

Notice also that we are the object of each of these lines.
He makes me lie down in green pastures (23:2).
He leads me beside still waters (23:2).
He restores my soul (23:3).
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake (23:3).
These lines imply that we are not capable or able to lead ourselves.
We need God to make us lie down in green pasture; we need God to
lead us beside still waters; we need God to restore our soul; we need
God to lead us in paths of righteousness. We are needy, very needy;
but God is ready and willing to meet our needs.
Notice also these verbs. They are in the present tense. The point is
this. God presently leads us. During the good seasons of life, it is
God who is leading us.

Now, for some of us, the reason David gives for why God leads us
may be surprising. Notice the end of verse 3: “for his namesake.”
This is actually incredibly comforting. Now, it is true that God loves
his people (see John 3:16), but the foundation of why God cares for
his people is his glory. Notice a passage like Ezekiel 36:22-32 for
example. Verse 22 says “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus

says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I
am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have
profaned among the nations to which you came.” In this passage,
God promises to save his people, and the reason why he does this is
not for their sake but for his sake, for the sake of his holy name.”
God saves for his namesake, but do not miss this important point:

when God saves for his glory, we get immense joy!
God saves us for his namesake because the welfare of his people
says something about his name. Now, what would we say about a
shepherd who took 100 sheep out to pasture, and he only came back
with 10. 10 were lost to snake bites, 50 to lions, and 30 to falling off

cliffs. What would we say about that shepherd? We would say he is
a worthless shepherd. Jesus’ point in John 10 is that he is the good
shepherd. He does not lose his sheep. He even lays down his life to
protect them (John 10:7-18). When the world looks at God’s people
and sees that they are cared for, the world proclaims that Jesus is the
good shepherd. Why? because the welfare of God’s people says

something about the nature of God. How amazing that in God’s
freedom he decided to link his glory to our wellbeing. Thus, we
should be comforted. When God leads for his namesake, we are
richly blessed.
The purpose of the “good seasons of life” is that we understand

more fully that God provides for us. What a reputation.

4

Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

Psalm 23:4 is the second section of this psalm. In this section, David
describes the scary seasons of life. The image he uses to describe
these seasons is “the valley of the shadow of death.” We are no longer in the green pastures. This scene is very different. It would be
right for us to identify coronavirus as creating a “valley of the shadow of death” moment for us. If we walk by sight, we see lots of fear,
anxiety, and panic. But there is a reality beyond this fear that we

learn by faith.

First, we exper ience God’s presence in the dark valley of death
which causes us not to fear (Psalm 23:4). Notice David’s lack of fear
is not rooted in his situation. The image of a dark valley of death is
scary. Rather, the reason is that God is with us. David says, “I will
fear no evil, for you are with me” (Psalm 23:4). “For,” tells us the
reason why David does not fear: that is, God’s presence makes us
brave even in a frightening situation.
Second, we exper ience God’s comfort in the dark valley of death.
David says, “[Y]our rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm
23:4). David is brave and comforted in scary seasons because God is
with him. What a reputation. Our God, the God of the universe, delights in comforting us in the most terrifying of seasons. What a reputation.
The purpose of the worst moments of life is that we would understand
that God comforts the terrified. If there were not scary seasons, we
would not know God as the comforter of the terrified. The worst mo-

ments of life provide us with an opportunity to know God, glorify
God, and enjoy God more deeply.

5

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

Psalm 23:5 is the third section of this psalm. In this verse, David describes the last moment of life. The image used here is a banquet in

the presence of enemies. Here, God says that he sets a table before
David. Moreover, God “anoints his head with oil” and provides for
him an abundance of drink (Psalm 23:5). These images indicate that
God is pleased with David, not his enemies. This is a moment of vindication and honor. God’s people will experience this reality as we
draw our final breath. On that day, God will lift up his people with
lavish kindness.
The purpose of the last moment of life highlights that God does not
forsake his people, even at death. What a reputation! When God’s
people die and we cannot grasp onto anything in this world, our God
promises to hold onto us. What a reputation.

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of
the Lord
forever.

Psalm 23:6 is the final section of this psalm. Here, David describes
the eternal state of God’s people.
The first thing we should note about this verse is that “God’s goodness and mercy follow us.” Again, what a reputation. What if God’s
wrath and anger continually followed us? What a terrifying reality
we would experience if God’s character were limited to his wrath toward sinners! This would be the most horrific state ever, but praise
to the Lord, his character is more than anger toward sinners. He is
also gracious to sinners, and for God’s people, it is God’s goodness
and mercy that follows us always! Always is referring to both the
good seasons (Psalm 23:1-3) and the worst seasons (Psalm 23:4).

Second, notice the image here. God’s goodness and mercy follow
me. The idea here is that these amazing traits pursue us. God is on a
pursuit of his people. His pursuit is to overwhelm us with his grace.
Third, David tells us that God’s people will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever. At the end of our life, we will return to the house
of the Lord, and this is where we will be for eternity. This is the
guarantee that all of God’s people get to experience for eternity.
The purpose of eternity is to highlight God’s abundant mercy and
goodness.
This point is made by Paul in Ephesians 2:7. The context of Ephe-

sians 2 is that Paul is praying for the church. He wants the church to
know God’s power. God is so powerful he raised Jesus from the
dead (Ephesians 1:20), and he has raised us, sinners, from the dead
(Ephesians 2:4). God raised us from the dead for a purpose, the same
purpose expressed by David in Psalm 23:6. Paul says in Ephesians
2:7 that God saved us “so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” God saves us so that for eternity we might behold and enjoy
the riches of his grace. What a reputation.

A careful observation of the verbs used in this psalm clues us into an
important point: God’s present shepherding guarantees an awesome

future. First, notice that most of the verbs in Psalm 23 are in the present tense:
The Lord is my shepherd (23:1)
He makes me (23:2)
He leads me (23:2)
He restores my soul (23:3)
He leads me (23:3)
You are with me (23:4)
They comfort me (23:4)
You prepare a table (23:5)
You anoint my head (23:5)

Second, notice the ver bs that communicate a future reality.
I shall not want (23:1)
I will fear no evil (23:4)
Goodness and mercy shall follow me (23:6)
I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever (23:6)
What we see in this psalm is that God’s people experience a future
characterized by God’s goodness and mercy and without want or fear
and in God’s presence. Even though this virus is a “valley of the shadow of death” season, our future is secure because God is shepherds us
now.
Church family, coronavirus is on purpose. God has ordained this virus
to spread and to continue to spread so that we might deepen our
knowledge and enjoyment of God. As the uncertainties of life are experienced more fully and the scarcity of this season is realized, we will
learn that our God truly satisfies, and he alone clams the anxiety of our
soul. We learn in this season how to cling to Jesus and nothing else, and
this will propel us to live radically for the sake of God’s glory. What
Satan meant for evil, God intends for good (Genesis 50:20).

Although coronavirus is not good, God will accomplish
great things through it. Knees will bow to Jesus and tongues
will confess that he is Lord. Lost friends, I pray that you
come to trust in the God who can satisfy you. You are learning that the things of this world cannot silence your aching

soul, but Jesus can. Come to Jesus today turning from your
sins and trusting in him.

